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Services this month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3th March 3rd Sunday of Lent 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 

 
10th March Mothering Sunday 

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

 
17th March 5th Sunday of Lent  

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 

 
 24th March Palm Sunday                
9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship    

  
28th  March Maundy Thursday 

 
29th March Good Friday 

10.15am Meditation 
 

31st March Easter Day 
9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Communion 
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The Vicar’s letter March 2013 
 
Dear Friends, 
By the time you read this our Lent Course will be 
coming to an end and we will be preparing to           
celebrate Easter together once again. 
I hope and pray the Lent Course will have given us 
all a fresh impetus to serve Christ and proclaim his 
death and resurrection in these confusing and 
challenging times. It should have become clear that we are the 
people of God in exile. We live in a society which has rejected the 
concept of Christendom and we are struggling to understand and 
communicate the Gospel in a culture which is diverse and rapidly 
changing. When the people of Israel faced similar challenges in 
Babylon God instructed them to “seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which i have carried you, and pray for it, because if it 
prospers you too will  prosper.” (Jeremiah 29:7) We might wish that 
we lived in different times. We might look back to a time when it 
was far less complicated and difficult to be a Christian in Britain, 
but today’s  reality is very different to that in which most of us grew 
up and rather than withdraw from society, as we might be tempted 
to do, God wants us to engage with it and learn the lessons which 
will help us become effective witnesses for Jesus un the 21

st
 cen-

tury. I have no idea what these lessons might be or what actual 
changes will affect the church in the next few years, but I have 
been hugely encouraged by what I have read recently about the 
incredible church God is creating in China. 
For decades the Church in China has been persecuted, but this 
has not stopped its growth which has been phenomenal. At the 
same time it has developed a steely resolve to take the message 
of Jesus to the world. One Chinese Church leader has written, 
“We never pray against our government or call down curses 
on it. Instead, we have learned that God is in control of both 
our lives and the government we live under. There is little that 
any of the Muslim, Buddhist or Hindu countries can do to us 
that we haven’t already experienced in China. God is calling 
thousands of house church warriors to write their testimonies 
with their own blood. We’re totally committed to planting  
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groups of local believers who meet in homes. We have no     
desire to build a single church building anywhere! This allows 
the gospel to spread rapidly, is harder for the authorities to 
detect and enables us to channel all our resources directly 
into gospel ministry.” 
It seems that we are witnessing the growth of a Church which can 
match the fundamentalist zeal of Middle Eastern Islam and it may 
well be Chinese Christians who take the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
Indian, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the Middle East and complete 
the work of the great commission. 
“’My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways’, declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 55:8) We may struggle to make 
sense of the huge challenges facing the Church today, but God 
has not lost control. His purposes are not frustrated. His plans are 
not thwarted. It may be difficult to plot a course for the Church at 
present but provided we stay close to God and obedient to his 
word, as our Christian brothers and sisters in China have done 
even through the most severe testing, he will lead us forward and 
we will continue to play our part in fulfilling the great commission of 
Jesus to “make disciples of all nations. . .” (Matthew 28:19) 
May the Lord inspire you and equip you for his service through the 
Easter Gospel of Christ crucified and risen triumphantly from the 
dead. 
With love and prayers. 
 

Tony. 

Thursday 28th March Maundy Thursday  
 

The Maundy Thursday service will be at Pellon Baptist. 
There will be a re-enactment of the Passover and a                   
bring-and-share meal. (No pork products please). 

We do not as yet have the starting time for the service,                      
but it will be put on the weekly notice sheet as soon as we have it.  
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Our next meeting will be on                                         
9th March at 8.30am in the Church Hall 
come and join us.     

Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call on him while he is near.                                       
Isaiah 55: 6  

Next Messy Church  
17th March @ 3.00pm 

A special “event” for all ages.                                                                                          
For more details ring Tony:                       

Hx 363623  
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News from the Food and Support Drop-in 
 
We are so blessed at the Drop In, not only does the food just keep 
appearing on Thursdays and Saturdays but the number of people 
of all ages and all walks of life who are willing and able to give up 
their time on a Saturday morning to help those who come in to the 
Drop In is fantastic. 
 
This week we had a volunteer who came in with Teen Challenge to 
chat to the clients. She has been through the Teen Challenge        
detox programme and has come out the other side, what better 
way to explain to our clients the difference it can make to a life.  It's 
wonderful to see people caring about those who are still struggling 
and wanting to show them a better way of life - I imagine it would 
be very easy to think  'I'm alright now, I'll just get on with my new 
life' 
There was a pensioner in a wheelchair who was brought by her 
sister as she is in financial difficulties. She has a brain tumour, 
breast and lung cancer and is undergoing treatment, also attend-
ing at the hospice weekly. She was so grateful for the help and 
had an amazingly positive attitude. She loved talking about her 
faith and says she knows she is going to be with Jesus when she 
goes, but wants to be around a bit longer to see her grandchildren 
grow up a bit more. What an inspiration she is!! 
  
There are now instances of our clients being required to look for 
alternative accommodation because of living in a 2 bedroom flat or 
house. Both have been in their flat/house for some time and say it 
feels like they are losing their home. The process seems to be 
quite stressful and causing fear about the future. This is likely to 
happen more and more, especially when someone doesn't want to 
share. 
 
New Ebenezer will be open for deliveries every 
Saturday morning 9.00 - 11.45  and Thursday morning 9.00 - 1.00 
 

Thank you for your Support, it is so important  
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The Club was back to normal again on Monday 28

th
 January. After 

the excitement of the Christmas festivities at the December           
meeting, and despite the weather, 38 members attended to         
celebrate the new season and enjoy a chat with friends over coffee 
and biscuits.  
After the notices, which included arrangements for a trip to           
Chatsworth, the members were entertained by a most interesting 
talk, from Mr Les Clarke, about the development, over the years, of 
Punch and Judy: “Proper Punch.” This was then followed by a         
fascinating exhibition of a Punch and Judy show which took us all 
back to our childhood.                                                                                         
The next Coffee Club will be on Monday 25

th 
March 2013 when Mr 

Gordon Sharp will bring us ‘A Morning with Spellbound’ 
The Exercise and Relaxation club will meet on Mondays 4

th
 and 

18
th
 March 2013 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. when our instructor 

Elisha Rios will be introducing The Zumba. 
Barbara Butler 
Chair 

ELECTORAL ROLL 
 
2013 sees the six yearly review of the Church Electoral Roll. All     
existing members should have received a letter with a new form to 
complete.  
These should be returned to me as soon as possible, as the           
process has to be completed by March 14

th
. If you are not on the 

Electoral Roll and would like a form, please contact me as soon as 
possible so you can be included. Many thanks 
                                            Susan Bradberry 
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Our first afternoon meeting of 2013 was on February 7
th
 at Joan’s, 

when our speaker was Diane Newman on her work as a            
Counsellor. 
Our evening meeting in February was February 20

h
 at 7.30p.m. in 

the Church Hall. Our Curate, Rev. Cliff Kay was our speaker and 
as Lent had just started, his talk was on a Lenten theme. 
 
March as always is a very busy month, with lots of events taking 
place. 
March 1

st
 is Women’s World Day of Prayer and there will be a          

service at Halifax Minster at 2 p.m. when the speaker will be 
Heather Smith. The service this year has been put together by the 
women of France. 
March 10

th
 is Mothering Sunday and there will be a service in 

Church at 10.15 a.m. Once again MU members are raising money 
by purchasing ‘ethical’ gifts, for or in remembrance of, our mothers, 
to help people overseas. £140,000 was raised last year. 
On March 12

th
 we are invited to the Women’s Rally at Pellon           

Baptist Church at 2.30p.m. when the speaker will be Kath Melling. 
There will be NO evening meeting on March 21

st
 as this coincides 

with the Churches Together Lent Course which we are supporting 
during Lent. Our speaker Ro Halling has agreed to join us on       
October 17

th
 instead, at 7.30p.m. 

 
Lady Day will NOT be celebrated on March 25

th
 as usual, as this is 

Holy Week, but on April 8
th
 instead. This will be at the Minster at 

7.30p.m. 
 
I do hope that you can join us for these many interesting events. 
                                                 Susan 
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The deadline for contributions to the April News Letter is 20th March to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

From the Register  

    Funeral 

  27
th
 February Frank Quayle (80) 

March Diary 
 

Friday  1st   1.45pm  Woman’s World Day of Prayer at the Minster 
Monday 4th 10.30 am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     2.00pm Afternoon Lent Course at St. John’s  
Thursday 7th   7.30pm Lent Course @ St. Columba’s Church           
Saturday 9th   8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Monday 11th   2.00pm Afternoon Lent Course at St. John’s 
Tuesday 12th   2.30pm Woman's Rally  at Pellon Baptist Church 
Thursday 14th   7.30pm Lent Course 
Monday 18th 10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     2.00pm Afternoon Lent Course at St. John’s 
     6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Tuesday 19th   7.30pm Parochial Church Council Meeting 
Thursday 21st   7.30pm Lent Course 
Monday 25th 10.30am Coffee Club 
     6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Thursday 28th   7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service at Pellon Baptist  
Friday  29th 10.15am Good Friday Meditation     
 

Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Wednesday evening 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

