
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

4th Jan 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 

 
11th Jan 1st Sunday of Epiphany 

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

 
18th Jan 2nd Sunday of Epiphany                         

9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship 

         4.00pm Christian  Unity Service at                            
Highgate Methodist Church  

                                   
25th Jan 3rd Sunday of Epiphany  

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Christingle Service 
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Letter from Stephen 
 

Life’s Journeys 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
A number of the stories we hear around the 
birth of Jesus concern journeys. There is the 
journey of Mary and Joseph as they                
travelled to Bethlehem and then as they fled 
into Egypt to escape King Herod. There is the story of the         
shepherds as they go to find Jesus. Then there is the journey of 
the Magi which we think about during this season of Epiphany. 
This is when we remember the revealing of Jesus to people of 
every race and nation. Perhaps we too have had journeys to make 
over the  festive season to see friends and family. 
 
Those wise men needed to pack up, leave home comforts behind 
and go in search of the divine reality they had sensed, but had not 
yet discovered for themselves. With the light before them they set 
out to follow wherever it led them. They were prepared to go          
without any certainty of where it would lead. 
 
For each one of us, God issues an invitation to seek after him. It 
doesn’t matter who we are or where we come from, God invites us 
to journey with the wise men to come to Jesus. These Magi came 
from a great distance away. We may feel that our past choices, our 
current circumstances or our behaviour mean that we can never 
close the distance between God and ourselves. Yet, this story of 
the wise men reveals that no matter how far away we are, when 
we start our search for God, we can, by God’s grace, find our way 
into his marvellous presence. Seek and you will find. 
 
The wise men had faith in God and trusted that he would guide and 
lead them. In the year ahead we need the same faith, courage and 
trust. In the same way that the wise men had the star to guide 
them, so we have Jesus as our guide and strength. We are all on a 
journey and it is important that we stay close to Jesus in our lives. 
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The New Year will see some changes in the life of the church, not 
least in a new vicar. This is something that we have prayed about 
and we trust that God will send the right person to lead us into the 
future. What is important is that we continue to support each other 
and unite around the new incumbent so that God’s work may go 
forward with power. 
 
‘Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith.’ If we keep our 
eyes fixed on him then he will lead us and guide us. We will find 
that we have that love in our lives and his joy in our hearts. I pray 
that God will pour out his Holy Spirit upon us in such a way that St. 
John’s and St. Hilda’s may continue to be beacons of light within 
the community. 
 
Best wishes for a Happy and Blessed New Year. 
 
Stephen 

Thank you to all who have supported Forget-me-Not through me 
during 2014 by giving donations, stamps, buying marmalade 
and cakes. It is very much appreciated. Auralee. 

Next meeting  
Wednesday 28

th
 7.30pm meeting at the 

Maypole, Warley. 
Bob Arnold who is treasurer of Youth For 
Christ will be telling us about this              
organisation. 
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Celebrating 50 years of the Halifax Long March- 5th April, 2015 
 

Every year since 1966 at around midnight on Easter Sunday, a load of 
people set off from the YMCA on a 26 mile walk around the streets of 
Calderdale. Are these people crazy? I hear you ask. Well that is a        
distinct possibility, but it is not the reason for this strange ritual.  
No, the reason these people forego a good night’s sleep is far more  
humbling. They are all taking part in the Long March which aims to raise 
as much money as possible to help fund the work of Christian Aid. 
P l a n n e d ,  o r g a n i s e d ,          
promoted and run entirely by 
a team of dedicated volun-
teers the Long March has so 
far raised over £360,000 and 
is still going strong.  
 
The Long March takes place 
at night, and follows a secret 
route around  Calderdale’s 
roads. As you progress along 
the marathon or half               
marathon routes, you are 
guided by Marshals who, 
along with directions, offer 
support and encouragement. 
Refreshments are provided 
at 'Rest Centres' (equipped 
with toilet facilities and first 
aid) along the route. 
There is no obligation to 
complete the entire route, 
other than stubborn pride, 
and walkers can retire early 
at any of the rest centres or 
marshal points. Anyone who 
does retire is provided with safe transport back to the YMCA. 
 
Compare this walk with one that an Ethiopian woman, Loko, makes four 
days a week, every week of the year.  This is Loko’s daily battle to stop 
her children starving. 
Loko walks alone for eight hours a day, in shoes so thin that thorns     
repeatedly pierce through to her feet, to gather and sell firewood so she 

“I pray to God as I walk, asking him to change 

my life and lead us out of this” 
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St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
10th January at 8.30am in the Church Hall.    
  
 In the morning O Lord, you hear my voice; in the              
morning I lay my request a before you and wait in           
expectation.  Psalm 5: 3 

can feed her children. 
Loko is frightened of being attacked by hyenas with no one to hear her 
screams. So she prays as she walks. Her faith pushes her on. 
It’s a job she dreads, but she has no choice; she must continue, week 

after week. If she doesn’t, her children will starve. As it is, Loko can only 

afford to give them one small meal a day. 

Loko refuses to give up hope.  She dreams of owning a cow one day.  Its 
milk would help her children grow strong, and the milk she sells would 
help her save money to set up a small business buying and selling tea 
and coffee. 
So come and walk in solidarity with Loko and other vulnerable         
Ethiopian women this year, and help transform their lives 
If you don't fancy walking you could always help on the night. You could 
become a marshal, register walkers as they arrive, provide admin sup-
port, or even just make us all a cuppa! 
 
If you are interested in walking or helping with a really good cause then 

visit the Halifax Long March Website – www.longmarch.org.uk on 1st  

February and download an application form. If you can't wait, or don't 

want to forget, you can register your email address on the website and 

we'll send you a form via email. If you prefer the old fashioned way you 

can contact us by telephone and we'll post a form out to you. Simply call 

Wendy (walkers) on 01484 400931, or Dawn (helpers) on 01422 378143.   

Application forms will also be available from Halifax YMCA, Churches 

and Tourist Information Centres.  

We hope to see you on the night and that, whether walking or helping, 

you have a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 

http://www.longmarch.org.uk
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Dear Friends, 
 

I am e-mailing you with regards to a children’s event that is to be held at Halifax 
Elim Church on the 24thJanuary.  I would be very grateful if you could announce 
this in your church and/or ministry area and encourage families to come,           
especially those with younger children. 
 

We have invited a well-known children’s and family’s entertainer who goes by 
the name of Duggie dug dug but is otherwise known as Doug Horley.  He 
and his wife Belinda live in Epsom, Surrey with their two children, Jamie and 
Luke.  Doug has a national and international ministry working with children and 
song writing. Some years ago his song, "We want to see Jesus lifted high", was 
chosen as the theme song for the Global March for Jesus event and sung by 
some 25 million people in 176 countries. Doug is a recording artist signed and 
he has written many other songs that have become children's favourites in 
churches across the planet.  With his team he travels widely putting on family 
praise parties and seminars for adults.  His work has included events for the 
Billy Graham and Reinhardt Bonnke organisations, Spring Harvest and countless 
concerts and family services for churches across the UK, Canada, South Africa 
and other countries.  His heart is simply to see children meet with Jesus in a 
real and profound way and to have a bunch of fun en route! 
 

The event is a chance for young people in the area to meet, have fun and to 
make new friends but it is also a great chance to introduce other young  people 
and families to the faith. 
 

Please note that this event will not be suitable for children under the age of 
three as it is geared for 5-11 year olds. 
 

For more information or to request tickets, contact Bradley Murgatroyd by        
e-mail (bodrizo@hotmail.com) or by telephone (01422 379638 or 07937 
336814).  Tickets cost £2.50 per person.  
 

I can arrange for a poster to be sent to you if you would like to display one. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
God bless, 
Bradley Murgatroyd 

mailto:bodrizo@hotmail.com
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Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     

for January, February and March 2015for January, February and March 2015for January, February and March 2015   
 

 

Sunday January 25th 10.15amSunday January 25th 10.15amSunday January 25th 10.15am   

Christingle Service                                                 Christingle Service                                                 Christingle Service                                                 

“Light Shining in the Darkness” “Light Shining in the Darkness” “Light Shining in the Darkness”    
Please wear or bring something orange Please wear or bring something orange Please wear or bring something orange    

 

 

Sunday February 15th 10.15amSunday February 15th 10.15amSunday February 15th 10.15am   

Family WorshipFamily WorshipFamily Worship   

“Light shines out of our life”“Light shines out of our life”“Light shines out of our life”   
There will be an Open The Book drama There will be an Open The Book drama There will be an Open The Book drama 
Blind Bartimeus.Blind Bartimeus.Blind Bartimeus.   

 

 

Sunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15am   

Family ServiceFamily ServiceFamily Service   

“A New life to live”“A New life to live”“A New life to live”   
 

For more info please contact: 

Rev Cliff Kay 356495 
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SFP Together 
Study, Fellowship & Prayer 
 
In the new year, starting on Monday January 5th, we are 
making a change to our weekly study format by suspending 
the St John’s house groups and inviting members of both St 
John’s and St Hilda’s to come together for a season of collective study, 
fellowship and prayer. 
 
The importance of study, fellowship and prayer are key for the future 
growth of both Churches.  All three features are equally important in the 
life of the Christian and the Church. Together as a collective commitment 
they will be a great gift to the new incumbent as they seek to lead the 
Churches into the future.  
 
There will be two sessions each week - we are encouraging everybody to 
commit to one of them, though the flexibility means you can attend either 
as circumstance requires. 
The material is repeated each day. 
 
They will both be led myself,  held at St John’s Church, taking place on a 
Monday from 1:30pm - 3:30pm in the afternoon and repeated from 
7:30pm until 9.00pm in the evening. 
 
The focus will be upon shared study, developing and strengthening         
fellowship and committing to pray collectively for personal growth in faith, 
outreach from the churches and discernment for future mission in the 
community and wider world. 
 
The first study series will be based upon “The Bible That Jesus Read - 
looking at the Old Testament” and will include the use of dvd                
presentations. 
 
There is also a book you could choose to obtain and arrangements to    
co-ordinate their purchase will be put in place. 
 
This course will then lead us into Lent and our wider Churches            
Together commitment. 
 
Further information from Cliff 
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ABC Together 
Apologetics, Brunch & Conversation 
 

For many today sharing their faith has become a 
daunting challenge, often feeling over whelmed by the 
opposition that professing faith brings. In a World 
where events no longer seem to either shock or surprise and there 
seems to be an an answer for and acceptance of everything, you 
might feel ill equipped to present the unique and life changing mes-
sage that faith and trust in Jesus Christ offers. 
 
The Apostle Peter encourages us to “Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have” (1 Peter 3 v 15).  He also reminds that we 
should “do this with gentleness and respect”. 
 
So how do we uphold the orthodox truths of the faith in a culture 
that presents multiple truths? How do we present them?  
 
A series of monthly apologetics mid-morning brunch conversations 
around the ‘Reason for God’ DVD series presents opportunity to 
look at such questions as; 
 
 Isn’t the Bible a Myth? 
 How can you say there is only one way to God? 
 Why does God allow Suffering? 
 Why gives you the right to tell me how to live my life? 
 How can God be full of Love and Wrath at the same time? 
 How can God send good people to Hell? 
 
Starting on Saturday Morning January 17th 9.30am until 11.00am. 
Venue TBC 
 
Further information from Cliff 
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Warley Coffee Club 
 

Forty eight members attended the final meeting of the season. 
They were served Christmas cake and coffee at their tables with a 
glass of sherry on arrival. 
The entertainment “Music Hall Kaleidoscope” by Mr John Wallis 
was most enjoyable and up to his usual standard. 
After the entertainment there was a short break whilst Janine, from 
“Janine of 5,” arranged the buffet meal which followed at 12:15pm. 
It was excellent. 
The meeting finally closed with the drawing of the raffle. 
Next Coffee Club is on 26th January 2015 when the speaker is to 
be Mr T Moody on “Comedians of Our Good Old Days.” 
The Exercise and Relaxation club will meet on Mondays 5th and 
19th January 2015 
 
Barbara Butler 

There is a new Flower Rota for 2015 in the church porch. 
 
If you would like to donate flowers for some special 
event or in memory of someone please sign on the 
appropriate date.    

Sunday 18th January at 4.00pm  
Churches Together Service for the              
Week of Prayer for Christian unity  
at Highgate Methodist Church  
followed by a Bring & Share tea  
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Our Christmas Party this year was held on December 4
th
 from 

3.30 -6.30 p.m. in Church. Thirty MU members and friends           
enjoyed the happy event, with fun and games and of course 
lovely tea provided by the committee. Thank you to them for all 
their hard work. 
 
Programmes for 2015 were given out at the party, and will start 
with our AGM on January 20

th
 at 7.30 p.m. in the church hall. 

MU subscription for next year is £19.20 and Yvonne would like 
this by the AGM please. 
 
Our Wave of Prayer time has changed now because of the new 
Diocese and will be Friday 9

th
 January at 4p.m. until 4.30 p.m., 

in Church weather permitting.  
 
Our first afternoon meeting of the New Year will be on February 
5

th
, at 129 Paddock Lane at 2.15p.m. The speaker will be Linda 

Franklin, who will tell us about Square Chapel. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are 
welcome so come along and join us. 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
Susan 

Food and support Drop-in 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support through 2014. 
Amazing things are happening through this Christians Together 
organisation. To find out more visit their website @ 
http://www.foodandsupportdropin.org.uk/ 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the February News Letter is 21st January to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

January 2015 Diary 
 

Monday  5
th
 10.30am Exercise Class         

   1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in  Church 
   7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in  Church           
Tuesday  6

th
   Standing committee              

Thursday  8
th
  6.45pm Song Group practice        

Saturday  10
th
  8.30am Prayer Breakfast              

Monday  12
th
 1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in  Church 

   7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in Church                   
Tuesday  13

th
 7.15pm PCC                 

Thursday  15
th
  6.45pm Song Group practice   

Sunday 18th 4.00pm Churches Together Service for the Week of  
     Prayer for Christian unity at Highgate   
     Methodist Church followed by a Bring &  
                      Share tea       
Monday  19

th
 10.30am Exercise Class     

    1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in  Church 
   7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in Church   
Tuesday  20

th
 7.30pm Mother’s Union AGM                  

Thursday  22
nd

  6.45pm Song Group practice             
Sunday  25

th
 10.15am Christingle                   

Monday  26
th
 10.30am Coffee Club      

   1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in Church 
   7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer in  Church               
Wednesday  28

th
  7.30pm Men’s Fellowship                                    

Thursday  29
th
  6.45pm Song Group practice   

 
Uniform Organizations 

    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Wednesday evening 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

