
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
5th Oct 16th Sunday after Trinity     
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 
 
12th Oct 17th Sunday after Trinity     
10.15am Family Communion  
  joint service with St Hilda’s 
  
19th Oct 18th Sunday after Trinity    
  9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship 
 
26th Oct 19th Sunday after Trinity  
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Service       
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Letter from Rev Cliff Kay 
 

“Don’t speculate to accumulate -                  
rather pray to prepare” 
 

They all joined together constantly in 
prayer......Acts 1v14 
 
When you do not know what is coming next....... 
 

The period immediately after the ascension of Jesus Christ into 
heaven was a period of both expectation and uncertainty for the 
Apostles and Disciples.  
 

Their expectation was that the promised 
Holy Spirit, the comforter, would come to 
them. 
 

However, they were still coming to terms 
with the final weeks and days of Jesus 
life and ministry, no small adjustment in 

itself. Much remained unclear. Life would be different, Jesus would 
not be with them in body, but they would be comforted by the Holy 
Spirit......whatever were they to make of this? 
 

I stated in a recent sermon that I sometimes think if we could only 
wipe out our memory banks and re-boot our memory chambers we 
would have a greater appreciation of the situation the apostles and 
disciples found themselves in.  
 

Not knowing can be an uncomfortable position to be in - if we didn’t 
know what we now know about life beyond the ascension we may 
have a greater appreciation, awe and wonderment - and bewilder-
ment! at what the early Church was living with.  
 

It is an almost absurd thought of course, because all that followed 
is now known to us and we read the situation and reactions with 
hindsight. 
 

The Acts Church were seeking God from the position of not             
knowing - but they were nonetheless collectively committed to  
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praying, together, and in agreement, that they would be ready and 
prepared, as well as they could be, for what came next. 
 

St John’s and St Hilda’s are together in the position of not knowing 
who or what will come next.   
 

The importance of being together in prayer, in preparation and 
readiness, for what and who comes next is the priority focus for the 
churches at this time. The focus should be both outwards, with 
prayers of preparation for the one coming, and inwards, with       
continuous personal reflection on how you personally and as 
churches collectively, might be being prepared for the years 
ahead. 
 

I cannot recall St Paul saying ‘pray without speculating’ but It 
would certainly fit with his approach to prayer and spiritual 
engagement. 
 

I recently, with Jane for her birthday, attended a performance of 
Agatha Christie’s long running play ‘The Mousetrap’. Jane asked 
me during the interval who I thought out of the eight (?) characters 
the murderer was, to which I replied………….(sorry, not allowed to 
divulge this information!).  
 

As the rest of the play unfolded and as the culprit was revealed in 
the end, I was proven to be correct in my guess. It was a guess. 
Yes, I had seen half the play unfold and had something to go on, 
and I had a rationale in mind for making my selection, but not 
enough evidence to select. 
 

As the second half of the play unfolded I could have allowed my 
enjoyment to be disrupted by being focussed on ‘looking for clues’ 
that supported my interval guess. 
 

I chose to focus on what was actually taking place rather than be 
distracted by my own speculation. 
 

Whilst there will be the inevitable speculation of mind, and           
conversation, about the next vicar and what the future might be 
like, it should not be a distraction to being ready and prepared,           
continually engaged with the time at hand. 
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In Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians, chapter 10, there is an 
important lesson that should produce a spiritual discipline, where 
Paul’s speaks of learning to take every thought captive, in             
obedience to Christ Jesus.  
 

Controlling our thoughts is one of the important disciplines in living 
well for God and with others. It can be one of the most rewarding 
because it spares us the distraction, and possible disappointment, 
that speculation brings. 
 

I encourage you to be intentional in praying and preparing for the 
new season that will soon be with the churches, making the most 
of every opportunity to pray, listen and discern. 
 

What things might God be wanting to reveal to you through the 
reading of the bible and your prayers that will equip you now for 
your participation in the new season….? 
 
Cliff 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.                                  
Colossians 4: 2 

Our next meeting will be on                
Saturday 11th October at 8.30am in 
the Church Hall come and join us.     
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News from: CICS 

Date for your diary  

Saturday 11th October. 

PRAYER BREAKFAST (for all young people's work in Calderdale) 8.30 

a.m. at St John's Warley (HX2 7LY) 
 

Wednesday 19th November 

ANNUAL OPEN MEETING (incorporating AGM) at Northowram           

Methodist (HX3 7JE) (7.00 p.m. tbc) 
 

At  the same time as  the trustees were discussing a Church/School Link 

Awareness Event in April, Ruth was  working with the Minster staff into 

holding a joint one in March. Date to be confirmed - but isn't it great        

having God confirm our decisions in this way? 
 

Please pray for Ruth, Tony and Laura as they are not only at the Chalk 

Face (What's the modern equivalent?) but building links with  Christian 

volunteers. 
 

Grateful thanks to all who have supported us financially - for 'It's Your 

Move' Books, 3 new  givers via Banker's Order, and donations to support 

our regular work. We feel it is right to expand and are waiting to see how 

He is going to  supply funding. 
 

Yours in Christ  Rosemary Wright Administrator       

WARLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION & ST JOHN’S CHURCH 
ARE JOINTLY HOLDING A:- 

 
 

CEILIDH EVENING & SUPPER                                                                    
Where – Warley St John’s Church Hall                                                     
When – Saturday 11

th
 October 2014                                                             

An evening dancing and listening to The Rob Thorne Band                                    
From 7 30pm to 10 30pm                                                                                          

Pea and pie supper (veggie option available) included                                          
Wine, Soft Drinks and Cans available                                                              

Raffle prizes 
Tickets £5 available from John White Hx 367979,                                                  

Eliana Hx 839458 or June Hx 833824 
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An update on children and young people’s ministry… 
 
 

The work and involvement with children and 
young people at St John’s has been under 
review since the start of this year as we 
have sought to identify and establish new 
opportunities to minister, teach and provide 
faith-focused activities. 
 

As you know we had intended to run a summer holiday club this 
year but there was insufficient interest or take up (it was also the 
case for Warley Town School whose plans suffered a similar end). 
It was hoped that this may present an opportunity to begin                
re-establishing links with young children and families in the wider 
community. 
 

We are now reviewing our family services format, messy church 
and our existing links with the uniformed organisations. 
 

Uniformed Organisations 
 

Following on from last year’s exceptional harvest service, this 
year’s theme will focus on "addressing poverty and living life to the 
full", with notable involvement from the uniformed organisations. 
 

Along with their participation and parade in the Remembrance Day 
service, we are also looking to re-introduce the uniformed                   
organisation carol service in December. 
 

With three existing events involving the uniformed organisations 
during the period of September and Christmas we are moving the 
Christingle service (Orange Sunday!) to early in the New Year, 
around Candlemas. 
 

Family services 
 

With regards to future family services; we are looking at the format 
to enable us to increase not only involvement from the uniformed 
organisations but also as a means of using and developing the 
gifts of others in the church to lead and participate in this children’s 
ministry. At present baptism services usually take place on the 4th 
Sunday but we are looking at setting dates as required during the 
month to continually free up the 4th Sunday for family services.  
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Bishops Pastoral Ministry Course Update – Message from 
John White 
 
After three year’s attendance at the School of Ministry Mirfield, 
some forty five Sunday and midweek training days/evenings,      
attendance at thirty plus evening tutorials as well as attending 
other specialist lectures, I am to receive a Licence giving me         
authorisation to be a Pastoral Minister at St John’s Warley. What a 
wonderful experience of learning, fellowship, joy and fulfilment it 
has been. I’ve met some super people and I have some very 
happy and meaningful memories. Certainly through the very wide 
ranging subjects and areas visited along the journey I have            
certainly had my mind opened to new areas of thinking and feel to 
have a broader understanding of my own Christian Faith and what 
it is to be a present day disciple of Christ.   
 

I wish to thank St John’s PCC for paying my registration fee of £45, 
three years ago. Also, for giving me continuous encouragement 
and support throughout the period of training and for allowing me 
to be active in Parish Pastoral Ministry both before and throughout 
my three year Bishop’s Pastoral Ministry training. I am grateful too 
to our former vicar, the Revd Tony Street, for his personal           
encouragement and support and from others involved with pastoral 
care, ministry and mission at St John’s.  
 

You may say then, so what now? Well, during the 10 15am         
morning family communion service on the 12

th
 October 2014, there 

will be a short service of authorisation when the Bishop’s Pastoral 
Minister’s Licence will be presented to me. The Archdeacon of 
Halifax will be presiding at the Holy Communion service that day 
and I am pleased that we will have with us the Revd Ann Pollard 
(who is a minister within the Dewsbury team of parishes) to preach 
and who has been my personal tutor over the three years of my 
Ministry training.  
 

I hope as many of you as possible will come along to the service 
that day which is also a joint service with members of St Hilda’s. 
There will be some light refreshments served for as many as are 
able to stay for a short time of fellowship after the service.  
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I feel very privileged to be able to serve our Lord at St John’s along 
with other members of the Pastoral Care Team. There are details 
on the notice board at the back of church indicating who are part of 
the team and as I have said many times the Team are just part of a 
network of who serve St John’s parish with regard to pastoral       
ministry and in other areas of shared ministry. 
 
Besides the clergy contact telephone numbers for pastoral care 
matters, there are three Pastoral Ministers serving St John’s:- 
 
David Lodge  01422 330693 
 
Angela Ashton  01422 353539 
 
John White  01422 367979 
 
Many thanks to all of you who have given me encouragement,  
support and included me in your prayers during my three year 
training. 
In Christian Love 
    John  

"We would like to thank everyone at Warley St John's for all their warm wishes, 
cards and gifts following the arrival of our son, Joseph David Lodge, on 18th 
July 2014 weighing 10lb 2oz!   
                                                                                                                          
We have been really touched by everyone's kindness xxx 
 
Love Matthew, Sarah and Joseph" 

A big thank you  to everyone for their prayers, cards, kindness and           
practical help which we received in the past month and are still receiv-
ing. The loss of my mother was sad, but we know she is with the Lord 
and at peace. Knowing you were all there for me, Gloria and my family 
was a wonderful comfort. Once again Thank you.                                                   
Love from Derek, Gloria and family.  
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Coffee Club Exercise and Relaxation Class 
Meet on Mondays 6th & 20th October 10.30am 

Coffee Club  
27

th
  October 2014 

Mr John Hardy 

‘My Mayoral Year’  
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Food and Support Drop In 13th September 2014  
  
This week we gave out 138 parcels, plus 8 for new people and another 8 for families 
who attended family gathering with 15 children. Making a total of 154 parcels.                         

We had 50 volunteers. There are; prayers, managers, door people, greeters, listeners, 
advisers, scribes, registerers, runners, assessors, store people, packers, distributors, 
bakers, cooks, caterers, servers, washers up, childcare workers, assistants, mentors, 
peacemakers, befrienders and cleaners. They are all amazing! 

It is really heartening that as well as support from many individuals, donations come in 
from shops, businesses, churches, schools, societies, other charities and even local  
allotment groups! We are simply amazed and thank God for you all. 

The only sad thing is that because we are so busy when people bring deliveries, we  
often do not know who has been and can’t say thank you properly. Deliveries often 
arrive at our door and people are gone again before we realise it.  Each week we        
appreciate everyone’s kind generosity and because of this we are able to help so many 
people. 

It would be great if you put a card or note in with your donations so that at least we 
know where everything comes from. 

We are grateful for ALL donations. Please see our main list below, everything is in short 
supply this week, but especially Toothpaste.  
  
Also, we try to give all our guests something to eat and drink every Saturday Morning 
and therefore fresh food and baking is always very welcome for our free cafe. Please 
bring these before 9.30am if possible.  
 May I remind you that we cannot use any items that contain alcohol such as cleaning 
materials or mouthwash etc. 
  
As the weather starts to turn cooler people are starting to ask for warm coats, gloves, 
socks, shoes, trainers and boots etc. We are also asked for household items such as 
towels, quilts and covers, tin openers, crockery, pans and other cooking utensils etc.  
  
Donations of money are gratefully received. Please contact us via our website, if you 
wish to make a donation. Please don’t forget to gift aid if possible. We also have           
facilities to arrange standing orders if you wish to make regular donations. The Food 
and Support Drop In Treasurer can also be contacted by post via the Ebenezer Centre. 
   
Thank you all for your support 
God bless you all 
Christine 
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We meet this month on Wednesday 
22nd October 7.30pm down at the 
Jubilee Rooms on Sowerby Bridge 

railway station.                                     
The Revd Stephen Bradberry            

will share with us his                            
‘Testimony and Chaplaincy.’                                               

Our meetings are very informal and 
we welcome all men to join us. 

 

For more information on the 
men’s Fellowship have a 
word with:                                    
Grahame Wiltshire,                      
Graham Pearson,                        
Les Ashton or David Lodge. 

There was no afternoon meeting in September, but our Wave of 
Prayer time was Wednesday 3

rd
 September from 5p.m. to 5.48p.m. 

This was held in Church as usual and we had a super new service 
this year, to help us to pray for our Link Branches overseas. I know 
it wasn’t an easy time that we had been given, but there were 8 of 
us present and we thank Stephen for leading the service for us. 
 

Our evening meeting was on September 17
th
 when our speaker 

was Paul Blakey MBE, founder of Halifax Street Angels. It was a 
very interesting and humorous evening learning about an               
organisation that is doing excellent work. 
 

October 2
nd

 will be our next afternoon meeting at 129, Paddock 
Lane at 2.15 p.m. when the speaker will be Peter Whiteley, who 
will tell us all about the Tour de France, which has taken place in 
our area this year. 
 

We are hoping to arrange an evening autumn dinner on the 16
th
 

October and a visit to the Playhouse on October 29
th
 to see            

Phantom of the  Opera. Numbers and further details will be           
arranged at our September meeting. Please contact me as soon as 
possible if you are interested in joining us. 
We look forward to seeing you at any of our events. 
Many thanks.                      Susan 
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http://www.westyorkshiredales.anglican.org 

October Diary 
 

Thursday 2nd 2.15pm Mother’s Union 
   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 6th 10.30 am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     Home Groups meet at:  
       2.00pm check with leader for venue 
       7.45pm 8 Court Lane 
       7.30pm  10 Stonecroft Mount 
Thursday 9th 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Saturday 11th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
   7.30pm Ceilidh Evening and Supper 
Monday  13th   Home Groups meet  
Thursday 16th  6.45pm Song Group Practice  
   7.30pm Mother’s Union 
Monday 20th 10.30 am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     Home Groups meet  
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday 23rd 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Friday  24th   Joint Parish Weekend away with St Hilda’ at 
Sunday  26th   Wydale Hall 
Monday 27th 10.30am Coffee Club 
Thursday 30th  6.45pm Song Group Practice  
 

Uniform Organizations 
   Meet weekly through term time. 
   Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
   Beavers   Wednesday evening 
   Brownies   Tuesday evening 
   Cubs    Friday evening 
   Guides  Tuesday evening 
   Scouts   Friday evening 
   Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening 

  
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the November News Letter is 22nd October to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

To cut costs and help the environment you could receive a paper free 
copy of the monthly News Letter in colour.                                                                                               
Just email me your request at: courtlodge8@btinternet.com    

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

