
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 
2nd November 4th before Advent 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 
  
9th November Remembrance Sunday 
9.00am Holy Communion  
10.30am Remembrance Service      
  beginning in Warley 
 
16th  November 2nd before Advent  
10.15am Joint Service at St. Hilda’s 
 
23rd November Christ the King  
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 
 
30th November Advent Sunday  
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 
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Stephen’s Letter 
 

When they reached a place called Gethsemane,           
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Sit here and pray…’ As I 
was reading these words it came home to me just 
how important prayer is! Prayer is our  communi-
cation/link with God and how important it is to 
keep those channels open. Often because we are 
so busy, prayer seems to get pushed into the back-

ground. Yet, prayer is an essential part of our Christian 
life. If the Lord is someone in whom we trust – if he is 
someone on whom we can rely, then prayer is an impor-
tant part of that relationship. Nor is prayer just a one way               
conversation. I believe we must take time to listen to 
what God is saying to us; that might be through his Word 
– the Bible, it might be through other literature or it 
might be through listening to our Christian friends. 

Clearly, Jesus regarded prayer as important – ‘sit here while I pray…’ 
 

Often there are situations in our lives when we may seem powerless to 
resolve a situation or a problem. Rather than do nothing we can pray. 
This is also true for people as they get older in years where they cannot 
run around quite as much. Well one thing they can do is to pray. I                
remember my own father, in later life, took great responsibility in               
praying for the issues he felt important to bring to God. There is clearly a        
ministry of prayer! One in which we can all be involved. 
 

If we are close to God in prayer – if we are conscious of his presence in 
our lives, then we can have that assurance that he is listening to us. We 
can know that he is with us in every situation strengthening, encouraging 
and upholding us. Many people are only prompted to pray when in a       
crisis and then complain that God is not listening to them. The regiment 
which has not mastered its manoeuvres on the training ground cannot 
hope to learn them on the field of battle. It has been said that Jesus         
conquered Calvary in prayer in Gethsemane the night before. I believe it 
is important to stay close to God in our prayers – not just in a crisis but 
to regularly bring before him those things on our hearts and on our 
minds. 
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The PCC thought it would be helpful to have a prayer during this vacancy 
which we could use at each service on a Sunday and also for our own        
personal use. This is important as we ask for God’s guidance and blessing 
on the appointment of our next vicar. Please do use it. 
May God bless you all.      Stephen.  
 

Parish Prayer to be used during the Vacancy 
 

God our Father, you have welcomed  
each one of us in Jesus and called us  

to be his Body in this place.  
Guide us by your Holy Spirit  
especially during this time of                                                                                         

vacancy and change.  
Fill us with vision, energy and faithfulness  

in prayer that we may be true to our calling  
to seek to encounter you in new and  
unexpected ways, to engage with the  
world and to encourage each other. 
Please guide those who are choosing                                                                

a new vicar for these parishes, give                                                                     

them a discerning heart, a listening ear                                                                                   

and a prayerful mind so that they may                                                                 

choose the right person, indeed, the person                                                         

you have called to serve you here at                                                                                     

St. John’s and St. Hilda’s.                                                                                           

We ask this Father God, through the                                                                            

name of your Son, Jesus Christ,                                                                                   

our Lord and Saviour. Amen 
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Chantry Dance Company at the Square Chapel Arts Centre, Halifax  
 

Chantry Dance Company is a professional dance company whose mission 
is to explore the redemptive and liberating power of dance. Their ethos 
is Christian, and through their shows, outreach and education work, they 
try to spread a message of love and hope. 
They will be performing a triple bill of Oscar Wilde's The Happy Prince, 
Rhapsody in Blue and All I Can Do Is Be Me - the Bob Dylan Ballet, (who 
knew there was such a thing?!) at the Square Chapel Arts Centre, Halifax 
on November 20th at 8:00pm. 
 

The Chantry Dance Company is the East Midlands only professional         
theatrical contemporary ballet company. The company includes dancers 
who have performed at Sadler's Wells, in London's West End, for       
Matthew Bourne, for Javier De Frutos and all major UK Opera             
companies. They strongly believe that dance can change people's lives, 
and have seen people respond incredibly positively to their shows. A 
business man recently said: "the show that you put on for Gravity Fields 
in Grantham was truly wonderful. It was the first time my wife had seen 
a ballet performed and she was absolutely amazed at the emotions 
awoken by the performance. Others I have spoken to as well, since the 
performance on Saturday, were also similarly impressed." 
 

Chantry Dance Company celebrates Oscar Wilde’s 160th Anniversary 
with a stunning new modern ballet production of his poignant short 
story of ‘The Happy Prince’. Step into Wilde’s world and meet the            
charismatic but sorrowful Prince, who grieves for the lives of the poor 
people in his kingdom. Help arrives in the form of a swallow and          
together they carry hope and good fortune out to the people. The Happy 
Prince is a tale of sacrifice and understanding that material possessions 
will not bring happiness. The ballet is set to Glazunov’s ‘The Seasons’, 
which perfectly complements the narrative.      
 
Also in the programme is a duet set to Gershwin’s popular ‘Rhapsody in 
Blue’ which explores the idea of inspiration from within and, a firm     
ensemble ballet favourite from Chantry Dance Company’s repertoire, ‘All 
I Can Do Is Be Me’, set to the raw and evocative songs of Bob Dylan, 
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Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.                                  
Colossians 4: 2 

Our next meeting will be on                
Saturday 8th November at 8.30am 
in Church  come and join us.     

 

 

looks at how one man can heal a broken society through love. 
Even if this does not appeal to you could you please recommend it to 
friends and family who might be interested in a night out at the theatre; 
perhaps you could babysit?! 
Tickets: £13 (£11 concessions) (Includes £1 voluntary donation & £1 
online booking fee) You can book by phone, on-line or call in at the 
Square Chapel itself. 
 
Please find further details about the show on our website with more       
 information about Chantry Dance:                                  
www.chantrydancecompany.org/whats-on 
 

A small boy returned from Sunday School 
in tears. When questioned by his mother, 
he replied. ‘This morning they told me 
that Jesus wants me to be a sunbeam, 
but I want to be a train driver’. 

http://www.chantrydancecompany.org/whats-on
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Celebration as the new bishops for                                                                
Huddersfield and Bradford are consecrated 

The two bishops who will complete the team (or 'college') of five bishops 
leading the new Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales have been       
ordained and consecrated at York Minster (October 17th).  
 
At a service conducted by the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, 
Toby Howarth (pictured second on left) was consecrated as the Area 
Bishop of Bradford, and Jonathan Gibbs (second from right) was             
consecrated as the Area Bishop of Huddersfield – the first ever  Bishop of 
Huddersfield. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They join the West Yorkshire and the Dales episcopal team led by the Rt 
Revd Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds and diocesan bishop (pictured  centre) 
and his episcopal colleagues, the Rt Revd James Bell, the Bishop for the 
Ripon Area (pictured far right) and the Rt Revd Tony Robinson, Bishop 
for the Wakefield Area (pictured far left). 
Hundreds of friends, family, colleagues and supporters were at the           
service including many from the Diocese of Chester, where Jonathan 
Gibbs  was  Rector of Heswall for seventeen years. Friends and                
supporters also came from Lambeth Palace where Toby Howarth was 
the Archbishop’s Secretary for Inter Religious Affairs since 2011, and by 
coach from Springfield in Birmingham where he was Priest in Charge 
from 2004 to 2011.  
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Help out Warley Town School by collecting tokens…  
 

1.   Collect Tubs4Tablets tokens inside special 500g tubs of Flora Original, 
Light and Buttery and Stork 500g – available from Tesco stores only 

from early October 2014 

2.   Hand the tokens in at school or church 

3.   When school collect 50 tokens they can claim a brand new Samsung 

Galaxy tablet 7.0 

 http://www.flora.com/get-involved/tubs4tabs 

Overgate Hospice Light Up A Life Event  

 
The Christmas season is often a time for thinking about others, please 
help Overgate Hospice by dedicating a light on our Light Up A Life tree.                                                                         
You can dedicate by visiting lightup.overgatehospice.org.uk                        
or we can send you a dedication form if you can call 01422 
387121.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Please join us at this years light Up A Life events on: 
Sunday 30th November, 2pm at Halifax Minster 
Sunday 7th December, 4pm at Overgate Hospice 
Sunday 7th December, 4pm at St Mary’s Church, Todmorden 
 

Overgate Hospice provides care to people with life-limiting illnesses such 
as cancer. At Overgate we know that we cannot add days to the life of 
our patients but with your support we can add life to the days they have 
left. To learn more about the hospice please visit: 
www.overgatehospice.org.uk  

http://www.flora.com/get-involved/tubs4tabs
http://lightup.overgatehospice.org.uk
http://www.overgatehospice.org.uk
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Area Dean’s Autumn Letter 2014 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Again, we approach the end of another year and we look towards the 
Advent season with all its joy and meaning with the coming of Christ. We 
also look forward to our new bishop of Huddersfield, Jonathan Gibbs, 
taking up his post on 1st December. Over the coming months he will 
want to visit the parishes of our deanery to get to know us better and to 
help us with the work we seek to do in our parishes. I am sure this will be 
a support and encouragement to us all. 
 

We live in an age when time is precious. It is easy to get our priorities 
mixed up. We are pushed from pillar to post and never seem to find time 
for ourselves. We don’t always have the occasion to relax in our faith or 
be filled with the joy of the Lord in our lives. Yet, Christ longed that his 
disciples might be filled with joy.  ‘These things I have spoken to you, 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be full’. 
 

The New Testament church was filled with this remarkable quality of joy 
and love, even in the fiercest trials. This in itself was a powerful witness 
of the life of God’s Spirit within the church. Paul, writing from prison 
wrote constantly about joy in his letter to the Philippian church. ‘Rejoice 
in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice’. 
 

In a world marked by hopelessness, gloom and despair, the radiant joy of 
Christ in the lives of Spirit filled Christians is of special significance. We 
need in our lives, the constant encouragement that joyful praise can 
bring. Christ never promised that following him would be easy. That’s 
why he wanted the disciples to be filled with his joy so that they might 
overcome the testing that they would experience. 
 

Let us in our lives, express the love and joy of knowing Jesus. In him we 
have life. God wants his people to be bathed in the beauty of his glory 
and filled with the radiance of his joy. When that happens, the church 
will become a magnet for the lonely and distressed, the hungry and the 
confused. May we look towards the future with joy and with the           
expectation of his blessing upon us. May God give you all his rich love 
and joy and peace.            Stephen Bradberry 
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Thirty three of us gathered (quite a crowd!) 
for the Saturday October prayer breakfast; 
fifteen of those connected with CICS.            

Following on from Stephen's reading of the feeding of the five thousand 
and his comments that resonated with various people and what they felt 
God had been speaking about to them recently , I came across this; it's 
taken from 'Time to pray' e-newsletter - an interesting slant on that 
scripture, entitled God’s Leftovers. 
 

'When they had all had enough to eat, He said to his disciples, ‘Gather 
the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.’ John 6:12 NIV 
 

The thousands had eaten until they could eat no more – what to do with 
the rest? ‘Hey guys, anyone got an empty basket?’ Maybe empty           
containers were handed over by the poorest people in the crowd. Jesus’ 
friends took the empties and filled them with leftover pieces of bread. 
Then what? I picture them handing the baskets back, full. ‘Here you are 
– take this home for your family.’ Nothing was wasted. 
 

There have been times when I've felt like something mouldy, left too 
long in the fridge! Others are doing exciting 
things, bringing change to the world, and I'm 
plodding through my days. This passage reminds 
me, if I put each day into Jesus’ hands, whatever 
comes out is not wasted. I may feel like a left-
over, bitten off from the main loaf and tossed on 
the ground. Yet in God’s economy I am some-
how gathered, put in a basket and given as food for the hungry. Most of 
the time (and this is a good thing) I don’t even know it’s happening. 
 

Are you feeling left out, left over? God doesn't see it that way. 
 

Dear Lord Jesus, give us courage to face each day by giving it into your 
hands and letting you make of it what you will.  
We stand against the thought that we might be a useless leftover. May 
we know your love and pleasure in the midst of dull days.' 
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Godly Play Evening 
 
A taster evening introducing Godly Play; 
how it can be used with people of all ages exploring the 
Bible together 
Monday 24th November 
7.00pm - 9.00pm 
Diocesan Office (Wakefield) 
To book a place contact Ann Hall. Secretary to The Resourcing Children, 
Youth and Families Team. ann.hall@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org 

Gift Day 
As a Church we continue to honour God in our tithing and trust Him for 
financial provision for future ministry, particularly during this vacancy 
period. 
In recent years we have been able to achieve our Common Fund commit-

ment.  This time last year the PCC forecast a 
£10,000 deficit, which thanks to a special           
bequest we were able to pay in full, together 
with the improvements in the surroundings of 
the Church. 
This year our expected deficit has reduced to 
£7,000 thanks to generous giving, fundraising 

and careful spending and the PCC has agreed to 
a Gift Day being held on Advent Sunday, 30th 
November in order to try and achieve payment 
of the Common Fund in full.  Please prayerfully 
consider what you might be able to give. The 
appeal will be launched with presentations at all 
services on 19th October. 
 
We have a big incentive; if we meet our Common Fund assessment in 
full, we will get a reduction of nearly £5000 from next year’s Common 
Fund assessment. 

mailto:ann.hall@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org
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Halifax Choral Society's 196th annual performance of 
Handel's                                           

"Messiah"                                                                                                                             
on Advent Sunday Nov 30th 4pm 

 Victoria Theatre 

Meet on 26th November 7.30pm                               
at the Maypole, Warley                                                                           
The speaker is David McCallam, who is                               
secretary of the local Warley History Group. 
David has said he will be talking about the            

influence of the MaCrea family in Warley and the surrounding area.   
Warley Church has a long connection with the MaCrea's from the time of 
the church being built when Mr MaCrea was a principle benefactor and 
provided at least a quarter of the funding. 
All men are welcome to join us.                                                                                    
For more information on the Men’s Fellowship Group please see:                
Grahame Wiltshire, Graham Pearson, Les Ashton or David Lodge.  
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Are you a non-tax payer and do you give to St John’s?    
Then read on - this applies to you 
 

You will be aware that if a tax payer gives a donation to St John’s, we can get 
Gift Aid back from the Inland Revenue, but are you aware that we can also get 
back Gift Aid from donations from non-tax payers? 
 

Last year, the Revenue introduced a new system called the Gift Aid Small         
Donations Scheme (GASDS), which allows us to reclaim Gift Aid on donations 
that: 

 are £20 or less in value, and  

 are in cash (not cheques). 
It also allows us to claim tax on “aggregated donations” so that all the loose 
money in the collection plate is eligible.  So far this year we’ve been able to 
claim over £700, with more to come by the end of the year.      
 

So if you are giving £20 or less in cash to St John’s, we can get the Gift Aid back 
- thank you very much. 
 

But there are circumstances where we get the donations but cannot get Gift 
Aid, and here are some examples: 

1.  A non-tax payer commits to give £5 each week and uses envelopes.  For 
 every donation, we can get the Gift Aid back.  But then he/she goes on 
 holiday for a couple of weeks, and puts a cheque for £15 in the next 
 week’s envelope to cover the missing weeks.  This is NOT eligible for Gift 
 Aid as it is a cheque. 

2.  A non-tax payer commits to give £10 each week and uses envelopes.  For 
 every donation, we can get the Gift Aid back.  But then he/she goes on 
 holiday for a couple of weeks, and puts £30 in cash in the next week’s 
 envelope to cover the missing weeks.  This is NOT eligible for Gift Aid as it 
 is a single donation over £20.  (If three envelopes, each with £10 were 
 given, that would be fine.) 
3. A non-tax payer commits to give £20 each month and uses a Standing 
 Order.  This is NOT eligible for Gift Aid as it is not a cash donation. 
 

Ironically, if someone put £40 in cash into the collection plate, this would be 
eligible, as we would not know that it is a single donation - it could easily have 
been two separate donations each of £20. 
 

So, if you are NOT a tax payer and wish to give to St John’s, please use cash 
and in amounts of £20 or less, or use the collection plate. 
 

If you have any questions, please do ask Graham Pearson. 
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Coffee Club Exercise and Relaxation Class 
Meet on Mondays 3rd & 17th November 

10.30am 
Coffee Club  

24th November 
Ms Heather G Slater 

 
 
 

 
 
This year’s Autumn Fayre will be held on Saturday 15th November from 
11.00am to 2.00pm. The doors will open at 11.00am. 
There will be a variety of stalls selling cakes and home-made produce, 
Christmas gifts, toiletries, New to You items, jewellery, plants, DVD’s 
and toys. Then there is the café where you can relax with morning         
coffee or enjoy lunch. 
 
If anyone has items for sale at the Autumn Fayre then please contact a 
church member or bring them along to church, where they will be            
gratefully accepted. From the beginning of November there will be 
boxes at the back of church for any contributions for the stalls. 
 If you feel you would like to help on one of the stalls then we would be 
most grateful of your help. 
 
We are keen to make this year’s Autumn Fayre a success in raising 
money for the church but also in being able to meet and talk together. 
Please come along and enjoy this happy event. We look forward to      
seeing you. 

Stephen 
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October 2nd was our afternoon meeting at 129, Paddock Lane, when the 
speaker was Peter Whiteley. He told us about the history and lots of 
other interesting facts concerning the Tour de France, which has taken 
place in our area this year. 
We held our evening autumn dinner on the 16th October at the                 
Crossroads Inn and had a lovely evening and meal together. 8 of us           
visited the Playhouse on October 29th to see Phantom of the Opera,       
performed by Halifax Amateur Theatre Youth. As always it was a super 
production. 
 

The Autumn Fayre will be held on Saturday November 15th starting at 11 
a.m. As usual the MU will be organising the café and also have a stall for 
cakes, buns, preserves etc. Produce will be needed for the café and 
Yvonne has a list of food required for you to sign. Also, baking and           
produce is needed for the stall. 
Please do support in any way that you can, providing food and also help 
on the day itself. 
 

Our evening meeting in November is on November 18th when Brenda 
Waddington will be leading a Patchwork Evening, so please do join us for 
that. 
 

Our Christmas Party will be held on December 4th from 3.30 -6.30 p.m. in 
Church. This party is open to ALL members of the congregation and is 
always a happy event with fun and games. Please do join us for part of 
the time if you work. Tea will be at 5p.m. approximately and this year 
will be provided entirely by the committee, so you have only yourself 
and friends to bring. 
We look forward to seeing you at any of our events. 
Many thanks. 
                                   Susan 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the December News Letter is 19th November to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

 

November Diary 
 

Monday 3rd 10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     Home Groups meet at:  
       2.00pm check with leader for venue  
       7.45pm 8 Court Lane 
       7.30pm 10 Stonecroft Mount       
Thursday 6th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Saturday 8th   8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Monday 10th   Home Groups meet  
Thursday 13th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Saturday 15th 11.00am  Autumn Fayre till 2.00pm 
Monday 17th 10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     Home Groups meet  
Tuesday 18th   7.30pm Mother’s Union 
Wednesday 19th   7.15pm PCC meeting 
Thursday 20th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 24th 10.30am Coffee Club 
     Home Groups meet  
Wednesday 26th 7.30pm Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday 28th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening 
 
 
 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

