
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

7th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship  

 
14th December 3rd Sunday of Advent                  

9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Communion 

 
 21st December 4th Sunday of Advent  

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am      Uniformed Org Carol Service 

 
24th December Christmas Eve 

 6.30pm Carol Service 
 

25th December  Christmas Day  
9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Communion 
 

28th December 1st Sunday of Christmas 
 9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Service 
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Letter from Cliff 
 

On a recent visit to Berlin (with my son       
Reuben) I realised how much you can get into 
a well planned four-day trip. Among the high-
lights for me were visits to the famous Hansa 
recording studios (with reference to a series of 
albums by David Bowie) and a concert at The 
Berlin Philharmonic Hall (no connection to David Bowie!) 
 

It was, however, the visits to the museums that proved to be the 
most insightful features of the trip. Most specifically the Jewish  
Museum. 
 

This building, like the majority of the city, was built after the             
Second World War and had both plain and imaginative features in 
its architectural design. Plain walls, light colours and open spaces 
that facilitated the depiction of Jewish history as a walk through  
experience. You don't need to know much of Jewish history to     
anticipate what was to follow as you moved from room to room, 
and era to era. 
 

The most significant feature of the design however was the subtle 
sensation you experienced as you read the history whilst walking 
amidst strange shaped rooms with floors that contained an element 
of slope in them, culminating in an exit to a yard containing a series 
of closely constructed concrete columns and ad/hoc block paving, 
that immediately dispersed you into the unknown. You knew others 
were with you out there but you had difficulty finding them. This 
was the Exile. 
 

The purpose of the subtle design was to internalise the experience, 
not merely read and observe.  
 

It worked. I am telling you about it.... 
 

Reflecting back on this has drawn me back to one of my favourite 
books of the bible, the first I read in full. The book of Deuteronomy. 
I always recommend it as the first Old Testament book to read. 
Why? It's full of narrative, instruction, guidance and prophetic 
warning but specifically because it reveals God to be the one who 
‘seeks to dwell in relationship among people’, not a remote                
unknowable being. 
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For reasons I cannot explain, an historical study of the Jewish  
people, alongside a reading of Deuteronomy, acts as a conviction 
for me of the plans and purposes of God.  
 

Its also the relevance that the warnings and experience of the  
Jewish people are as real now as then. 
 

Just read chapter 8 of Deuteronomy to start with :                      
“Do not forget the Lord….” 
 
6 Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in        
obedience to him and revering him.  
 

10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 
God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do 
not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his 
laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day.  
 

12 Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine 
houses and settle down 
 

14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  
 

17 You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my 
hands have produced this wealth for me.’ 18 But remember the 
Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 
wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your       
ancestors, as it is today. 
 

19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and 
worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you 
will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the Lord destroyed be-
fore you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the Lord your 
God. 
 

Deuteronomy draws together the beginnings and the establishment 
of the Jewish nation with the purpose of God making himself 
known to them in their community and life ‘through his dwelling 
among them’, most specifically in the instructions for the             
tabernacles and the later Temple. 
         Continued over leave 



5 

 

When many look for proof and sound reason for belief in God I look 
at the history of the Jewish people, their persecution and            
dispersion and the very books we share with them, The Bible          
Jesus Read, and see a God who has always sought to make          
himself known through relationship, through dwelling and ultimately 
through his coming in the person of Jesus to them and the rest of 
humanity as Messiah and Saviour. 
 

Not only was Deuteronomy brought to mind when reflecting upon 
the history of the Jews in the museum and the extent of their          
suffering but the words of Zechariah 12v10 (yet to be fulfilled); 
 

‘And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, 
the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one 
mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves 
for a firstborn son. 
 

Reflecting on what humanity had done to the chosen people of 
God (and continues to do to so many others) highlighted the            
fractured and desperate state of the human condition - adding       
significant meaning for all time to the death through crucifixion of 
his Son, Jesus. 
 

Where human history is full of death and destruction, God’s history 
is one of authority over death through the resurrection of his Son, 
Jesus.  
 

God’s love for the Jewish people and the whole human race is real, 
costly and life changing. 
 

Its effectual for each one of us if we are willing to live by faith and trust in 
Jesus, rather than face the fear and failure that is often woven into our 
human history and life experience. 
 
Cliff 

 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
13th December  at 8.30am in the Church Hall.     
 In the morning O Lord, you hear my voice; in the              
morning I lay my request a before you and wait in           
expectation.  Psalm 5: 3 
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our alternative Halloween event. 
 
A common theme of Halloween is fear - fear of ghosts, fear of monsters, 
and just fear. God teaches us to overcome fear by relying on Him. ‘For I 
am the LORD your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to 
you, Do not fear; I will help you’, Isaiah 41 v 13. Our aim for Shine a light 
was to use the opportunity that Halloween presented in acknowledging 
that the world is a scary and dangerous place, that it’s okay to confront 
our fear of death and darkness, but to reach out and shine the light of 
Christ; introducing children to Jesus who can help us overcome and 
guide us. 
Fifteen children, varying in age from 3 to 9 years old, came and spent the 
morning in St John’s church hall where they were entertained with a   
variety of activities! We started with food, toast and a drink, and ended 
with food, serving jacket potatoes with a choice of toppings and of course 
had a drink and biscuit break mid-morning!  
We organised 7 different activity stations, spread throughout the building, 
which they visited in turn. The children were divided up into small groups 
and had an assigned adult guide to accompany them as they went on 
the circuit. They had a go at bobbing for apples and trying to catch the 
dangling marshmallows on a line (without using their hands, of course!); 
went on a blindfold guided walk; felt and tried to guess what was in the 
sensory boxes; made bell pepper lanterns; followed a friend in the dark 
booklets; made a picture frame and watched a Godly Play story. Then it 
was time to experience an Open the book drama, with the team dressed 
up and acting out the story of blind Bartimaeus.  
There were 17 adults involved in one way or another in Shine a light; as 
kitchen crew, station ‘masters’, group guides, and actors and actresses. 
All were well and truly shattered at the end of the morning! The feedback 
we’ve received was very positive and the children certainly seemed to 
enjoy it all; their overall favourite activity was bobbing for apples and 
marshmallows! 
Personally it was a big learning curve for me, a lot of work but well worth-
while doing; I certainly appreciate the help and support I received 
throughout. Jane.  
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Wydale Hall 24 - 26th October 2014 
 
28 adults, 4 children and a guide dog set 
off from Warley on Friday 24th October 
to drive the eighty miles to Brompton 
on Sawden, North Yorkshire. The party 
included four members of St Hilda’s and 
the rest were from St John’s. 
 
Wydale Hall retreat and conference 

Centre, originally built in the 18th century as a country house, has 29 
bedrooms, a range of meeting rooms, worship spaces, a dining room and 
bar. The grounds include  ex-
tensive lawns, meadow and 
woodland, and a historic 
walled garden with a prayer 
maze. Wydale Hall is about 
one mile off the Pickering to 
Scarborough Road. 
In the afternoon each guest 
was welcomed by Barry, the 
manager of a superb           
hospitality team. After we 
had settled into our rooms 
refreshments were served in the lounge. 
Everyone had arrived by dinner and we were served a delicious three 
course meal. All the food is home cooked in the Hall’s kitchens and       
ingredients sourced locally as far a possible. 
Cliff told us about Tony’s prostate cancer so we were able to pray for 

him and Susan before the entertainment        
began. 
The entertainment consisted of a sort of Top 
Trumps meets musical chairs game about       
British Cathedrals. The funniest bit was Cliff 
explaining the answers afterwards. 
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Dear Friends 
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to everyone for all 
the beautiful flowers, plants, many many cards and expressions of 
sympathy received after Val’s death. Val will certainly be missed, 
not only by us, but all her ‘St. John’s’ family. During her illness Val 
drew great comfort, as we did, from all the prayers and support she 
received. 
Thank you again. 
Audrey and Geoff 
God Bless. 

On Saturday some of us 
prayed together in the small 
chapel before breakfast.  
A full English breakfast made a 
good start to a sparkling      
Autumn day. Stephen       
Bradberry led the morning 
teaching while the children 
enjoyed their own activities. 
We then went into our groups 

to plan the worship for Sunday morning. The afternoon being “free 
time,” most people went to the seaside. Another scrumptious dinner in 
the evening was followed by dancing led by Madeline Russell and the 
famous “Mr. and Mrs. Game”  led by Graham Pearson. 
 
Sunday dawned another glorious morning. After breakfast we had time 
to perfect our group’s bit of the Worship. We were richly blessed for our 
endeavours as the Worship session was full of His presence. There was 
music, dancing, drama and teaching in the stunning setting of the large 
chapel overlooking the magnificent grounds.  
After Sunday lunch we all departed for home tired but refreshed as well. 
Many thanks to Anita for organising the Weekend Away. 
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How has God blessed you?  
 
This will be the new theme for the notice board in church. There will be 
testimonies from those who feel happy to share their experience of  
blessing. I ask you all to consider writing a few lines about how God has 
blessed you, or you could ask someone to write it out for you.  
                                                                                                                         
The bible urges us to give thanks to God always… 
 Eph. 5:20 ‘always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’  
                                                                                                                    
1 Thes. 5:18 ‘in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in 
Christ Jesus.’   
                                                                                                                                        
We do not always see our blessings; however, if you are like me there 
are a few things God has blessed you with in your life that your faith tells 
you came from God.      
 
This is the blessing I often speak of:                                                                                                                                     
My son has ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder): 
I believe that God is at work my son’s life, and therefore my life.                                                          
When I think about what might have been… had he started school with-
out support; many ASD children are labelled naughty and do not receive 
the support they need in school; many children are not diagnosed before 
school , or in some cases at all. The fact that my son started school with 
a statement of education and a teaching assistant is a real blessing from 
God! My husband and I were not convinced there was anything             
specifically wrong, he was just younger than his years. The process 
started when my son was two, he was referred to speech and language 
because of a delay with his emotional and social development, and his 
communication skills. At pre-school an education psychologist suggested 
some support because there was a significant gap between his            
understanding and communication skills (usually they are roughly the 
same).  We were referred to a paediatrician who saw the whole family 
and we also had home visits. As we approached school age the             
paediatrician suggested testing for ASD in light of the discrepancy         
between home and pre-school reports. It was nothing short of a miracle 
that everything, and everyone came together to give my son the best 
chance of integrating successfully into early education. He is happy and 
enthusiastic about school. I thank God for his blessing every time I speak 
of this amazing blessing to our lives!   
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New Years Eve Dinner  

Once again after popular demand there will be a                                    
New Years Eve Dinner  on 31st December                                                 

at St. John’s Church Hall 
 drinks at 7.00pm meal served at 7.30pm                               

 

 

Porridge Project                                               
Christmas Fair                                               
6th December                          

10.30am to 1pm 

 
At St. John’s Church Hall 

Autumn Fayre 
Could I thank everyone who contributed to the Autumn Fayre by 
providing things to sell, by helping on the stalls or just being there. 
It was a lovely time of fellowship together. We raised the sum of 
£756.55 on the day which was really good. A tenth of this total will 
go to the Children’s Society. Thank you all once again for your 
support. 
Stephen  
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Valerie Abel RIP 
 
As most of you will know one of St John’s faithful members of the 
congregation and good friend too many, sadly passed away on the 
30

th
 October 2014. 

Val ensured that she had planned the order of service for her           
funeral and besides the singing of five very appropriate hymns, the 
inclusion of prayers and bible readings, a very meaningful address 
put together by Canon Stephen Bradberry, Val left a memory of her 
through two poems I had the privilege of reading. 
Many have commented on how relevant and appropriate the               
poems were and that they left a memory for all of us of a very dear, 
caring, happy and sincere friend. The words of the poems are as 
follows:- 

 

 

 

 

 
THERE’S SUNSHINE IN A SMILE 

Life is a mixture of sunshine and rain,                                         
laughter and pleasure, teardrops and rain.                                                 

All days can’t be bright, but it’s certainly true,                                         
there was never a cloud the sun didn’t shine through. 
So just keep on smiling whatever betide you secure in                      

the knowledge God is always beside you and you’ll find                               
when you smile, your day will be brighter, and all your                

burdens will seem so much lighter. 
For each time you smile you will find it is true somebody,                      
somewhere will smile back at you and nothing on earth                
can make life more worthwhile than the sunshine and            

warmth of a beautiful smile. 
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FRIENDSHIP IS A MIRACLE 
The age of miracles is past is what some folks                                

will say and the miracles recorded are of quite another day.               
But friendship is a miracle that happens in the heart,                   

though we never know the instant that it first got its’ start!  
Why – great miracles still happen in this day and age – that’s true! 

I thank God for the miracle of friendship shared with you!   
 
Val didn’t leave details of the authors of these two poems, but I and 
perhaps you too will feel both poems are a personal message left 
by “our Val” for us all.  
     John White 

Val is drying her money  after the Song Group 
were wet through Carol singing in Haworth 2007.  
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SFP Together 
Study, Fellowship & Prayer 
 
In the new year, starting on Monday January 5th, we are 
making a change to our weekly study format by suspending 
the St John’s house groups and inviting members of both St 
John’s and St Hilda’s to come together for a season of collective study, 
fellowship and prayer. 
 
The importance of study, fellowship and prayer are key for the future 
growth of both Churches.  All three features are equally important in the 
life of the Christian and the Church. Together as a collective commitment 
they will be a great gift to the new incumbent as they seek to lead the 
Churches into the future.  
 
There will be two sessions each week - we are encouraging everybody to 
commit to one of them, though the flexibility means you can attend either 
as circumstance requires. 
The material is repeated each day. 
 
They will both be led myself,  held at St John’s Church, taking place on a 
Monday from 1:30pm - 3:30pm in the afternoon and repeated from 
7:30pm until 9.00pm in the evening. 
 
The focus will be upon shared study, developing and strengthening         
fellowship and committing to pray collectively for personal growth in faith, 
outreach from the churches and discernment for future mission in the 
community and wider world. 
 
The first study series will be based upon “The Bible That Jesus Read - 
looking at the Old Testament” and will include the use of dvd                
presentations. 
 
There is also a book you could choose to obtain and arrangements to    
co-ordinate their purchase will be put in place. 
 
This course will then lead us into Lent and our wider Churches            
Together commitment. 
 
Further information from Cliff 
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ABC Together 
Apologetics, Brunch & Conversation 
 

For many today sharing their faith has become a 
daunting challenge, often feeling over whelmed by the 
opposition that professing faith brings. In a World 
where events no longer seem to either shock or surprise and there 
seems to be an an answer for and acceptance of everything, you 
might feel ill equipped to present the unique and life changing mes-
sage that faith and trust in Jesus Christ offers. 
 
The Apostle Peter encourages us to “Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have” (1 Peter 3 v 15).  He also reminds that we 
should “do this with gentleness and respect”. 
 
So how do we uphold the orthodox truths of the faith in a culture 
that presents multiple truths? How do we present them?  
 
A series of monthly apologetics mid-morning brunch conversations 
around the ‘Reason for God’ DVD series presents opportunity to 
look at such questions as; 
 
 Isn’t the Bible a Myth? 
 How can you say there is only one way to God? 
 Why does God allow Suffering? 
 Why gives you the right to tell me how to live my life? 
 How can God be full of Love and Wrath at the same time? 
 How can God send good people to Hell? 
 
Starting on Saturday Morning January 17th 9.30am until 11.00am. 
Venue TBC 
 
Further information from Cliff 
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The Club has now settled down to its new season by holding its 
first meetings. 
In September, as the members arrived they were met by a         
delightful   display of cards for all occasions made by June, one of 
our members. 
They were then faced by a questionnaire as to which activities they 
are interested in. There was a short discussion concerning the 
most popular before the introduction of our speaker, Rev. W        
Halling, whose talk was the most original we have had. This was 
accompanied by beautiful pictures of different types of birds and 
their sound which was played from his tablet computer. 
At our October meeting quite a number of the questionnaires were         
returned and the most popular activities were visits and the          
theatre.  After business concluded Councilor John Hardy            
entertained our members with accounts of he and his wife’s year 
as Mayor of Calderdale. How he and Mrs Hardy had the energy to 
cover al of their activities is hard to imagine. They certainly gave 
their time and energy whenever possible and they were very  
popular. We - The Club - were delighted that they could attend our 
Christmas celebrations. It was lovely to meet them again. 
 
The following meeting will be on Monday 15th December with Mr. 
John Wallace and his “Music Hall Kaleidoscope” to be followed at 
12:15 by our Christmas Lunch. 
Barbara Butler 

 Instead of giving one another Christmas cards this 
year there will be one big card in church for                 
everyone to sign and a plate for donations which  will 
go to:  Halifax Women's centre 
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Thank you to all who helped in any way towards the success of 
The Autumn Fayre, by providing food and goods for the café and 
stalls, or just by being there and supporting the event. It went really 
well. 
 
Our evening meeting in November was on November 18

th
 when 

Brenda led a Patchwork Evening, which we all enjoyed very much.  
There will be a Mothers’ Union Diocesan Advent Service at 1p.m. 
on December 3

rd
 at Wakefield Cathedral, when the speaker will be 

Lynne Temby our World Wide President. 
 
Our Christmas Party this year will be held on December 4

th
 from 

3.30 -6.30 p.m. in Church. This party is open to ALL members of 
the congregation and is always a happy event with fun and games. 
Please do join us for part of the time if you work. Tea will be at 
5p.m. approximately and this year will be provided entirely by the 
committee, so you have only yourself and friends to bring. We are 
not having a Christmas Dinner this year, so this will be our main 
Christmas event and we want it to be well supported. Programmes 
for next year will be given out at the party, and will start with our 
AGM on January 20

th
 at 7.30 p.m. in the church hall. MU subscrip-

tion for next year is £19.20 and Yvonne would like this by the AGM 
please. 
 
Our Wave of Prayer time has changed now because of the new 
Diocese and will be Friday 9

th
 January at 4p.m., more details later. 

We look forward to seeing you at any of our events. 
Happy Christmas and every blessing for the New Year to you all. 
                               Susan 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the January News Letter is 18th December to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

December Diary 
 

Monday 1st 10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation Class 
     Home Groups meet at: 
        2.00pm 101 Norton Drive 
        7.45pm 8 Court Lane 
        7.30pm 10 Stonecroft Mount 
Thursday 4th 3.30pm Mother’s Union Christmas Party  till 6.00pm 
   6.45pm Song Group practice    
Saturday 6th 10.30am to 1.00pm Table Top Sale at St. John’s 
     2.00pm Warley Christmas Fayre  
     Home Groups meet  
Wednesday 10th  1.45pm & 6.00pm Warley Town School Nativity 
Thursday 11th  6.45pm Song Group practice    
Friday  12th 10.00am Under 5’s Nativity  
Saturday 13th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Monday  15th 10.30am Christmas Coffee Club 
    7.00pm ASDA Carol Sing (Churches Together) 
     Home Groups meet  
Thursday 18th  6.45pm Song Group practice                                              
Wednesday 31st  7.00pm for 7.30pm New Years Eve Party 
 
 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening 
  
  
  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

