
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month  
                                                                                                             

1st February Candlemas  
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship            

 
8th February 2nd Sunday before Lent     

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

 
15th  February next Sunday before Lent     

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 

 
16th February Ash Wednesday 

7.00pm Family Communion 
 Joint service with St. Hilda’s 

 
22nd February 1st Sunday of Lent                                                     

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Baptism Service 
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Letter from Cliff 
 

I should start by saying                                     
" Je ne suis pas  charlie".                                          
That is, "I am not charlie". 
 

The recent events in Paris are a further         
example of the extent and increased            
frequency of terror and evil that there is in the 
world. It can happen anywhere, anytime.  
 

It is truly frightening and our continued prayers are to be given for 
those who have suffered as a result of those events. 
 

We would agree it was a truly evil act, and that the volume of     
response has been almost unprecedented.  
 

Here is my thoughts on how as Christians we should respond in 
our conversations about the incidents. 
 

The Apostle Paul, in Romans 12, tells that we should not "repay 
anyone evil for evil”. 
 

“That we should be careful to do what is right in the eyes of        
everybody”.  
 

I recognise that Paul was speaking to a modest sized church           
community about how we respond to personal acts against us, and 
that the scale of the global community we live in and its  complexi-
ties are some millennia away from biblical times.  It none the less is 
the guidance we should heed in times such as this. 
 

Our conversations are no longer shaped on the street corners (the 
school gate survives) but rather via TV, Social media, and the           
written media - they are the new street corners were we have our 
conversation - where we are given the latest news and gossip. 
However, like all gossip it doesn't always contain the whole         
(or even any) truth and is usually biased with a particular outcome 
desired. 
 

All have rightly condemned the Paris attacks. I happened to be 
meeting with a number of Muslims at the time, they condemned the 
attacks. 
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We should not allow our view or response be shaped by the                
religion or nationality of those involved. 
 

In the sight of God all evil is evil. Violence and retribution are 
equally evil.  
 

The outpouring and response of grief was cupable, even from a 
distance, and the united presence of world leaders unprecedented, 
as they gathered to remember those who had been killed and       
affected, particularly those connected with charlie hebdo, the satire 
publication. 
 

There followed a plethoration of "Je suis charlie" - I am charlie, 
throughout all forms of media. Of course, not many of us knew who 
charlie hebdo were. 
 

Charlie Hebdo are a satire organisation that seeks unrestrained 
freedom of expression to comment, most intentionally, with              
caricatures of sacred emblems on all aspects of social, cultural and 
religious life. In this instance with reference to the Muslim prophet 
Mohammed.  
The acts of violence followed and a nation grieved in response to 
the nature of the act and those who suffered. 
 

One commentator spoke of the failure to distinguish between those 
killed being heroes or victims.  
 

Victims. Mostly certainly. Heroes? Non.. 
 

Whatever our difference of view we may have with others, enemies 
included, we are again reminded to "always do what is careful in 
the eyes of others (Romans 12) 
 

That means being considerate, gracious and conciliatory seeking 
their interest (though not affirming what is unacceptable before 
God). This is not at all the intention of satire. 
 

Clearly satire intends to ridicule and intentionally and knowingly 
offend religous, political and cultural norms. They do so under the 
banner of freedom of speech. 
 

This is the reason Je ne suis pas charlie - I am not charlie.         
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Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     

for February and March 2015for February and March 2015for February and March 2015   
 

Sunday February 15th 10.15amSunday February 15th 10.15amSunday February 15th 10.15am   

Family WorshipFamily WorshipFamily Worship   

“Light shines out of our life”“Light shines out of our life”“Light shines out of our life”   
There will be an Open The Book drama Blind There will be an Open The Book drama Blind There will be an Open The Book drama Blind 
Bartimeus.Bartimeus.Bartimeus.   

 

Sunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15am   

Family ServiceFamily ServiceFamily Service   

“A New life to live”“A New life to live”“A New life to live”   

 
For more info please contact: Rev Cliff Kay 356495 

For as much as I uphold freedom and liberty I cannot condone          
actions that are clearly undertaken with the intent (what other      
intent or purpose could there be?) of knowingly offending others.  
 

This is not about silencing freedom of expression but upholding it 
in a manner that considers the needs of others besides oneself. 
 

The apostle James warns us to watch our tongue, to guard our 
words.  
 

Commentators quickly scrambled to caricature the ‘pen’ as being 
more powerful than the ‘sword’. I would agree.  
 

The ‘pen’, however, carries with it the same risks as the ‘tongue’ in 
how it liberally releases words, pictures and expressions that have 
a power to offend and ignite, as does the spoken word… 
 

Cliff 
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NEW DIOCESE NEW CULTURE 
  
Good morning everyone (or good afternoon or evening). Welcome to the 
first of a series of monthly information and encouragement newsletters. 
  
This email is going out to ALL the active clergy in the new diocese of 
West Yorkshire and the Dales - and it’s all about the growth of the local 
church. 
 

  Now, by way of introduction, my name is Robin Gamble, 

 
I live and work in Idle, just to the north of the centre of Bradford. 
 
I was ordained thirty-eight years ago, and love the whole Idea and new 
beginning that is our new diocese. 
  
Last Autumn I was appointed to be the Bishop’s Advisor in Church 
Growth. 
Part of my brief is to share fresh thinking, practical ideas and the very 
latest news throughout the diocese. 
 
That’s what this newsletter is all about!  
Like most of you, I am also a parish priest. So I share with you the joys 
and disappointments, the pain and the great blessings of wanting to see 
people come to faith, the faithful going deeper and the church reaching 
out to serve the local community. 
  
I am helped and supported in my work by the Revd. Paul Walker. Paul 
works part-time with me helping with organisation and admin, producing 
resources and - perhaps most importantly of all - researching into growth 
patterns and models in the dioceses. We are both in the initial set up 
phase of the work, but we plan to be getting out and meeting lots of you 
very shortly. 
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A CULTURE OF GROWTH 
 

A new diocese needs a new culture. 
  
‘Culture’ in this sense has been defined as ‘the stuff we talk about a lot 
round here’  
  
So, what do you talk about in your PCCs, in your informal conversations 
and clergy gatherings? 
  
Within the Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales we want to           
establish a ‘culture of growth’. We want to talk a lot about growth; let it 
excite out imagination; fill our prayers; establish our sense of vision and 
forge our goals. Jesus repeatedly compared growing fields of crops to 
the growth of his kingdom. 
  
This is the culture of growth that we want to develop and ‘make normal’ 
in the diocese. 
  
I realise that this raises lots of questions such as:  

‘What exactly do you mean by growth?’ 
‘How do we produce this sort of growth?’ 
‘And isn’t this a very evangelical way of thinking?’ 
  
All of these will be openly raised and gradually worked through over the 
coming months and years. 
  
And it’s not just us. The Archbishop of Canterbury wants the whole 
Church of England to create or enter into a new ‘culture of growth’ He 
defines culture in three ways: 

 That which is in our diary. 

 That which we are willing to pay for. 

 That which is on our agenda. 
A diocese is a collective of churches, about six hundred and fifty in our 
case. We will have a diocesan culture of growth when most of our 
churches put growth high on their agendas… 
  
So why don’t you put it on your PCC agenda? Not just for the next meet-
ing… but for the next three! 
  
And as well as talking to each other about it, talk to God about it as well. 
In fact we could all begin by making growth a central part of our daily 
prayers and Sunday intercessions. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 
 

 Evangelism minded people. One of the 

first tasks I want to undertake is to start           
pulling together people who have some sort of 
evangelism ministry or passion. (The ways we 
might define this are very loose!) 
 
Could you have a think about anyone in your 
church who might find this sort of coming  to-
gether useful and helpful? More details next 
round. 
  

 
 
Leading Your Church into Growth has been operating with church 
leaders for many years. We are planning to run a similar ‘pilot project’ for 
youth and children’s leaders at Scargill in March. 
 
Could you please mention this to the people in your church who are in-
volved in this ministry?   
 

The recent ‘From Anecdote to evidence’ research by the Church          
Commissioners’ listed youth and children’s work as a key issue. So we 
will be making this a major priority in developing the growth of the  local 
church. 
  
Messy Church Have you got a ‘Messy Church’? If you have we would 
love to hear about it and make contact. Soon, we’ll have a simple online 
survey that will aim to ‘map’ Messy Church throughout the     diocese. 
Look out for the link in the next issue of ‘Growing Your Church’ 
  
So may our great God be with us all as we seek to help his church to 
grow in his world 
  
Thanks for taking the time to read this first ‘Growing your Church’. See 
you at the beginning of February for issue #2. 
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“Life on the frontline” 
 

Venue: St John’s Church - Warley 
 

Dates: The following Tuesday’s; 
 
Feb 24th, March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th 
The first afternoon session will be on 
Wednesday 25th Feb and not Tue 24th. 
All other dates are on Tuesday. 
 

Times: Afternoon 2pm - 3.30pm  or 
 

     Evening 7pm for 7.30 - 9.00pm 
 

Session 1: The Frontline Call - What is my Frontline and why does 
it matter? 
 
Session 2: The Frontline Commission - What happens when life on 
our Frontline feels difficult? 
 
Session 3: The Frontline Community - How do all our various 
church activities equip us for our lives when we are apart? 
 
Session 4: The Frontline Concern - How do you know what to do 
on your  Frontline? 
 
Session 5: The Frontline Cry - How does our Frontline shape our 
prayers? 
 
Session 6: The Frontline Commitment - How can we sustain our 
commitment to one another on the Frontline? 

WEST HALIFAX CHURCHES TOGETHER -  LENT COURSE 2015 
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May   June July August 

UFO - AGM Joint  Service with 
St Hilda's 

Mother’s Union    
Garden Party 

 

    

January February March April 

Christingle  Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting 

 

Mother’s Union 
Wave of Prayer 

 Churches           
Together Easter 
Sing at ASDA 

 

MU AGM    

September October November December 

Rushbearing Harvest Autumn Fayre MU Party 

  Joint Service with                      
St Hilda's 

Remembrance 
Service 

New Year's Eve 
Dinner 

    Playgroup AGM Warley Town    
Nativity 

    Playgroup           
Christmas Fair 

Playgroup Nativity 

      Song Group - 
Carol Sing -   
Howarth 

      Churches            
Together - Carol 
Sing at ASDA 

An overview of key activities at St. John’s Through the year 
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St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 14th February at 8.30am in the              
Church Hall.    
 
 In the morning O Lord, you hear my voice; in the              
morning I lay my request a before you and wait in           
expectation.  Psalm 5: 3 

Mother's Union 
 
 
Mother's Union 

Monthly evenings  
 
 
by monthly           
afternoons 

Tuesday / 
Wednesday 
 
Thursday 

Church Hall 
 
 
Various Home 

Men's               
Fellowship 

Monthly 4
th
 Wednesday      

of the month 
Various Venues 

Coffee Club Monthly 4th Monday Church 

Exercise Class Twice Monthly 1st / 3rd Monday Church 

Uniformed 
Organisations 

Weekly during 
Term-time 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday 

Church Hall 

Playgroup Every weekday 
during Term-time 

  Church Hall 

Bible Study  
Home Groups 

Weekly Monday Either Church                
or Homes 

Song Group Weekly Thursday Church Hall 

PCC Meetings / 
Standing        
Committee 

Approx every           
6 weeks 

Usually Tuesday Church Hall 

Prayer                      
Breakfast 

Monthly 2nd             
Saturday 

Saturday Church Hall 

Regular Meetings 

There are also regular Churches Together events at various times                 
through the year.  
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Food and Support Drop In – 10
th

 January 2015 
 
This week we had 56 volunteers who gave out a total of 159             
parcels including 16 for families attending the Family Gathering 
with 24 children. 
We try very hard to make every single parcel equal as our visitors 
get upset if they see someone getting something that they can’t 
have as well. Therefore, it would help us greatly if you try to send 
only items that are on our lists. 
  
At the moment we have plenty of Tea and plenty of Pasta, so 
please can you hold off these two items for a while. Here is a list of 
items we are currently short of; 
  
Tinned Meat, corned beef, ham etc, Savoury & Sweet,       
Sandwich Spreads, Toothbrushes, Tinned Meals – Irish Stew 
etc, Meat pastes, Toilet Rolls, Pies, e.g. Fray Bentos, Rice 
Pudding Shampoo, Sauce for Pasta, Fruit squashes, Shower 
Gel, Curry Sauce, Coffee, Deodorant’ 
Cup a Soups, Instant Hot Chocolate, Washing Up Liquid,      
Instant Mash Potato, UHT Milk, Washing Powder, Instant      
Noodles, Sugar, Pot Noodles, Can Openers, Dog and Cat 
Food, Strong Carrier Bags   
     
Bakery and fresh items for use in the free café on Saturday only. 
   
We also like to have a supply of sleeping bags, quilts and covers, 
pillows and pillow cases, large towels, socks, gloves, walking boots 
and trainers. Sadly, we do not have the space or man power to 
deal with other clothing so please try not to send it to us.  
  
The Drop In is open for deliveries every Thursday between 9am-
1pm and every Saturday between 9-11.30am. These are also the 
times we need volunteers. If you wish to help, please get in touch. 
More details at www.foodandsupportdropin.org.uk 
God bless you all 
Christine Henderson 
On behalf of the Food and Support Drop In 

http://www.foodandsupportdropin.org.uk/


13 

 

God Never Sends You Out Alone                                                        
by Max Lucado       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

When you place your faith in Christ, Christ places his Spirit           
before, behind, and within you. Not a strange spirit, but the same 
Spirit: the parakletos. Everything Jesus did for his followers, his 
Spirit does for you. Jesus taught; the Spirit teaches. Jesus 
healed; the Spirit heals. Jesus comforted; his Spirit comforts. As 
Jesus sends you into new seasons, he sends his counsellor to go 
with you. 

 

God treats you the way one mother treated her young son, 
Timmy. She didn’t like the thought of Timmy walking to his         
first-grade class unaccompanied. But he was too grown-up to be 
seen with his mother. “Besides,” he explained, “I can walk with a 
friend.” So she did her best to stay calm, quoting the Twenty-third 
Psalm to him every morning: “Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life…” 

 
One school day she came up with an idea. She asked a 
neighbour to follow Timmy to school in the mornings, staying at a 
distance, lest he notice her. The neighbour was happy to oblige. 
She took her toddler on morning walks anyway. 

After several days Timmy’s friend 
noticed the lady and the child. 
“Do you know who that woman is 
who follows us to school?” 
“Sure,” Timmy answered.           
“That’s Shirley Goodnest and her 
daughter Marcy.” 
“Who?” 

“My mom reads about them every day in the   
Twenty-third Psalm. She says, ‘Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall 
follow me all the days of my life.’ Guess I’ll have to get used to 
them.” You will too. God never sends you out alone.  
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Thank you to everyone who donated, your " Gleanings " 
raised £320 for the Women's Centre in Halifax. These 

funds will be used to support families locally. 

Next Men’s Fellowship meeting will be on                     
25th February 30.30pm Venue to be arranged. 
 
David Fawcett from the Food and Support Drop-in 
will be telling us about the ’Happy Days’ project at 
the Drop-in.   

Are you on the eve of change? Do you find yourself looking into a 
new chapter? Is the foliage of your world showing signs of a new 
season? Heaven’s message for you is clear: when everything else 
changes, God presence never does. You journey in the company 
of the Holy Spirit, who “will teach you and will remind you of every-
thing I have told you” (John 14:26 NLT). 
 
From Fearless © (Thomas Nelson, 2009), Max Lucado. 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=17953763&msgid=381686&act=ORAN&c=129798&admin=0&destination=http://www.maxlucado.net/_product_55050/Fearless_Hardback_pre-order
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Answer to prayer – Gift Day 2014 
 
Thank you to all who responded through prayer and monetary 
gifts to the 2014 Gift day appeal. A total of £5,190 was received 
and there is also an amount through Gift Aid to add to the total. 
The amount raised totally covered the Parish Share income 
shortfall for 2014 and provided funds to offset some other out-
standing bills as well. 
Thank you Lord for answered prayer. 

I am a firm believer in regular devotions.                                                      
In fact I study my Bible almost every day of the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Almost on Monday, almost on Tuesday, almost on………... 

Coffee Club 
23

rd
  February 2015 

Mr C Freeman 

‘Three Cities and a Wedding Trip to                                          

Australia-with a difference!’ 
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Our Wave of Prayer time has changed now because of the           
formation of the new Diocese and was on Friday 9

th
 January from 

4 – 4.30p.m. Seven of us attended and Stephen led the service.  
 
We now have new Link Dioceses to pray for overseas, mainly in 
Africa, and it was lovely to hear something about them. 
 
Our AGM took place on January 20

th
 at 7.30 p.m. in the church 

hall. This was a very important meeting, reviewing the past year 
from our reports, confirming elections for the coming year and 
hearing more about the work of MU.  
 
From the Triennial in 2016, MU will be moving more in line with 
the new Diocesan structure, so we will be hearing more about 
this over the coming year.  
 
Our first afternoon meeting of the New Year will be on February 
5

th
, at 129 Paddock Lane at 2.15p.m. The speaker will be Linda 

Franklin, who will tell us about Square Chapel. 
For our evening meeting in February we will be supporting the 
Ash Wednesday service in Church at 7.30p.m.  
We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are  
welcome so come along and join us. 
                            Susan 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the February News Letter is 21st January to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

 February Diary 
 

Monday 2
nd

 10.30am Exercise Class     
     1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer    
    7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer                              
Thursday 5

th
    2.15pm Mother’s Union Meeting   129 Paddock Lane 

     6.45pm Song Group practice                         
Monday 9

th
   1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer    

     7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer                                     
Tuesday 10

th
  12 noon Chapter meeting                          

Thursday  12
th
    6.45pm Song Group practice             

Saturday  14
th    

8.30am Prayer Breakfast    

Monday  16th 10.30am Exercise Class     
      1.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer    
   7.30pm Study, Fellowship and Prayer                 
Wednesday 18

th
 7.00pm Ash Wed Holy Communion                        

Thursday  19
th
  6.45pm Song Group practice   

Monday  23
rd

  10.30am  Coffee Club                              
Tuesday  24

th
  2.00pm Lent Course                 

   7.30pm Lent Course                                   
Wednesday 25

th
  7.30pm Men’s Fellowship                            

Thursday  26
th
 6.45pm Song Group practice   

 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Wednesday evening 
  

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

