
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

1st March  2nd Sunday of Lent 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 

 
8th March 3rd Sunday of Lent  

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

 
15 March Mothering Sunday                                 
9.00am  Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship    

  
22nd March 3rd Sunday of Lent  

9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Service   

 
29th March Palm Sunday 

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 
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The Assistant Minister’s Letter 
 

Dear friends, 
 
As I look out of the window, crocuses are     
beginning to come through and Spring seems 
to be just around the corner. Soon things will 
be warming up and I will be able to get into 
the allotment again. This a wonderful time of 
the year when there is an expectation of new life and growth. The 
same is true for our two churches where there is a new season of 
life. There is that same expectation that God will indeed continue to 
move among us in the days ahead. 
 
I would like to thank all those people who have worked so hard 
during this vacancy to keep alive our witness and ministry within 
these communities.  
 
We do welcome Neal and Katherine to St. John’s and St. Hilda’s 
on 2

nd
 March and we pray that God will bless them in their work 

here. We pray that they may be very happy here and know that 
they are joining a loving, caring family. We are entering a new 
phase in the life of the church with a readiness to address the  
issue of growth and to try new things for the sake of the Gospel 
and the Kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus’ commission to his disciples was to encourage them to go 
and make disciples. The new diocese of West Yorkshire and the 
Dales is concentrating on the growth of the church. We are asked 
to consider how we might lead our church into growth. The next 
bishop’s study day for clergy will concentrate on this theme. Yet 
growth does not come by accident. We pray that the Holy Spirit will 
move in the hearts and minds of men and women. What is impor-
tant is that we allow him to work through us. We need to learn how 
to shape the life of our churches in ways that promote growth. 
 
Spring is in the air and we pray that God will begin to breathe new 
life into our churches, that once again our churches might be full. It 
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is important that as Christians we regularly meet together in prayer 
and worship. It is through meeting together regularly that we gain 
that contagious feeling which spreads from person to person and 
generates excitement and vitality.   
Two friends were discussing the importance of church attendance 
on a winters evening before a roaring coal fire. One asked the 
question whether it was necessary to go to church before being a 
Christian. 
 
“No,” replied the other, “but it is extremely important that you 
should if you want to experience the vitality of being a Christian.” 
 
Without saying a word, he then picked up a pair of tongs and       
carefully lifted one of the burning coals out of the fire and placed it 
on the hearth. As they both watched, the coal lost its heat and its 
glow and just flickered out. Then he reached for the tongs again, 
picked up the dead coal and replaced it in the fire, where once 
again it recovered its brightness and heat.  
 
The other man nodded and said, “I get your point.” 
 
I pray that each one of us may be burning coals for the Lord. May 
we be ready to be part of this new season in the Church’s life and 
to allow God to bring a new springtime into the life of his Church. 
 
Stephen 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 14th March at 8.30am in the               

Church Hall.     
 
1
 I will extol the LORD at all times; 

    his praise will always be on my lips. 
2 
I will glory in the LORD; 

    let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3 
Glorify the LORD with me: 

    let us exalt his name together.  
Psalm 34: 1-3 
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Dennis Turner RIP  
 
The funeral of our dear friend and past 
Reader Emeritus, Dennis (he always 
found the Emeritus title amusing) took 
place at St John’s Church on Friday the 
13th February 2015.  
 
Along with Carol, family  relatives and 
many friends from all parts of the country, 
a very full church took part in celebrating 
Dennis’s life.  Clearly Dennis left his mark 
in all places his life took him and his           
Ministry in the name of the Lord was 
clearly appreciated by many. Family          
tributes provided by Graham and Lorraine 
helped give all present an informative, 
touching and at times humours  tribute to a dear husband, dad, step dad,           
granddad and much loved friend of many. 
 
A combination of very Christ centred hymns most joyfully and  stirringly 
sung, appropriate and meaningful prayers and readings, personal              
tributes including a poem written and very courageously read by Carol 
made the whole service, conducted by Canon Stephen Bradberry, a very 
fitting celebration of the Life of Dennis. The poem read as follows:- 
 

“God gave me a purpose when He brought me to you, 
 a reason for living a love that was true. 

 You gave me a confidence that I never knew. 
 Although we are parted and I no longer see you. 

 I’ll always have memories they’ll see me through, 
 the lonely days ahead, days spent without you. 
 But then God will call me and I’ll journey to you, 

 there with Jesus, in glory, reunited with you.” 
 
As it stated on the back of the order of service sheet underneath a very 
good and typical picture of a happy Dennis –  

“God is the God of all mercy and holiness                                                         
who forgives all who trust in Him” 

          John White 
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The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 14 March 10am-12.45pm,                       
followed by soup lunch. Christ Church,                            
Pellon.     Donation £4.00-5.00 
Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991 
Thank you. 

Carol Turner and family wish to thank members of St. John’s for all 
the cards, flowers and kindness received in their sad bereavement, 
and for the practical help, support and prayers which have  upheld 
us through this difficult time. Thanks to all who attended the            
celebration service and who took part. Dennis would have enjoyed 
it! 
 

 

The Churchwardens and the Parochial Church Councils of  

St John the Evangelist Warley and St Hilda Halifax invite 

All Members of the Congregation of St John The Evangelist, 

Warley 

to the Licensing of                                                                                                          

The Reverend Neal Owen as Priest in Charge of                                                                 

St John & St Hilda Halifax                                                                                                

by                                                                                                                               

Right Reverend Jonathan Gibbs, Bishop of Huddersfield                                                

on                                                                                                                                        

Monday 2nd March 2015 at 7.30pm                                                                                  

at                                                                                                                                          

    St John the Evangelist, Windle Royd Lane,         

Halifax. HX2 7LY 

Induction by Venerable Dr. Anne Dawtry, Archdeacon of 

Halifax. 

 Please join us for refreshments after the Service 
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“Life on the frontline” 
Venue: St John’s Church - Warley 
The first week of the Lent course afternoon session will be 

Wednesday 25th February at 2pm not 
Tuesday 24th.       
  

The evening sessions are all on Tuesday’s 

Dates for evening sessions are:  
Tuesday Feb 24th, March 3rd, 10th, 17th & 
24th 
Times: 7pm for 7.30 - 9.00pm 
 

Afternoon sessions are: 
Wednesday 25th February, Tuesday March 
3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th Times: 2pm - 3.30pm   
 

Session 1: The Frontline Call - What is my 
Frontline and why does it matter? 
 
Session 2: The Frontline Commission - What happens when life on 
our Frontline feels difficult? 
 
Session 3: The Frontline Community - How do all our various 
church activities equip us for our lives when we are apart? 
 
Session 4: The Frontline Concern - How do you know what to do 
on your  Frontline? 
 
Session 5: The Frontline Cry - How does our Frontline shape our 
prayers? 
 
Session 6: The Frontline Commitment - How can we sustain our 
commitment to one another on the Frontline? 

WEST HALIFAX CHURCHES TOGETHER -  LENT COURSE 2015 
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Next meeting Wednesday 25th March 
7.30pm at the Jubilee Rooms,                 
Sowerby Bridge Train Station.                                            

Vicky Ledwidge Project Leader of the               
St. Augustine's Centre                                           

will be telling us what goes on there.    

Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     Family Services at St. John’s                                                     

for March 2015for March 2015for March 2015   
Sunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15amSunday March 22nd 10.15am   

Family ServiceFamily ServiceFamily Service   

“A New life to live”“A New life to live”“A New life to live”   
 

For more info please contact: 

Rev Cliff Kay 356495 
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A Gardener’s Reflection 

 

    First look at the weeds,      
weed out gossip,  

weed out laziness, 
weed out indifference 
and weed out pride. 

 
Plant five rows of peas: 

  patience, peace, promptness,            
politeness and prayer. 

 
Then plant five rows of lettuce: 

let us be faithful, 
let us be loving, 
let us be useful, 
let us be trustful, 

and let us be grateful. 
 

Then we can turn to the reliable turnips: 
turn up on time, 

turn up with a smile, 
turn up with a new idea 

and turn up with new determination. 
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Warley Coffee Club 
 
Forty three members attended The Club on 25th January 2015 to 
enjoy coffee and biscuits (served at tables for four) and to meet 
with friends and other members of the club. 
 
Plans to visit the Alhambra Theatre, Bradford, to see Oklahoma 
were finalised and tickets distributed. Also, a further suggestion 
concerning a visit to Skipton with lunch and a trip on a barge was 
prepared. 
 

Speaker Mr G Moody gave a very interesting, informative and 
amusing talk on “Comedians of our Good Old Days.” This was  
supported by film of comic shows, going back as far as the 1920’s, 
which caused laughter from the audience. 
 
The next Coffee Club meeting will be held on Monday 23rd        
February 2015 10.30am when Mr C Freeman will talk about  
“Three cities and a wedding trip to Australia with a difference.” 
 
The Exercise and Relaxation Club will meet on 9th and 16th March 
2015 staring 10.30am 
Barbara Butler 
Chair 
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Our first afternoon meeting of the New Year was on February 5
th
, 

at 129 Paddock Lane at 2.15p.m. The speaker was Linda Franklin, 
who gave us a very interesting talk on the history and present day 
use of Square Chapel. 
 

For our evening meeting in February we supported the joint Ash 
Wednesday service in Church at 7.00p.m. led by Stephen. 
 

March as always is a very busy month. On March 2
nd

 at 7.30 p.m. 
our new Vicar for St. John’s and St. Hilda’s will be licensed at a 
service at St. John’s. We look forward to welcoming Neal and 
Katherine. 
March 6

th
 is Women’s World Day of Prayer and there will be a       

service in Halifax Minster at 2.00p.m. when the speaker will be 
Rev. Kathia Shoesmith. The service this year is written by the 
women of the Bahamas. 
 
We are again invited to the rally at Pellon Baptist church on March 
10

th
 at 2.30p.m. when the speaker will be Rev Irene Greenman 

from Todmorden. 
 

Our evening meeting is on March 17
th
 at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

hall when the speaker will be Rev Madeleine Russell on her       
pilgrimage to Santiago De Compost. 
Lady Day will be celebrated on Marsh 25

th
 with a service in the 

Minster at 2.00p.m. Rev Kathia Shoesmith will once again be the 
speaker.  
 

So, as you see there is lots happening in March and we look        
forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are welcome so 
come along and join us. 
                            Susan 
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The deadline for contributions to the April News Letter is 18th March to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

March Diary 
 

Monday 2nd 7.30pm The licensing of the Revd Neal Owen 
Tuesday 3rd 2.00pm till 3.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
   7.00pm for 7.30pm start of the Lent Course 
Thursday 5th 6.45pm Song Group Practice                                 
Friday  6th 2.00pm  Woman’s World Day of Prayer at the Minster 
Monday 9th 10.30am Exercise Class  
Tuesday 10th 2.00pm to 3.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
   7.00pm for 7.30pm start of the Lent Course 
   2.30pm Rally at Pellon Baptist Church 
Thursday 12th 6.45pm Song Group Practice                    
Saturday 14th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday 17th 2.00pm to 3.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
   7.00pm for 7.30pm start of the Lent Course 
   7.30pm Mother’s Union meet in the Church Hall  
Wednesday 18th 7.30pm Parochial Church Council Meeting  
Thursday 19th 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 23th 10.30am Coffee Club 
Tuesday 24th 2.00pm to 3.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
   7.00pm for 7.30pm start of the Lent Course 
   7.30pm Mother’s Union 
Wednesday 25th 7.30pm Lady Day Service at the Minster  
   7.30pm Men’s Fellowship  
Thursday 27th 6.45pm Song Group Practice     
    
    

Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening   
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

