
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

2nd April Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm Service at Christ              

Church, Pellon 
 

3rd April Good Friday 
10.15am  Reflective Service 

 
5th April Easter Day 

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

  
12th April 2nd Sunday of Easter 

9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 

  
19th April 3rd Sunday of Easter  

 9.00am Holy Communion 
9.45am APCM 

10.15am Family Worship 
 

26th April 4th Sunday of Easter                  
 9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Service 
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Neal’s First Letter 
 
Dear all 
 
What a month March was for Kathy and I! We 
want to take this opportunity to thank everyone  
for the welcome we have received, and the help 
which we continue to receive. So much help from 
so many, so many cards, flowers, and (most     
importantly) so much cake! So many thanks from us, to all those 
from St Hilda’s and St John’s who have worked hard to make us 
feel at home here. 
 
It’s struck me how this must be one of the few jobs in which one 
moves into a ready made family. Normally it takes time, maybe 
years, to get to know people and feel part of the life of the            
community after moving home. We are getting there after a few 
weeks, and this is a testament to the strength of Christ in our        
parishes.  
I say parishes, but was hoping to move into a United Benefice. 
Whatever the legalities I firmly believe that God has brought St 
John’s and St Hilda’s together to be one family and I will start out 
with the assumption that we are a united benefice already, the       
paperwork will catch up in time. I have a concept of husband and 
wife whom God has brought together. Different personalities to be 
celebrated, different strengths to be shared and different burdens 
to be carried together. I’m hoping that members of each church will 
continue to make efforts to get to know one another and work        
together naturally, seeking and offering help and friendship where 
ever there is a chance. 
 
To do what? What are my priorities? What are our churches        
priorities? 
For me, I am seeking to get to know you all better and to            
understand how things work. At some point I suppose there will be 
changes but as yet God has not shown me what they are, or      
indeed where we are headed. This does not worry me. God  
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leads where we are prepared to follow, and when we have shown 
faithfulness in the small things the big things will arise. We are 
prepared to follow (I am so encouraged by the commitment 
shown in both churches), and plenty of faithfulness has already 
been demonstrated, so in God’s time, the future will play itself 
out. 
 
Our first priority as a church though must be to love one another. 
Not just the easy love of generally being nice, but the costly love 
spelled out so beautifully in 1 Corinthians 13. “Love is patient, 
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It 
does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in 
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.” To love one another is the 
central command that Jesus gave us, it is the essence of every-
thing worth doing, indeed, it is the very essence of God. Our first 
practical task must be to learn, relearn, and continue to practice 
these verses in all our groups, PCC’s, committees, services, and 
general church life. You’re good already – but we can all be       
better! Mission, church growth, community involvement and all 
the rest will flow naturally from there. 
If we seek first the Kingdom of God, strive to play our part in 
bringing about the Kingdom of Heaven here on earth, and most of 
all prioritize love, then the future will be good, where ever God 
leads. 
 
God bless us all,   Neal 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 11th April at 8.30am in the               

Church Hall.     
 
 
Unless the LORD builds the house, 
    the builders labour in vain. 
Unless the LORD watches over the city, 
    the guards stand watch in vain.                               
Psalm 127: 1 NIV 
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The simple lyrics for a start,                                                                                                                                                                     
Of many a modern song                                                                                 

                                                                                     

O for a rest and jollity                                                                                                     
And syncopated praise!                                                                                     

                                                                                    
  

     
    

    Thy 
                                                                     

     

                                                                 

                                                             
   

                                                            

 

Anon                                                                                                                      
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For more info please contact: 

Rev Cliff Kay 356495 
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The Men's Fellowship met on Wednesday 25th February at the 
Maypole Inn, Warley. David Fawcett the Food and Support Drop-
in run by Christian's Together came and shared with us some of 
the initiatives he is involved in. One was the Happy Days project 
and its aim to provide community housing, education, training 
and employment for the homeless and most vulnerable in            
Calderdale and surrounding areas. The Happy Days Cycles is a 
Social Enterprise which gives work to the homeless by repairing 
bikes which have been donated and when repaired they are sold. 
This is just one of the many ways Christians Together are at 
work in the community, we are reminded of what Gods word 
says in the book of James chapter 2 verses 14- 17 NIV 

Faith and deeds 

14 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to 

have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 

them? 
15 

Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and  

daily food. 
16 

If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm 

and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what 

good is it? 
17 

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompa-

nied by action, is dead. 

The Men’s Fellowship meets usually on the 4th Wednesday of 

each month, but this could vary from time to time to a possible 

day time outing. For more information contact: Grahame         

Wiltshire, Graham Pearson, Les Ashton or David Lodge. 
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Area Dean’s Letter Spring 2015 
 

Dear friends, 
 
As we approach this Easter and think about 
the wonder of God’s love for us, it prompted 
me to consider just what this time means for us 
in the context of the formation of our new     
diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales. We 
are entering a new phase in the life of the 
church with a readiness to address the issue of growth and to try 
new things for the sake of the Gospel and the Kingdom of God. 
 
Jesus’ commission to his disciples was to encourage them to go 
and make disciples. The new Diocese of West Yorkshire and the 
Dales is concentrating on the growth of the church. We are 
asked to consider how we might lead our church into growth. Yet 
growth does not come by accident. We pray that the Holy Spirit 
will move in the hearts and minds of men and women. 
What is important is that we allow him to work through us. We 
need to learn how to shape the life of our churches in ways that 
promote growth. 
 
Spring is here and we pray that God will begin to breathe new life 
into our churches, that once again our churches might be full. It is 
important that as Christians we regularly meet together in prayer 
and worship. It is through meeting together regularly that we gain 
that contagious feeling which spreads from person to person and 
generates excitement and vitality. 
 
The Easter story is more than a beautiful story. If it is true, then it 
is the supreme fact of history and to fail to come to terms with its 
implications means irreparable loss. If it is not true, if Christ is not 
raised, then the whole of Christianity is a sham, foisted on the 
world by a group of fraudsters. St. Paul himself, realised this when 
he wrote, ‘If Christ be not risen, then our preaching is meaning-
less, and your faith worthless.’ (1 Cor. 15: 14, 15). 
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Without the resurrection of Jesus, all our faith and hope is in vain. 
The church would then not just have a pale, anaemic     Gospel – it 
would have no Gospel at all. 
 
The consequences of the Easter victory are boundless. For now, all 
can enjoy, through faith fellowship with God. This transformation of 
human destiny was made possible when God raised his Son from 
the dead. The miracle is continuous in the sense that we can now 
experience the risen, living Christ in our hearts and lives, as we ask 
him. This is the secret of the Church’s renewal and the individual’s 
continuous regeneration. Christ ‘with us and in us’ is now the       
Easter theme. 
 
What an incredible event this was! God so loved us that he sent his 
Son as a sacrifice, to die on the cross and then to rise again so that 
we might have life. How awesome is this! We can only marvel at its 
magnitude and importance. We need to personalise this and say -- 
‘Jesus did this for me.’  
 
The Easter story implies that our words, deeds and very thoughts 
must befit one whose life is Christ controlled. Loving kindness to 
my neighbour, near and far, must be the hallmark of our profession 
as a Christian. Honesty, self-control and humility must be apparent 
in our way of life where ever we are. Such is the challenge of the 
Easter message. May we grow in the love of Christ as we reach out 
to our local communities. 
 
May God give you all his love, his joy and his peace especially at 
this Easter time. 
 
Stephen Bradberry   
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Warley Coffee Club 
Next meeting  27

th
 April 2015       

at 10.30am 
Speaker  Mrs. Kay 

‘Leap Year and Wedding Customs’ 
Exercises and relaxation classes  

will be 13th & 20th April at 10.30am 

House groups 
 
 
We will be restarting House groups 
at St John's and St Hilda's after 
Easter, meeting first together on 
Monday 13th April at S. Hilda’s 
Church in the Whitby Room. 
 
Monday 13th April: There will be two meetings, one in the after-
noon at 2.00pm and one in the evening at 7.00pm where Neal will 
talk about his vision and aspirations for running and developing 
House groups from our two churches. 
 

Monday 20th April: Cliff will lead the afternoon and evening meet-
ings to receive feedback and develop the practicalities         re-
garding the house groups. 
 

Monday 27th April: We will pass on and implement the details of 
the House groups ready for them to commence on the 4th of May. 
 

Please could all who have an interest in House groups make a 
space in their diary to attend these meetings! Please come even if 
you're not sure, you will not be committing yourself to anything by 
attending and we would love to see as many as possible from 
both churches, and to hear your views.  
 
Revd Neal 
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March as always was a very busy month. March 6
th
 was         

Women’s World Day of Prayer and there was a service in       
Halifax Minster at 2.00p.m. The speaker was Rev. Kathia           
Shoesmith and the lovely service this year was written by  
the women of the Bahamas. 
 
We were again invited to the rally at Pellon Baptist church on 
March 10

th
 at 2.30p.m. when the speaker was Rev Irene           

Greenman from Todmorden. 
 
At our evening meeting, on March 17

th
 Rev Madeleine Russell 

told us all about her pilgrimage to Santiago De Compostela. 
Lady Day was celebrated on Marsh 25

th
 with a service in the 

Minster at 2.00p.m. Rev Kathia Shoesmith was once again  
the speaker.  
 
Our afternoon meeting in April will be on April 2

nd
 at 2.15 p.m. at 

Joan Hey’s home. As this is Maundy Thursday the speaker will 
be Rev. Jean Hoggard. We look forward to welcoming her. 
 
April 22

nd
 is our evening meeting at 7.30 p.m. in the Church Hall 

and Theresa and her dog Nick will be joining us to tell us about 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
So, we look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are 
welcome so come along and join us. 
                           Susan 

A big thank you 

I would like to thank everyone for all their good wishers, cards, 

beautiful flowers and other gifts after my knee replacement       

operation. But most of all thank you for all your prayers, without 

them I would not have got this far. Thank you and God bless. 

Pat 
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The deadline for contributions to the May News Letter is 22nd April to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

April Diary 
 

Thursday   2nd 2.15pm Mother’s Union meet at 2 Moorhouses  
   7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service at Mount Pellon  
Saturday 11th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Monday 13th   House Groups meet together 
Thursday  16th 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 20th 10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
     House Groups meet together 
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Mother’s Union     
   7.30pm Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday  23rd 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 27th 10.30am Coffee Club  
     House Groups meet together  
Thursday  30th 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
      

 
 
 
 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening  
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
  
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                      

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

