
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 
3rd May 5th Sunday of Easter 
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 
 
10th May 6th Sunday of Easter  
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 
 
14th May Ascension Day 
7.30pm Churches Together       
  Service at Mount           
  Tabor Methodist 
 
17th May 7th Sunday of Easter           
9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship 
3.00pm Messy Church 
 
24th May Pentecost Sunday  
9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Service 
 
31st May Trinity Sunday       
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Communion 
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May Letter for Revd Neal  
 

Life continues apace at the vicarage. I feel a bit 
like I’m running full tilt down a hill, you know the 
feeling - when running is just about to turn into 
controlled falling? Fortunately I’m surrounded by 
excellent people who have been busy removing 
stumbling blocks and guiding me towards a 
smooth path, and cheered on by many more.  
I wrote about the importance of loving one another last month, and 
this is a good example of love in action. Two congregations         
offering help and encouragement, seeking my welfare, and being 
wonderfully non-judgmental. Thank you. It’s been a great start. 
 

So where do we go from here? The key is the Kingdom of Heaven 
- which we should seek first, but what do we mean by that? Well 
we all think in a particular way but are rarely aware of it. In our      
culture we are trained in Scientific Rationalism, a system of thought 
that emphasis science and rationality above all else. Something is 
‘scientifically proven…’ so becomes a ‘fact’. Scientific evidence – 
or lack of it – becomes the deciding factor, the argument winner, 
the trump card. If we are ‘irrational’ we are by default wrong.  
We hear this everywhere yet don’t actually live like that! Imagine 
running to a burning house to see the parent standing outside 
while a child screams from inside. “Aren’t you going in to rescue 
the child?” “Nah, there’s a strong risk of being badly hurt and I can 
easily get another child”. It’s a totally rational response, could be 
scientifically proven to be correct, and yet is utterly inhuman.  
 

One problem with the world around us, is that it claims science 
trumps all yet remains aware that this is a totally inadequate           
response to life. Society lives for rationality, the only game in town, 
yet yearns for something deeper. Science has (thank God) made 
great strides in keeping sick and premature babies alive, yet has 
little to say about why that life is important, so we end up with  
abortion on demand - often because the baby is simply inconven-
ient, or even just the wrong sex. Around us we see a society which 
is literally dis-eased, is ill at ease with itself, and is fracturing. As 
the Rolling Stones once said, it “can’t get no satisfaction.” 
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To understand the Kingdom of Heaven requires a complete shift in 
the way we see the world. God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son. Is that logical? There is some complicated theology 
around ‘sent his son’ but we can all get the key point easily 
enough. God so loves the congregations of St Hilda’s and St 
John’s that he is willing to give everything, go through anything, for 
us. Will he give up on us? Will he heck! 
 

The best possible response to being loved is to love back. If you 
have ever loved anyone who has loved you then you know what 
deep levels of joy this brings. Is it scientific or logical? Who cares! 
If we can grasp, really grasp, that God loves us as his children, and 
that we can love God whoever we are, whoever we have been, 
whatever our past, then we can find a depth, a joy, a peace that 
passes all understanding. If we glimpse this, then all the vain 
things of this world are put in their proper place. As we glimpse this 
in our churches, with each other, through each other, then we    
naturally want more, and almost unexpectedly we are building the 
Kingdom of Heaven all around us. This becomes not just our duty, 
but quite literally our joy. As it becomes our joy it brings healing, 
which brings more joy. This is logical but that doesn’t matter as we 
have something so much greater. We come to know our Father 
who created us which not only brings satisfaction, but a whole lot 
more besides. 

                     Revd Neal 

I am pleased to pass on that the police have caught and charged 
David Laycock for the burglary of our church hall the other week. 
He pleaded guilty to this offence and two other burglaries and was 
sentenced to 26 weeks imprisonment. 
I applaud the police for their excellent work, and am pleased that 
David has been removed from society for a while, but cannot help 
feeling sorry for him, that his life has lead him to this point.                    
Perhaps we can all remember him in our prayers. 
Revd Neal 
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Prayer 
You may have noticed a couple of minor changes at St John’s, one 
is the red prayer box as you come into church, and the other our 
new Prayer Corner.  
  
The prayer box is for you to write down your prayer and post it in. 
Your prayer will then be offered to God along with the collection 
during the Sunday Service. These prayers will also be read on an 
individual basis on the Tuesday morning as we meet to pray      
together. This is a good opportunity to ‘formally’ thank God, as well 
as to ask for further help, for ourselves, our church, or those close 
to us. 
  
As for the prayer corner, the idea is to give you a space to come 
and pray quietly about anything you wish. Before the service or  
after it, or whenever you get the chance.  
There will be candles present for you to light so, if you wish, you 
can join your spiritual prayers with a physical action, after all, we 
are both spiritual and physical beings. 
  
                                        Saying the Office 
As from May, Cliff and myself will be meeting together at St John’s 
to ‘say the office’ every Tuesday morning at 8:30 until 9:00am. This 
is not a Church Service, but an opportunity to read the scriptures 
and pray together on a semi-informal basis. Please feel free to join 
us if you wish. If you can’t make a Tuesday morning, how about 
joining us up at St Hilda’s at the same time on a Wednesday  
morning? You will be more than welcome.   

Revd Neal  

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 9th May at 8.30am in the               

Church Hall.    
 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks   
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for           
you in Christ Jesus.                                             
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 
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CMS                                            
Mission Boxes are                 

required for empting         
during May please. 

We noticed on the Riding Lights website that 
one of the places where Jenni 
and her team are performing is 
Kirkheaton Parish Church on 
Sat 13th June. Thought some of 
you may like to go and see 

them - they are travelling all round the  
country and love seeing friends at their          
performances! The show is full of energetic 
and challenging sketches as well as music 
and humour! Please pass the word on at 
Church. You will probably need to book           
tickets if you are interested.  
 

A big part of the team’s work includes visiting secondary schools,                 
prisons, night shelters etc so it is full of challenges but the young people 
have already seen God at work in amazing ways. Hope you are able to 
support this important initiative. 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage 

sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 

things not worth keeping around the 

house. Bring your husbands.  
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CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CALDERDALE 
  

Homeless Shelter Project 2015 Report 
 

  
The Inn Churches project run by Christians Together Calderdale 
operated from 5

th
 January until the end of March. A team of around 

100 volunteers provided support by coordinating volunteers,           
shoppers, cooks, supervising overnight, or simply talking to the 
guests who often have little social contact with people during the 
day.  
  
Throughout the project we had 62 referrals, some were accommo-
dated straight away, leaving 43 people who stayed in the shelter. 
We had 10 beds which were full every night. Guests were provided 
with an evening meal, a bed for the night and a substantial           
breakfast before leaving in the morning.  
  
Throughout the project a team of people worked throughout the 
day to put the guests in touch with the various other agencies who 
can provide accommodation, benefits advice, furniture (once 
somewhere to live had been found) and ongoing support. As a       
result of this work 37 of the 43 were found accommodation, were 
able to move back in with their partners or were helped to find 
somewhere else to live such as a suitable hostel. Some guests are 
only there for one night, whilst arrangements were made, others 
stayed longer, the longest being 75 nights, with an average of just 
over 2 weeks.  
  
Typical of the guests who have stayed at Inn Churches is Phil 
(name changed). Phil came to Halifax just before Christmas to see 
his family and was hoping he may be able rebuild his relationship 
with them. Unfortunately things didn’t work out and he ended up 
having to leave. After a couple nights with friends he was referred 
to Inn Churches where he stayed for 7 nights. During that time he 
was helped to find accommodation and then a job and is now 
working as a chef at a major holiday centre. 
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The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 9th May 10am-12.45pm,                       
followed by soup lunch. Christ Church, Pellon.     
Donation £4.00-5.00 
Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991 
Thank you. 

Jeff Heaton, the Project Coordinator said “I cannot thank the           
volunteers enough for what they have done; both on behalf of the 
guests and Christians Together Calderdale. Without them this       
project would not happen and many more people would have been 
sleeping on the streets in the coldest months of the year. I would 
also like to thank the other agencies, companies and individuals 
who have helped us with support and donations. There really are 
too many to list but I must particularly mention Calderdale Council 
Housing Options team and Foundation Housing” 
              
For more information please contact 
Jeff Heaton 
Project Co-ordinator and Administrator 
Tel: 07975 718 093 
jeff@christianstogether.org.uk 
  
  
Thank you all for your prayers and support. 
Christine 
On behalf of the Food and Support Drop In 
The Gathering Place, No1 St James’ Road, Halifax, HX1 1YS 

Martin and Madeleine will give a talk about their recent pilgrimage. 
At St. Hilda’s on Tuesday 19th May at 7.30pm.                                  

This is an evening meeting open to all.  

mailto:jeff@christianstogether.org.uk
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As part of the on-going Water for Life (Schools) project with our link            
Dioceses in Tanzania we are holding several events purely to raise funds 
for the New Mara Primary School. The ‘old’ Mara Primary School is full to 
capacity and Bishop Hilkiah is building a school to offer quality education 
to even more pupils. This school needs water and building cannot         
continue until water is provided. 
In order to support the project we are organising extra fundraising 
events. The first of these is a:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This promises to be a really fun event, but we need people there! Please 
would you advertise this to your congregations and in your churches and 
parish halls.  It would make a great church outing! No experience neces-
sary! There will be a bar available and a pie and pea supper is included 
in the price of £7.50 for adults and £5.00 for children. 
Please find a poster attached and advertise this as widely as possible. 
Once costs of the evening have been covered (and we have managed to 
secure some sponsorship for this), every penny raised will go towards 
the well at New Mara Primary. 
Tickets are available through Church House or from the Cathedral, or are 
available from Gill direct.  
Please support this event if you can and have a great night out into the 
bargain. 
If you would like further information, please contact:  
Gill Johnson at Church House in Wakefield (01924 371802) or 
gill.johnson@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org.   
 

Yours ever, The Right Reverend Tony Robinson 

Area Bishop of Wakefield 

mailto:gill.johnson@westyorkshiredales.anglican.org
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For more info please contact: 

Rev Cliff Kay 356495 
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ST. JOHN’S COMMUNITY FAYRE 
 
On 4

th
 July we are holding a Community Fayre to replace the         

November Autumn Fayre. We are trying a different time of year. 
There will be lots of stalls, refreshments and activities and more 
details will be given next month. At this stage please book the date 
in your diaries - JULY 4

TH
 FROM 11.00AM ONWARDS.  

Hope to see you there. 
Stephen 

Also on the 4th July  from 7.30pm          
  Warley Community Association Presents                                         

50’s /60’s Dance 
See John White for tickets or more information  

 Warley Coffee Club 
Due to Bank Holidays in May there will be no                                         

Exercise and Relaxation Classes    
The Coffee Club will meet on                                                                       

Monday 18
th

 May 2015 
Speaker, Mrs. C O’Connor 

‘From Baby Ballet to Big Ballet’ 

Love Calderdale  
 

Love Calderdale will take place on 
the 30th May this year. It is an 
opportunity for all of us as 
Christians to come together as one 
and show the love of God to His 
people in Calderdale but also to say 
thank you for all the help people 
give to Christians Together 

throughout the year, We will fill 
Halifax town centre with fun 
activities, crafts, street 
entertainment, music, donkeys, 
food and drink. A great day out for 
everyone, and it will not cost a 
penny. God’s love is free and we just 
want to demonstrate that in 
practical ways. 
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Our afternoon meeting in April was on April 2
nd

 at Joan Hey’s 
home. This was Maundy Thursday and the speaker was Rev. Jean 
Hoggard. She gave us a very interesting talk centred on The Last 
Supper.  
 
April 22

nd
 was our evening meeting in the Church Hall and Theresa 

and her dog Nick joined us to tell us about Guide Dogs for the 
Blind. They really are amazing dogs. 
 
Our next evening meeting is at 7.30p.m. on May 19

th
 in the Church 

Hall. Elaine Swinhoe will be coming along to tell us all about her 
work as MU Faith and Policy Coordinator, so it will be lovely to 
have her with us and I am sure very interesting. 
 
June 4

th
 is the next afternoon meeting at 2.15p.m. at 129, Paddock 

Lane. This will be our Member’s Afternoon and Strawberry Tea 
and members are invited to share memories of their First Jobs. 
So, we look forward to seeing you at any of these events.             
 

All are welcome so do come along and join us. 
                            Susan 

Next Men’s Fellowship Meeting on the 
27th May 2015 will be a visit to Backfield 
Museum. At the moment there is an         
exhibition on the First World War.  
This will be a daytime visit. More details 
to follow. 
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The deadline for contributions to the May News Letter is 20 May to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

May Diary                                                                                                      
 

Thursday 7th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 9th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
           10.00am  to 12.45pm Circle Dance and lunch 
Thursday 14th 7.30pm Ascension Day Service at Mount Tabor  
     Methodist Church 
Monday 18th  10.30am Coffee Club Exercise & Relaxation class 
Tuesday  19th 7.30pm Mother’s Union meet in Church Hall 
Wednesday 20th 7.15pm P.C.C meeting with Holy Communion 
Thursday 21st 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Wednesday 27th 10.30am Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday 28th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening  
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
  
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

