
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

2nd August 9th Sunday after Trinity     
9.00am  Holy Communion 
10.15am  Family Worship 
 
9th August 10th Sunday after Trinity     
9.00am  Holy Communion 
10.15am  Family Communion 
 
16thAugust 11th Sunday after Trinity                                                                   
9.00am  Holy Communion  
10.15am  Family Worship 
 
23rd August 12th Sunday after Trinity    
9.00am  Holy Communion 
10.15am  Family Service   
    
30th August 13th Sunday after Trinity 
9.00am  Holy Communion 
10.15am  Family Communion 
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Letter from the Vicarage 
 
Last month I wrote something on my past life, so 
this month I thought I’d take the opportunity to  
reflect on the present. The hardest thing perhaps 
is to learn, and keep in my head, the number of 
different unrelated aspects to being a vicar. From 
schools to mosques, factories to pubs, bishops to 
vagrants and baptisms to bereavement, all human 
life is here. The hardest change has been to negotiate the shift 
from ‘work’ to ‘vocation’. It is not as clear as you’d think to define 
what counts as ‘work’, and while in many ways it doesn’t matter I 
am always conscious that effectively you, the congregations, are 
paying my wages and I need to be value for money.  In addition I 
am working with people who are volunteering their time and talents 
very generously, but on the other hand doing too much is both       
unfair on my family and would lead to my becoming less and less  
effective as burn out approaches. To be a faithful and productive 
parish priest for the long term will need us to fine tune the balance 
between being value for money to you, general life commitments, 
and my own rest and rejuvenation. So what does a vicar’s diary 
look like at the moment? This is last week. 
 

I had my regular meeting with Cliff on Monday morning, then a 
pastoral conversation with a person losing a loved one to cancer. 
Lunch was up at John White’s to meet Diane, the rest of the          
afternoon sermon writing and the evening was spent with the    
Warley Community Association. Tuesday started at St John’s to 
meet with those saying the Office together then it was Standing 
Committee preparation, sorting the new Sunday service rota and a 
baptism visit in the afternoon, before the Standing Committee 
meeting in the evening. Wednesday morning saw me at St Hilda’s 
to say the Office there, then the mid-month communion, the after-
noon Coffee club and Safeguarding Training in the evening.     
Thursday started with the Office at my usual 8.30 time and a local 
ministers meeting later that morning. A Finance Committee       
meeting started the afternoon before a baptism rehearsal in the 
evening. On Friday after the Office I went on a long motorcycle ride  
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across Lancashire and North Yorkshire with my son Matt to blow 
away the cobwebs, before attending the evening music rehearsal 
at St Hilda’s. Saturday morning was of course the prayer breakfast, 
before heading up to York with Kathryn to spend some time with 
our daughter Christine and friends. Before I knew it, Sunday had 
arrived again!  
 

Last week was pretty typical, but with a few more appointments 
than usual in the evenings, I normally limit myself to no more than 
three a week so Kathryn will remember what I look like! Friday is 
my day off but I’m not too fussy about it as things are fine being a 
bit flexible, I probably won’t deal with anything non-urgent though! 
Any gaps through the week are used for preparation, emails, 
phone calls, forward planning, vicar’s letters (!) and trying to keep 
the myriad of plates spinning on their poles. I spend a minimum of 
half an hour each day in prayer and bible reading, and aim to 
spend half a day a week in theological study. Lunch times are           
usually used for more general study, and to keep abreast of wider 
church developments.  
 

Being a minister is odd in that it has no set limits. There are always 
more things to do than can ever be done and it is always hard to 
prioritise. The days where there was a priest for every small,      
uncomplicated parish, wandering about in a cassock like a rose 
tinted Italian pizza advert, are now gone. Inevitably some things 
get dropped which I should but can’t do, which is where we as a 
church rely so much on the help that is given. But if you would like 
to speak to me about anything or nothing, I would be only too 
pleased – just let me know! Meanwhile I do my best to concentrate 
on things that are essential, that which will lead to growth, and to 
split my time equally between St John’s and St Hilda’s. After Cliff 
has departed I will rely even more on the welcome support of 
Stephen and Martin, and all the lay workers who do so much. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my thanks to all 
those who work so hard to ensure our church community survives 
and thrives, in pastoral, finance, buildings, publishing, worship, 
children, welcoming, cleaning, maintenance, visiting, Church hall 
groups, House groups, social groups and music groups, the          
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Sunday service and all the other things I’ve forgotten or have gone 
un-noticed. May God bless us all as we look to maintain and build 
our church in all its aspects. We are the body of Christ, let us            
continue to seek Him, and do His will together as the future            

unfolds. Thanks again,   Neal 

Side by side.   
 

 

They lie on the table side by side 
The Holy Bible and the TV Guide. 

One is well worn and cherished with pride. 
Not the Bible, but the TV Guide. 

One is used daily to help folks decide. 
No, not the Bible, but the TV Guide. 

  
As the pages are turned, what shall they see? 

Oh, what does it matter, turn on the TV 
So they open the book in which they confide. 

No, not the Bible, but the TV Guide. 
The Word of God is seldom read. 

Maybe a verse before they fall into bed. 
Exhausted and sleepy and tired as can be. 

Not from reading the Bible, from watching TV 
  

So then back to the table side by side, 
Lie the Holy Bible and the TV Guide. 

No time for prayer, no time for the Word, 
The plan of Salvation is seldom heard. 
But forgiveness of sin, so full and free, 

Is found in the Bible, not on the TV! 

Author unknown. 
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Warley Community Fayre  
 

In the past St John’s has hosted an annual Autumn Fayre event 
aiming to bring together the local community and in the process 
raise much needed funds for The Church and another nominated 
charity. This previously successful event was poorly attended in 
2014 possibly because there were so many other similar events in 
the locality at the same time of year. So the PCC decided to try 
something different in 2015. The Warley Community Fayre in 2015 
was a summer event. The Church was open and offered local         
organisations, who use the hall, a place to showcase what they do, 
whilst  the cafe and stalls were in the church hall.  
The Warley Community Fayre was a great success, even the 
weather was kind and thanks to the generosity of those who joined 
in the fun £730.36 was raised.  
We did decide at the Community Fayre sub-committee that a tenth 
of the money raised should go to the Children’s Society. This was 
in memory of Val who always supported this society.                            
Many thanks to all who took part especially the organisers. 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 8th August at 8.30am in the               

Church Hall.    
 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks   
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for           
you in Christ Jesus.                                             
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 

 

Cliff and Jane’s final service will be Sunday 
30th August. 9.00am and a joint service with 
St. Hilda’s at St. John’s 10.15am  
 
Cliff’s Induction Service at The Belton Group 
of Churches will be Monday 5th October at 
7.30pm 
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Thank you to all members who helped at the Warley Summer                     

Community Fayre on July 4th in the Church Hall. Items for the stalls,  

baking for the cake stall and café and help on the day were very much 

appreciated. It was a lovely time of fellowship and friendship together. 

 

Thank you also to everyone who supported our Garden Party on the 18th 

July. It was a super day and we raised £250 to be split between Bible      

Society and MU work. 

 

We have had no MU meetings during July because of the holidays so our 

next meetings will be in August. For our afternoon meeting on August 6th 

we will be supporting the Deanery Cream Tea, which this year will be 

held at St. Jude’s Church from 2p.m. to 4p.m. Tickets/admission is £2 

and there will be a Bring and Buy Stall. 

 

Our evening meeting will be on August 18th and will take the form of 

Programme Planning for 2016.This will be at 7.30p.m. at 129, Paddock 

Lane, so please come along with your ideas for next year’s meetings. 

We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are welcome so 

do come along and join us. 

                                                       SUSAN                   

Moments with God 
 

Happy moments, praise God. 
 

Difficult moments, seek God. 
 

Quiet moments, worship God. 
 

Painful moments, Trust God. 
 

Every moment, thank God. 

The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 8th 
August           
10am-12.45pm,                       
followed by 
soup lunch. 
Christ Church, 
Pellon.                 

Donation £4.00-5.00 
Leader: Madeleine Russell   
Tel 323991 
Thank you. 
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The deadline for contributions to the September News Letter is 26 August to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

August  Diary 
 

Tuesday 4th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 5th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 6th  2.00pm MU Deanery Cream Tea at St. Jude’s         
Saturday  8th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Tuesday 11th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 12th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s            
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s            
Tuesday 18th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
   7.30pm Mother’s Union at 129 Paddock Lane 
Wednesday 19th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s    
Tuesday 25th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 26th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s    
Sunday 30th  10.15am Joint service with St. Hilda’s at St. John’s.       
     This will be the final service for Cliff and Jane.
    
 
      
      

  
Uniform Organizations 

 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

