
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 
 

6th September 14th Sunday after Trinity     
9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Worship 
 

13th September 15th Sunday after Trinity     
9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Communion 
 

20th September 16th Sunday after Trinity   
9.00am Holy Communion  

10.15am Family Worship 
 

27th September 17th Sunday after Trinity    
9.00am Holy Communion 

10.15am Family Service   
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Giving 
 
I was discussing updating a church welcome pack 
recently when we came across a note regarding 
methods of giving to the church. We decided to 
take it out because we were worried that people 
would think “OK, here’s the real reason for the 
pack…..” and bin it. Most mornings we look at the 
post and begin the process of binning all the flyers 
and letters expressly designed to remove money from our pockets 
and put it in someone else’s. Not infrequently we’ll get a call from 
yet another gentleman with a strong Indian accent pretending to be 
called Michael who was just calling to see if we want to take part in 
a survey…. Now call me cynical but I have a suspicion these calls 
are less about concern for my neighbourhood and more about  
finding out how much cash can be diverted into their firm’s bank 
accounts. 
It is against this backdrop of rampant commercialism that I want to 
speak about Christian monetary giving. Now the more cynical of 
you will be thinking, OK, here’s where the vicar tries to see how 
much cash he can remove from my pocket and onto the collection 
plate….. I hope you keep reading anyway! 
 
Isn’t the church rich enough already? I can’t speak about other 
churches because I don’t know enough about them, but the Church 
of England, and specifically our diocese, is on its knees financially. 
Yes, it is very wealth on paper, but that wealth is mostly tied up in 
property. If it sold off all the parish churches it would have lots of 
money but nowhere to worship, no cathedrals, no St John’s or      
St Hilda’s, and no family silver to pass on to the next generation. 
My own view is that the buildings, while not vital, do make a           
statement that Jesus is here, in our community, in this country, and 
this is where to find us. To put it another way, if the only identifiable 
religious buildings left were the mosques that would send a               
message to our society. And, yes, the C of E has a lot of                         
investments, but it also has enormous costs, not least in  pension            
provision for those retired vicars who have made such a                    
contribution in the past, and continue to work so hard today. So no,  
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the C of E is not wealthy at all in any meaningful way, every year it 
struggles hard to keep going. 
 
What are the biblical principles of giving? The well known Old     
Testament principle is tithing, giving 10% of crops, income,           
livestock, whatever. There were taxes and tithes to the temple, to 
the Levites and to the community, I understand the total would 
have been a little over 23% of income. The New Testament           
doesn’t give a percentage and avoids legalism (having to perform 
certain actions like giving in order to be acceptable to God), but 
teaches that each should give what they are able, according to 
their circumstances and conscience. The church generally has 
taken a mix of the two, recommending as a guide line a tithe, 10%, 
but leaving it up to each individual.  
 
The most important principles are to be found in other teachings 
though. To start, we are dependent first and foremost on God and 
his provision. We are to work hard and act wisely with our money, 
but at the end of the day it is God who sustains us and God who 
provides us with our gifts, talents and opportunities, and God must 
come first. If we give what is left over at the end of the week, we 
are literally saying by our actions God can have the leftovers. We 
should seek to live a balance of wisdom and faith, giving regularly 
to the church according to our means so that the church can meet 
its obligations without fuss and bother.  
“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a 
sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that 
when I come no collections will have to be made. (1 Corinthians 
16) 
 
The next principle is that God loves a cheerful giver. My own       
practice is that I give out of duty, then out of faithfulness, and am 
aiming towards cheerfulness! In fact giving is widely recognised as 
an excellent way of making ourselves more cheerful, misers have 
long been recognised as miserable, the clue is in the word! We can 
all think of people who give generously and almost without           
exception they are cheerful people. The evidence is all around us if 
we have eyes to see, the only mystery is why it remains so hard to  
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give. We should give because we should love, and what kind of 
love withholds help? True love cannot stand by, able to help but 
refusing to do so. What loving parent does not help their child 
when they really need it? If we can give, but don’t, it says             
something about how much we truly love God, our neighbour and 
ourselves. It says something about our levels of faith, and gives us 
something to pray about in our Christian development. Giving is a 
statement of loving and belonging, of being a part of the Christian 
Community.  
 
What should we give, how, and to whom? This is a matter for you. 
Kathy and I start from a base line principle of 10% of our income, 
much of which goes to St John’s and St Hilda’s, but we also       
support a missionary couple and one or two other Christian pro-
jects. As far as is practical we need to give where we are confident 
the money is going to those in need and where it is effectively 
used. We need to support our church because if we don’t it won’t 
be there in the future, and we won’t be able to be a witness in our 
community.  
How should we give? Well I am a strong believer that if you pay 
your bills by direct debit then that is the best way to give, not only 
is it tax efficient but it makes the church finances much easier to 
manage, we don’t risk forgetting to give some weeks and avoid giv-
ing God the weeks leftovers. Overall we should treat the amount 
we have freely decided to give in the same way as we meet our 
obligations in the rest of our lives. 
 
Above all, all tithes and offerings should be given with pure           
motives and an attitude of worship to God and service to the body 
of Christ. “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a  

cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).   Neal. 

Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on 12th 
September at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.     Psalm 106: 1          
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Thank You 
 
Shortly, Jane and I will move home for the 
third time in five years. We will do so knowing 
that we step into a new community, context 
and challenge, encouraged by the prayers 
and preparation of the past six years that 
have led us on to Belton in Lincolnshire.  
 

Belton is the place we believe God has called us to put down roots 
and the service of induction on October 5th will be attended by our 
friends and mentors, some from before we were married; people 
who have shaped our lives through the years. It will be a special 
occasion for us to have folk there from the many sections of our 
Christian life. 
 

St John's and St Hilda's has been a most unique chapter for us! 
 

It is at times difficult to believe that the past three years have      
contained so much. The Christians in Exile Lent series, Encounter-
ing Muslims course, the development of the Christian-Muslim              
initiative, Orange Sunday (or Christingle as it was formerly 
known!), re-engagement with the young people's uniform groups at 
St John’s, the summer of Ripponden Weddings, St Hilda's               
community engagement leading to the Stakeholders involvement, 
Park Ward forum, the annual Ifta meal, last year's barbeque and 
marquee (thanks to Hilary and Stephen) in the vicarage garden, 
two church weekends away, Reading the Bible Jesus Read study 
series, the Apologetics, Brunch and Conversation course.... and 
the period of vacancy between Tony moving and Neal arriving. It 
has been an enjoyable and varied curacy! 
 
The past three years have given us much to remember and be 
thankful for.  
 

I am reminded of the Apostle Paul when writing to the Romans 
(Chapter 12 v 9 - 13) where the focus is upon love, zeal, patience 
and faithfulness, being devoted to each other and hospitable at all 
times. It focuses on looking out for one another, particularly during 
difficulties and discouragement. It reminds us how God is always 
present and at work in us and through us, as we support one      
another in our faith and trust in our Lord Jesus. 
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Serving here at both St John's and St Hilda's has been a joy and a 
blessing. 
 
You have been so gracious when I have got it wrong (I am                 
particularly thinking of my first baptism at St Hilda's and my first 
BCP communion at St John's particularly!)  
 
Each of the three years have had their own focus, though I am very 
mindful of the period during the vacancy when a number of our 
members went through extremely difficult times of loss and I was 
privileged to be alongside you and your families at that point. 
 
Home visits, after church coffee, prayer breakfasts, in fact any food
-related event (!), have all provided the opportunity to share and 
learn; to get to know you and discover more about life together as 
‘family’. 
As I write I recall a car journey with my mum for an evening meal 
(some 10 years ago) with church members from the church we  
attended between 1978-1988. I was saying to her that 'one of the 
aspects of church life I have really appreciated is the development 
and warmth of being befriended wherever we have gone’ (Belton 
will be our seventh church). For all the challenges that church and 
faith faces it still possesses a unique capacity to support and      
encourage as Jesus did. 
 
Of course at Belton I will be the Rector, which comes with its own 
unique responsibilities, but friendship and encouragement to know 
Christ more will remain the basis on which ministry will be offered. 
 
Every blessing in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Cliff 

Cliff and Jane’s final service will be Sunday 30th August. 9.00am 
and a joint service with St. Hilda’s at St. John’s 10.15am  
 
Cliff’s Induction Service at The Belton Group of Churches will be 
Monday 5th October at 7.30pm 
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Will you pack it in? 
 
 
Many a time I’ve heard that expression or said 
it myself to various children over the years 
(not just our two!); I’ve worked with under-
fives, primary school and high school children 
as a non-teaching assistant and nursery 
nurse. But now it holds a whole different meaning! 
 
It doesn’t seem that long since people finally stopped asking me 
‘so how are you settling in?’ Now the question is ‘how’s the       
packing going?’ 
Well when I had almost finished packing up the items in our garage 
I remembered the removal small print that instructs that you        
mustn’t pack flammable products. (These must be conveyed     
separately in your car!) Slight panic; as I wasn’t sure if any of my 
garden products were combustible! Anyway after checking similar 
products at the garden centre and via google they’re not – hooray! 
- so I haven’t had to unpack. But as I focused on solving this           
dilemma I did think, ‘am I flammable?’ In a good or bad way?! 
(Yes, my thinking often does go off in a tangent!)  Do I easily burn 
with indignation or anger? (Please don’t ask Cliff!) Then I read this; 
“Look at anger as a signal; that something is wrong, that you are 
entering a zone where there is high potential to sin; be careful 
about how you think and what you do when you are angry. It’s a 
signal that action is required, make wise choices.” God can use all 
sorts of things to cause us to consider and challenge our patterns 
of behaviour! Oh to have this little light of mine shining for Jesus 
with a fire sufficient to be a source of light and warmth for others, to 
draw them closer to Him. 
 
You may well feel that you are only just beginning to get to know 
me and you’d be right; that I guess is down to me being somewhat 
of an introvert and more comfortable ‘behind the scenes’ than up 
front or in lots of social situations! 
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Dear family in Christ at St John’s and St Hilda’s we will miss you! 
Both churches have made us feel so welcome and appreciated. 
You’ve been gracious and generous with us. We’ve learnt much! 
You’ve made us laugh and we think that you’ve been entertained 
by us; often unexpectedly when things went awry! 
I am really going to miss the beautiful stain glass Nativity windows 
at St John’s and the magnificent tryptic of Christ the King, with 
Hilda and Caedmon at St Hilda’s. 
 
What will I miss about Halifax? I will certainly miss the impressive 
tallest folly in the United Kingdom and in fact in the world, right 
here at King Cross! Wainhouse tower is such a landmark; day or 
night. May it remind us not of the foolishness of man but of the 
greatness of God; Psalm 61 v2-4 ‘From the ends of the earth I call 
to you, I call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is 
higher than I. For you have been my refuge, a strong tower against 
the foe. I long to dwell in your tent forever and take refuge in the 
shelter of your wings.’ 
 
Then there’s the spectacular Town Hall building, such craftsman-
ship, stunning Shibden Hall and the historic Piece Hall – I look         
forward to coming back to see that when it’s reopened. Halifax has 
some architecturally delightful old buildings sitting alongside, or 
seemingly overpowered by, ugly modern concrete ones. May we 
be grateful that however important or insignificant, attractive or 
overlooked we feel God sees our true value and loves us.              
1 Corinthians 3 v9 Paul tells us that as Christians ‘we are             
co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building.’ 
 
Every blessing in Christ, Jane x 

Next meeting is Wednesday 23rd September at 
the Jubilee Rooms Sowerby Bridge.                        
David Glover will be telling us about Scandal 
and Humour from Halifax Parish records.  
Masses of fascinating facts 
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Forget each kindness that you do  
  

Forget each kindness that you do 
As soon as you have done it. 

Forget the praise that falls to you 
The moment you have won it. 

Forget the slander that you hear 
Before you can repeat it. 

Forget each slight, each spite, each sneer 
Wherever you may meet it. 

  
Remember every kindness done 

To you, whate'er its measure. 
Remember praise by others won 

And pass it on with pleasure. 
Remember every promise made 

And keep it to the letter. 
Remember those who lend you aid 

And be a grateful debtor. 
  

Remember all the happiness 
That comes your way in living. 

Forget each worry and distress; 
Be hopeful and forgiving. 

Remember good, remember truth, 
Remember heaven's above you. 

And you will find, through age and youth, 
True joys and hearts to love you. 

Priscilla Leonard 
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Food and Support Drop In –  August 2015 
 

We are holding a “Thank you” event for all our volunteers on Friday 18th 
September at 7pm. If you have volunteered at any of the Christians           
Together Projects over the last year and would like to attend, please       
contact us to let us know either by replying to this email, through the  
Christians Together Calderdale Facebook Events page or by telephoning 
the Gathering Place and leaving a message for our administrator, Jeff.  
You will be most welcome.  
May I remind you we are always looking for new volunteers who can help 
on any day of the week for a variety of volunteering opportunities. We will 
also be starting to plan for our next winter shelter very soon. Please send 
us an email or contact Jeff for more information. 
 
 Here is a list of items we need for the Drop In 
 
Tinned Meat, Corned beef, Ham etc 
Cup a Soup, Toilet Rolls, Tinned Pies, e.g.FrayBentos, Breakfast             
Cereals, Deodorant, Tinned Meals – Irish Stew etc.  Rice, Shampoo, 
Tinned fish Rice Pudding,  Shower Gel, Tinned Soup, Tinned puddings 
Sanitary Towels, Baked Beans, Tinned Fruit, Soap, Tinned Potatoes, 
Tea Washing Powder, Tinned Vegetables (Peas/Carrots/Sweetcorn etc.)
Coffee, Washing up Liquid, Curry Sauce/Pasta Sauce, Sugar, Complete 
Cat Food, Instant Mash Potato, Fruit squashes, Complete Dog Food,      
Instant Noodles/Pot Noodles etc. Biscuits, Sweets, Meat paste/Peanut  
butter & other sandwich fillers,   Instant Custard Powder “Bags for life” 
Bags, Jam/Marmalade/Lemon Curd/Chocolate Spread, UHT Milk, Can 
Openers Tinned tomatoes, Instant Hot Chocolate.   
 
We are short of tea towels, socks, outdoor shoes and trainers, bath towels, 
sleeping bags, single and double bedding including; double and single 
sheets, double & single quilts, quilt covers, pillows and blankets. 
The Drop In is open for deliveries every Thursday between 9am - 1pm and 
every Saturday morning between 9am - 11.30am. These are the times we 
need volunteers. We also need people to help clean up after the doors 
close at 11.45am on Saturdays. If you wish to help at all, please get in 
touch. 
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Donations of Money 
May I remind everybody who donates money via cheques to make it  
payable to 

“CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CALDERDALE” 
If you wish your donation to be only for the Drop In, please write Drop In 
on the back. If you are happy to support any of the Christians Together 
Projects please leave the cheque blank on the back. Our bank details 
can be found via the website or by contacting the Treasurer at The Gath-
ering Place. If you are in a position to GIFT AID we ask that you fill out 
the relevant form for us, again obtainable from the treasurer. 
 
Prayer Points 

Barbara and Tom. 
For the volunteers of all the Christians Together Calderdale Projects; 

At the Drop In, the Splitters, Shoppers, the Christmas Staff, the 
Winter Shelter, the Gathering Place, Second Chances, Love       
Calderdale, Hope Restored, Thursday Gathering, Saturday  Gath-
ering, Family Gathering and at the Banqueting Table.  

Vision and wisdom for the “Christians Together Calderdale” trustees 
and staff. 

For all the local Churches and Charities who help vulnerable people 
in our area. 

For all who contribute to the work and support of the Drop In and the 
other Christians Together Projects, in any way. As well as many 
Churches, Schools and Individuals we are also supported by 
many businesses throughout Calderdale and beyond. 

 
Once again thank you to everyone for your prayers, donations and 
support. They are very much appreciated. 
  
Kind regards to you all Christine 
  
On behalf of The Food and Support Drop In 
c/o The Gathering Place  
1 St James Road 
Halifax  
HX1 1YS  
Telephone 01422 647390 
 Jeff: 07975 718093 
www.christianstogether.org.uk 

http://www.christianstogether.org.uk/
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Our next Circle Dance morning is on Saturday, 26 September 10am-12.45pm, 
followed by soup lunch.  
Venue is changed! 
St. Hilda's Church, Gibraltar Road, Halifax HX1 4HE 
 
Even if you have not been for a while it would be very good to             
see you. It also helps if you let me know if you can come.  
If you need directions, please let me know.  Tel 01422 323991 
Madeleine 

West View Park Family Fun Day, Sept. 12
th

  
 
The family fun day is an opportunity for the community of West 
Halifax to come together and enjoy itself. It reminds me of the old 
village Fayer which would often take place on a Holy day or 
Holliday, a time when people would come together and let their 
hair down. The Church would be there often at the centre of things, 
Blessing the beginning and probably disapproving of many of the 
more disreputable goings on. 
I believe our role is now not so much to give a Blessing at the         
beginning as to be a Blessing, to do that we have to be a part of 
the whole community. That means we have to take part and in  tak-
ing part show others that the Church is alive and enjoys there com-
pany and more importantly Christ Love is alive and wants to enjoy 
there company. 
There will be lots to do on the day, Colonel Custard, Falconry, 
Bands and lots of different stalls. Churches together are having a 
tent and some activities we are hoping to have a rota so not too 
many people are stuck at the tent. The most important thing is that 
we interact with others in our community and share the Peace and 
Love we have through Jesus Christ with others. Please come and 
enjoy the day. 
  David Mann. 

Warley Coffee Club 
28th September 2015                        

10.30am 
Revd Canon Dr Stephen Bradberry 

‘Life and Chaplaincy’  
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Our evening meeting in August was on the 18
th
 and took the form 

of Programme Planning for 2016. Hopefully we have put together 
an interesting and varied programme for next year. 
 
There will be no afternoon meeting in September because of our  
bi-monthly programme, but the evening meeting will be on the 16

th
 

in the Church Hall. Rodney Barnett will be coming along to give us 
a demonstration of Wood Burning, so this should be very             
interesting. 
 
There is a Deanery Quiet Day at Ripponden Church on               
24

th
 September from 10a.m. to 3p.m.  Drinks are provided but you 

need to take your own lunch. Please see me for further details as 
this should be a lovely day set in idyllic surroundings. 
 
Our afternoon meeting in October is on October 1

st
 when our own 

Graham Pearson will be the speaker. 
 
Advance notice:-Please note there will be a special service at 
Wakefield Cathedral on October 14

th
 at 1p.m. This will be to mark 

120 years of MU in the Wakefield Diocese and the end of                
Wakefield Diocesan MU with the formation of the new joint                 
Diocese. Please attend if you can, it should be a super service. 
We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are       
welcome so do come along and join us. 
                                                SUSAN                   
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The deadline for contributions to the September News Letter is 26 August to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

September  Diary 
 

Tuesday 1st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 2nd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 3rd 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 5th 10.00am Rushbearing 
Thursday 7th 2.00pm  till 4.00pm MU Deanery Cream Tea 
    6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday  12th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
     Family Fun Day in West View Park 
Tuesday 15th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
   7.00pm God in Jail. A talk by Neal at St. John’s 
Wednesday 16th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
    7.30pm Mother’s Union  
Thursday 17th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday 22nd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
   7.15pm PCC meeting 
Wednesday 23rd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 24th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday 29th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 30th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s
    

Uniform Organizations 
 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

