
  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara , Tanzania 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’ . 
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Services this month 
 

4th October 18th Sunday after Trinity     
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Worship 
 
11th October 19th Sunday after Trinity     
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am  Family Communion & Baptism 
 
18th October 20th Sunday after Trinity        
  9.00am Holy Communion  
10.15am Family Worship 
 
25th October Bible Sunday  
  9.00am Holy Communion 
10.15am Family Service   
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How often do you read the bible? 
 
 
 
Then again, what exactly is the bible? 
To start with it is by far and away the 
most read, the most studied and the 

most widely spread book the world has ever seen. It is 
estimated that the bible has been printed nearly 
700,000,000 times, in over 450 different languages. It 
is not one book, but a collection of 66 books and letters written from 
around 1450 B.C. (the time of Moses) to about 100 A.D. (following the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ).  
The Old Testament (the Jewish Tanakh but in a different order) teaches 
us about the origin of the universe and God’s relationship and covenants 
with, the world and humanity, and then specifically with the Jewish       
nation, while the New Testament is concerned with God’s new covenant 
(or testament) with all people through Jesus Christ. 
 
The New Testament has 27 books, the four Gospels, the book of Acts 
(Luke’s gospel part two) the book of Revelation and 21 Epistles, or            
letters, written to the early church. The oldest complete bible we have 
dates from the 4th Century and it is from the earliest copies of the bible, 
and the other 5,500 very early New Testament manuscripts (dating back 
to within 90 years of Jesus death), that translations of the modern bibles 
are drawn. If someone tells you that the bible has changed over the 
years due to a process of Chinese whispers, you can tell them they are 
quite wrong. Imagine modern translations as spokes of a wheel, all 
drawn from a central hub, rather than links in a chain. 
 
So that is what the bible is, but why should we read it?  
Most importantly it is the primary source of authority in our church, it is 
the inspired word of God. Most Christians do not hold that the bible was 
dictated word for word by God in the manner of claims for the Quran, but 
was written by people who were under the inspiration of God as they   
recorded history, prophecy and God’s wisdom. We believe that the bible 
is entirely reliable as it is inspired by God, but in need of correct under-
standing. Different biblical books are written in different styles, some  
contain poetic truth, some historical truth and some truth in wisdom and 
teaching, but all contain God’s spiritual truth. 
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As a book it tells us what we need to know about God, ourselves and the 
relationship between God and humanity. It gives us both specific                
instructions and general guidelines on how we should live, so that we 
enjoy a life of maximum fullness and value to all. So many of our current 
problems, as individuals, as a church, as a society and as a world, are 
due to an ignorance, or wilful ignoring, of God’s word in the Bible. What a 
happy world this would be if we all followed Jesus example and New 
Testament teaching! 
 
When the Church of England first started it clearly laid out its attitude to 
the bible as a Holy Scripture, having primary authority in all things. Article 
VI (of the 39 Articles, the original defining statements of doctrines of the 
Church of England) states; 
“Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that  what-
soever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be re-
quired of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or 
be thought requisite or necessary to salvation.” 
The authority of the Church (including my authority!) is limited to and 
should be governed by, what Scripture contains. The Church may not, 
"ordain anything that is contrary to God's Word written, neither may it so 
expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another."   
 
Scripture is our primary source of authority, but where it is unclear on 
things (which are not necessary for salvation) human reason can, and 
should, be used to arrive at a prayerful conclusion, with reference to the 
tradition of the Church (to avoid a blind following of current trends).  
‘Reason’ though is not just ordinary secular reasoning but a ‘holy               
reason’, informed by Scripture as a whole and a living relationship with 
God through Jesus.  We must be careful that ‘reason’ does not simply 
reflect the current opinions of society, these change on a regular basis so 
cannot be relied upon.  
 
Authority means that if anyone tells you to do, or to believe, anything 
contrary to scripture you are to ignore it. Likewise, if scripture says we 
need to do, or not do, something then we are to obey, regardless of any 
contrary pressure. This should not remain a blind slave like obedience, 
but that of a family member who understands the reasoning and           
business of the head of the family. Either way, it should be part of our 
faith that God gives us good advice, like a loving parent advises their 
children. After all, God has been around for a while and has plenty of  
experience with people! 
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But how can we know how to live if we do not read the bible in the first 
place? Hopefully you will receive some valuable teaching on a Sunday 
from people who have studied the bible in depth, hopefully you will also 
explore the bible in your house groups, but this can never be enough. 
The value of regular daily bible reading cannot be understated. The more 
we immerse ourselves in God’s word the easier it is to recognise good 
teaching, and indeed bad teaching. The more we read God’s word in 
prayer the closer we become to God, with all the resulting blessings.  

Wisdom, understanding, peace and hope, to say 
nothing of salvation, are all there for the taking, and 
who has enough of these gifts? If you do nothing 
else, however you choose to do it, ask God to open 
your eyes and open his scriptures.  
I guarantee you, you will not regret it.   Rev Neal 

On the 15
th
 September, over fifty people from both congregations 

of St John’s and St Hilda attended a talk at St John’s given by 
Rev’d Neal, entitled “God in Jail”. The evening was held to raise 
money and awareness of the work of the Leprosy Mission. Neal, 
gave an interesting talk of his time and experience spent as a 
Prison Chaplain. A supper of soup and a role with drinks was provided, and on 
the evening £317.52 was raised in donations. Of this, through match funding 
through a government scheme, a further £150 will be added to make the total 
amount £467.52 by which the Leprosy Mission will benefit. 
Thank you to all who helped to make the event successful and to Brenda             
Waddington for her work as St John’s Leprosy Mission link worker.      

 
The Men’s Fellowship will meet on                        
Wednesday 28th October.   
Our own Graham Pearson will be talking             
too us.                                                                                
Time and venue to follow. 

Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on           
10th October at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.     Psalm 106: 1          

http://ui.isend-itineris.co.uk/track/click.aspx?r=52c81d9e1d&t=253218cd2d&k=7572420d7a1c43768210
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Why not drop in for 

COFFEE & COMPANY : 

At  St. Hilda Church        

starting at 2.00pm 

Every Wednesday 

Bring a friend, make new friends 

Bring your memories or share other people’s                                                              

Everyone is welcome 

We’d love to meet you 

Forms are available from Anita Swingler  

Morning Prayer      
 

    Saying the Office                                                                                            
9.00am next  Tuesday at  St. John’s                      

and Wednesday at St. Hilda’s . 
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Our next Circle Dance morning is on Saturday, 24th October 10am-12.45pm, 
followed by soup lunch.  
Venue to be decided 
 
Even if you have not been for a while it would be very good to 
see you. It also helps if you let me know if you can come.  
If you need directions, please let me know.  01422 323991 
Madeleine 

Dear family in Christ at St John's and St Hilda's. 

We wanted to thank you for how much we were 

blessed by our final service with you and the  

opportunity afterwards to share food and            

fellowship together. 

You have been so generous towards us with your 

gifts which will be used to purchase a home communion kit, a summer 

cassock, a painting/photo of Wainhouse Tower and no doubt a few 

Dahlia's(!), spring bulbs or other items for the garden 1 

The etched glass vase is a unique and beautiful reminder of our 

time with you. Thank you! 

With our prayers and continued         friendship. 

Cliff & Jane. xx 

Several people have asked me for our 'new' address. 
Cliff and Jane now move on the 28th September (God willing!) 
Their new address will be: 
The Rectory, 
118 High Street, 
Belton.  
North Lincoln. 
DN9 1NS 
Jane’s mobile; 07794416853 in case anyone prefers to text and my email 
address janekay24@hotmail.co.uk and Cliff's: cliffkay1@gmail.com in 
case people prefer to contact us that way. Thanks! 

mailto:janekay24@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cliffkay1@gmail.com
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 Copies of next years Calendar can be                  
obtained from John White at church  

Warley Coffee Club 
 

26th  October 2015 
Mrs Jennifer Stacy 

‘Candle Talk and Demonstration’ 
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 St John’s, Warley Online 
 
“A Church Near You” is an organisation which hosts Church web 
sites free of charge. Using a simple postcode search from 
‘www.achurchnearyou.com’ you will be able to find all the                   
information that local churches have entered. St John’s has been 
using the service for over ten years.  
 
The St John’s address is:   
                                             
www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john 
 
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There is also a google calendar which is used by church                  
administrators to co-ordinate activities. This is a public calendar      
so if you want to see it, or to have something to be entered on it 

please ask either: Rev. Neal Owen, Claire Pearson* or David 

On Sunday 1st November, All Saints day, at 4pm, 
there will be a special memorial service to                    
commemorate the lives of those we have loved and 
are now departed. The service will take                                
approximately half an hour and is open to all. 
 

If you know of anyone whom you would like to invite, a friend or 
neighbour perhaps, please could you do so? 
Many thanks,  Rev Neal 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john
http://acny.co.uk/17996/
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The Mariposa Trust is one of the leading UK charities, with its core objective 
being to support people who have lost babies at any stage of pregnancy, at birth 
or in infancy. It was founded in 2012, by Zoe and Andy Clark-Coates, who saw a 
critical need to launch a new support organisation. With over 258,000 babies 
being lost yearly in the UK, the charity needed to be able to offer not only               
befriending and support, but also national baby loss remembrance services 
(called Saying Goodbye Services), which would all take place at Cathedrals and 
Minsters across the UK. Since its inception 45 services have taken place, and 
2015 will see a further 25 in the UK and the USA. 
On Sunday, 18th October, 4.00pm at Bradford Cathedral, The trust is holding a 
Saying Goodbye service. I am trying to spread the message about the service, 
as we want as many people who have been affected by this as possible to be 
able to attend. 
We know that as 1 in 4 women suffer miscarriage and baby loss, you will have 
contact with a significant number of people who have either personally suffered 
baby loss, or who have a partner or family member that has, so we wanted to 
ask if you would help us in promoting the service. 
So who is the service for? 
Anyone who has either personally lost a baby at any stage of pregnancy, at birth 
or in early years, or anyone who has been affected by a family members or 
friends loss. Whether the loss was recent, or 80 years ago everyone is                 
welcome. Babies and children are also invited to come with their family, as the 
Saying Goodbye service is truly a family event for all. 
Would you be so kind as to promote the service to your community, and               
possibly Tweet and post on Facebook about the event as well? If you feel able 
to also email any other community centres and other people you know across 
the wider region, especially community leaders, who could promote to their      
networks over the coming weeks that would be so appreciated? To read more 
on the charity head to the the Saying Goodbye website, which you can find at: 
www.sayinggoodbye.org. On the site you will also be able to see the fantastic 
set of Ambassadors and Advocates the charity have, including: The Archbishop 
of York, Lord Robert Winston, Nigella Lawson, Jools Oliver, Gabby Logan, J 
John, Mary Nightingale, Professor Lesley Regan, Julie Etchingham and more.  
 

The team can be contacted by email at office@sayinggoodbye.org if you have 
any questions. 

Warmest Regards Jayne 
  

The Mariposa Trust 
Support . Services . Campaigning 

 Tel: 0845 293 8027 
Email: jayne.starkie@sayinggoodbye.org  Website: www.sayinggoodbye.org  

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-Z0IrXDGVA 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/SayingGoodbyeUK 

http://www.sayinggoodbye.org
mailto:office@sayinggoodbye.org
mailto:jayne.starkie@sayinggoodbye.org
http://www.sayinggoodbye.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-Z0IrXDGVA
http://www.facebook.com/SayingGoodbyeUK
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Rodney Barnett came along to our evening meeting on the  
16

th
 of September and gave a very interesting talk and demonstra-

tion of Wood Burning. 
 
Our afternoon meeting in October is on October 1

st
 when our own 

Graham Pearson will be the speaker. This will be at Joan 
Hey’s at 2.15p.m. 
 
Could I remind Committee members that there will be a meeting on 
October 9

th
 at 7.30p.m. at Brenda’s. 

 
Please note there will be a special service at Wakefield Cathedral 
on October 14

th
 at 1p.m. This will be to mark 120 years of MU in 

the Wakefield Diocese, and the end of our Wakefield Diocesan MU 
with the formation of the new joint Diocese. Please attend if you 
can, it should be a super service. 
Stephen and I are going and can take 3 people if you would  
like a lift. 
 
Our evening meeting is on October 20

th
 at 7.30 p.m. in the Church 

Hall when the speaker will be Margaret Adkins on ‘Lost and 
Found’.  
We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. All are          
welcome so do come along and join us. 
                                                SUSAN                   

Saturday 24th October 9.30am 
Working party on the church 
grounds till noon. Please join us 
for all are part of the morning, 
every little help. 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

October  Diary 
Thursday 1st 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Tuesday 6th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 7th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 8th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday  10th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast    
Tuesday 13th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 14th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 15th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday 20th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 21st 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 22nd 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 24th  9.30am Working party on the church grounds till noon 
Monday 26th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 27th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 28th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
   7.30pm Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday 29th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
 
Sunday 1st November 4pm special memorial service at St. John’s  
     

 
Uniform Organizations 

 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  

 

 

 

The deadline for contributions to the November News Letter is 22nd October to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

