
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara, Tanzania 
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Services this month 
 

6th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Healing Service  
 
13th December 3rd Sunday of Advent          
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Joint Service at St. Hilda’s 
 
20th December 4th Sunday of Advent  
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am   Holy Communion 
 
24th December Christmas Eve 
 6.30pm Carol & Nativity Service 
 
25th December  Christmas Day  
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Holy Communion 
 
27th December 1st Sunday of Christmas 
 9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Family Service 
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The Reason for the Season? 
 

December is the season of Advent and Christmas, and 
with all the usual celebrations and sadness, families 
and loneliness, peace, goodwill and arguments, we 
have the age old debate - is this a Christian               
celebration? 
For us, yes, but what do we celebrate as Christians? 
Obviously the birth of Jesus, but most non Christians 
are happy to celebrate that, Christmas is a nice festi-
val, with a nativity scene and snowflakes and reindeer. Our neighbouring 
Muslims are happy to celebrate the birth of Jesus too, as a great prophet, 
so what is so special to us about Christmas? 
 

Immanuel is the key, it is a Hebrew name meaning "God is with us" and 
first appeared in Isaiah as a prophecy that God was with Israel and 
would protect them from powerful neighbouring kings who sought to  
conquer Jerusalem. Much later, the gospel of Matthew records Jesus 
being given the title Emmanuel (Greek spelling), at his birth, a prophesy 
that now, literally, God is with us, so we see Christmas as the time of 
Emmanuel, a time when God was literally with us in physical form. 
 

As well as Emmanuel, Jesus took the title "Son of God", which has       
become a little misleading. We should not think this refers to biological 
descent but a claim to divinity. 2000 years ago the title 'Son of God' 
meant 'of the same nature as God', not 'the biological son of God'.         
Caesar claimed to be a son of god even though everyone knew his       
biological parents, he was making a claim to be divine, of the same         
nature as the Roman gods, and this claim was as problematic to the 
Jews of the day as Jesus' claim. 
 

The incarnation of God in Jesus at Christmas caused other problems. 
Roman Catholics believe that Jesus was the son of Mary in that he had 
her DNA, so that makes Mary the "Mother of God" and leads to all sorts 
of complicated theology and doctrine regarding Mary herself. Other 
Christians believe Jesus became implanted as fully human and fully God, 
and was nurtured in Mary's womb but was not actually from her body. 
This reflects the earliest title for Mary, which was the Greek word Theoto-
kos, "the one who gives birth to the one who is God", or "God bearer", 
this means we see Mary as an amazing person, a saint, but nothing 
more. How many people look at a nice Christmas card of Mary in the  
stable and think of all the theological problems this causes? 
 



4 

 

Here we come to the other issue, how is it possible for God to be           
human? Can God truly separate himself off to become two separate           
beings that talk to each other, God the Father and God the Son (not to 
mention God the Spirit)? We don't know, but by definition God cannot be 
defined or restricted by mere mortals, so how can we claim it is impossi-
ble? Was Jesus fully human, or fully God, or both at the same time? As 
the Nicene Creed states, we believe... in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, begotten of the Father [the only-begotten; that is, of the essence 
of the Father, God of God,] Light of Light, very God of very God,               
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; somehow, 
Jesus was both fully God and fully human. 
 
Meanwhile the biggest miracle of Christmas almost goes unnoticed. 
While theologians’ debate and churches arrange Carol services, and the 
world is happy to sell us presents and fairy tale Christmas cards, we 
must be careful not to bury the truth behind Christmas. The world wants 
us to deny our deepest selves, to bury our very souls in bling and               
turkeys, and even candlelight services. 
 
Let's for a moment cut all the Christmas activity away, have you ever felt 
not just unloved but unlovable? Perhaps just in your bleakest, most         
secret moments, perhaps right now as you read this. We need to be 
loved, and we need to love, so we present to the world the acceptable us 
like we present the acceptable Christmas. Love brings the most glorious 
and the most painful parts of our lives, it is the reason for our existence, 
and we are nothing without it. Ashes and dust. To feel unloved, unlovable 
is too painful, it may reflect the truth? What then? There is no hope, no 
salvation, only eternal darkness. But to be lovable we must first be loved, 
but how, if we are unlovable? How does the frog become a Prince or 
Princess when they are too ugly to be kissed? 
 
Our world is fallen. Everywhere we look there is theft, violence, lies, 
greed, lust, laziness, injustice, and death. We are ugly, and into this 
world came perfection, purity. Emmanuel. Suddenly God is with us. The 
greatest miracle of Christmas is that God loves the unlovable so much 
that He became one of us, He not only kissed frogs but became one, and 
because we are loved, we become lovable. We can be transformed into 
princes and princesses. God leads us away from the mud, cleans us up, 
and clothes us in beauty not our own.  
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When we stand before the throne, lovable, loved and loving, we will have 
long forgotten the tinsel, food and presents, but perhaps we will look 
back and remember the Son of God being born of Mary at Christmas. 

Emmanuel.        God is with us. Happy Christmas. Revd Neal Owen 
 

Paris. 
 

Like you, Kathy and I woke to the news of the random murder of so many 
people who were going about their normal lives one Friday night in Paris. 
The murderers did it to further the cause of bringing about an       Islamic 
State, a Caliphate, but how on earth they think gunning down  innocent 
people at a rock concert or cafe will achieve that is beyond me. I do not 
see state politics at work here, or Islam, just evil, an evil that is thrashing 
around in a world of pain and destruction, lashing out to  destroy, to 
maim, to bring grief. What we see is part of the kingdom of evil in revolt 
against the Kingdom of Heaven on earth, note that part of the justification 
for targeting Paris was that "it is the lead carrier of the cross in Europe". 
So how do we respond? 
For me, Jesus made the theory easy enough, we overcome evil with 
love. We follow his example on the cross and absorb the evil around us. 
He took the sins of the world on his shoulders and looked up from his 
cross and said "Father forgive, they do not know what they do". Earlier 
he told his disciples “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it." (Matt 16) Is this 
easy? No. Do I live up to his example? No, but I do try, and with the 
helper (the Holy Spirit) I will do better. God does not see any person as 
an enemy so neither can we. The only Christ-like response we can have 
to our neighbour is love, no matter who they are. I told you the theory 
was simple! 
 

So that's the theory, what about the practice... We can do very little about 
world politics, but we can make a difference to our area, where God 
called us to work. We can start by reassuring our Muslim neighbours that 
we do not hate them, or blame them for the acts of others, or wish them 
harm. We could get involved in the activities that are planned between St 
Hilda's and Parkinson Lane School and build that friendship, or look for 
other opportunities. An even easier step is to smile at a Muslim you pass 
in the street, exchange pleasantries when you shop. Above all we must 
demonstrate in our speech and everything we do that we will not be a 
part of this cycle of hatred, retribution and death, we work for God's  

Kingdom where there is no room for such things.       Revd Neal Owen 
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Changes in Christian Initiative in Calderdale Schools’ (CICS) Staffing 
 

On 16th June this year Paul Blakey, 
Chairman of CICS trustees, received a 
letter of resignation from Tony Buck, who 
had been our Senior School worker for 
nearly 9 years. In the letter Tony said he 
was grateful for the ‘fantastic opportuni-
ties’ given to him through his work for the 
Trust. He now felt the time was right for 
himself and CICS to take up new                  
challenges and had accepted a post with 
The Football League Trust as a Youth Officer. 
At almost the same time Ruth Wyeth, our Primary School worker had also 
resigned. Ruth’s home circumstances had changed as her father had 
moved into the family home and Ruth became his carer. 
The CICS trustees are truly full of gratitude for the fantastic work done by 
Ruth & Tony. Decisions had to be made to augment the team, now down 
to one, Laura our part time schools worker. The trustees strongly felt our 
work in schools must continue, but must also continue to be adaptable to 
current needs and our finances. So after much prayer, interviews were 
held in October and Neil Harris was appointed to be our new schools 
worker. We shall continue to review staffing needs and to encourage                 
volunteers to join the team to work alongside Neil and Laura. 
Neil tells us that he was born in Bradford and became a Christian at 
age16. After graduation from Teesside University he worked for an insur-
ance company as a sales assessor. Being a volunteer in youth ministry at 
his local church led Neil to a 9 year appointment heading up a schools   
project with Tees Valley Youth for Christ. This also gave him the chance to 
take 3 summer mission teams to South Africa and two short trips to India & 
Estonia. 
Neil also undertook training to lead services & preach. He was ordained as 
a Pastor and this year has taken up an appointment as part time Pastor at 
Worth Valley Community Church, Keighley. 
Neil says he is excited to be able to serve CICS and to sharing his faith in 
a relevant way with young people in Calderdale. We are excited to have 
you Neil! 
Please pray for Neil & Laura and the work of CICS. 
 

http://www.cicscalderdale.org.uk 

http://www.cicscalderdale.org.uk
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 Instead of giving one another Christmas cards this year 
there will be one big card in church for everyone to sign 

and a plate for donations which will go to:                               
St. John’s Roof Fund. 

News from The Halifax Food and Support Drop  
 
This advert from The Trussell Trust is announcing the Tesco and 
FareShare 6 monthly neighbourhood collection on 3rd/ 4th and 5th 
of December. 
  

Food donated by Tesco customers  from the “shopping lists”  at 
any Tesco but especially King Cross, (Aachen Way) and Sowerby 
Bridge will mean 30 % extra get put into Fareshare stores which 
hopefully we can then benefit from. 
 

The Halifax Food and Support Drop In, The Banqueting Table and 
the Calderdale Winter Shelter at the Gathering Place are currently 
supported by FareShare Yorkshire. 
 

Both charities have websites if you wish to check them out. 
 

Thank you 
Christine Henderson 
On behalf of the Halifax Food and Support Drop In 
01422 647390 
07547 555380 
http://www.trusselltrust.org/ 
http://www.christianstogether.org.uk/ 
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Warley St John's  

Christmas Tree Festival 
 

Sunday 6th December 2015 

Following the 10.15am service Light Lunches will be  served 

in the  Church,  which will remain open until  3.00pm 
 

Tuesday 8th December  & Wednesday 9th December 2015 

Warley Town School Nativity Play 
 

Friday 11th December 2015 

 6.30pm - Uniformed Organisations Carol Service  -         

followed by   Refreshments 
 

Saturday 12th December 2015 

There will be a Coffee Morning in Church from 10.00am - 

12.noon 
 

Sunday 13th December -  

THERE WILL BE NO 10.15 am SERVICE  AT ST. JOHN'S 

AS THERE IS A JOINT  SERVICE AT ST. HILDA’S 
 

Sunday 20th December    

Church will be open from 4 - 6pm for Afternoon Tea 

and Carols  
 

Thursday 24th December– Christmas Eve                          

6.30pm Carol and Nativity Service 
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New Year’s Eve Dinner  
 

Once again after popular demand there will be a                                    
New Year’s Eve Dinner on 31st December                                                 

at St. John’s Church Hall 
 drinks at 7.00pm meal served at 7.30pm                               

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
12th December  at 8.30am in the Church Hall.     
 In the morning O Lord, you hear my voice; in the              
morning I lay my request before you and wait in           
expectation.  Psalm 5: 3 

Shoe Box Appeal 

Winter will soon be upon us and as the season of 
goodwill approaches and gifts are exchanged St. 
Hilda’s and the children and staff of Parkinson Lane 
School would like to help the children of refugees 
through the dark and difficult months ahead. We aim to fill shoe boxes 
with both practical and fun items and have them delivered in time for 
Christmas, bringing a little joy into the hearts of families who have lost 
everything. 
All items can be brought to church and would be very gratefully received:- 
 
 
Hairbrushes, combs, hair bobbles, soap, toothbrushes and         
toothpaste, small toys i.e. bubbles, cars, marbles, balls, woolly 
gloves, hats and socks, underwear, crayons, felt tips and                
notebooks. 
Shoe boxes and wrapping paper. 
See Kathy or Margaret Chapman for any further information. 
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14
th
 December 2015  

Mrs Kathleen Smith and Group 

‘Melodies for You’                                                               

11.00am—11.45  

Christmas Lunch                          
12.30pm-2.00pm   

 

On November 18
th
, for our evening meeting, we had a lovely  

evening meal at the Crossroads Inn.   
 
There will be an Advent Service for the whole of the MU in the new 
West Yorkshire and the Dales Diocese, on December 2

nd
 at 

1.30p.m. in Halifax Minster. Tea, coffee and mince pies will be 
served afterwards. It should be a really lovely service. 
 
Our MU Christmas Party will be held on December 3

rd
 in Church 

from 2.30p.m. to 5.30p.m. ALL members and friends of Warley and 
St. Hilda’s are invited so please do join us. The food will be            
provided by the Committee and games will be organised so you 
have nothing to bring, just come along for a happy afternoon to-
gether. 
 
Advance notice:- 
Our Wave of Prayer will take place on Saturday 9

th
 January from 

10 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events.  
Have a very Happy Christmas and every blessing for the New 
Year.                                                           
        SUSAN                   
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December Diary 
  
Thursday  3rd 2.30pm Mother’s Union Christmas Party  till 5.30pm 
   6.45pm Song Group practice  
Sunday  6th   Light Lunch in church after the 10.15am service     
Tuesday  8th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
     Warley Town School Nativity Play in Church 
Wednesday  9th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
       Warley Town School Nativity Play in Church 
Thursday     10th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Friday  11th 6.30pm Uniformed Organisations Carol Service   
Saturday 12th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
           10.00am Coffee Morning in church until 12 noon 
Monday  14th  10.30am Christmas at Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 15th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
              Warley Pre-school Nativity Play in church.         
     Refreshments will be served from 9.00am  
Wednesday 16th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 17th 6.45pm Song Group practice   
Sunday 20th 4.00pm to 6.00pm. Afternoon Tea and Carols 
Tuesday 22nd 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday  23rd 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 24th 6.30pm St. John’s Carol and Nativity Service                                    
Wednesday 31st 7.00pm  for 7.30pm New Years Eve Party 
 

Uniform Organisations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening 
  

The deadline for contributions to the January 2016 Newsletter is 21st                
December to: David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

