
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  

 

Linked with the Diocese of Mara, Tanzania 
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Services this month 
 
1st November All Saints’ Day 
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Holy Communion              
4.00pm Memorial Service     
  
8th November Remembrance Sunday 
9.00am Holy Communion  BCP 
10.15am Remembrance Service       
  beginning in Warley 
 
15th  November 2nd before Advent  
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Worship Service 
 
22nd November Christ the King  
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Baptism Service 
 
29th November Advent Sunday  
9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Holy Communion 



3 

 

The Church 
 
 
 

 
Last month I wrote about the bible and its importance 
as a source of authority, a rock in the shifting sands of 
contemporary living where what was right yesterday is 
wrong today, and what was wrong yesterday seems 
almost compulsory today!  
So we have the bible as a reliable signpost to give us guidance, but what 
good is a signpost unless we walk in the direction it is pointing? Some 
will examine the signpost for years, finding every last detail about the 
wood, analysing the paint, hypothesising about the carpenter and the 
painter, finding fault or inspiration in the knots, but never actually follow-
ing its  direction. They will perish where they stand. 
Some will look at the path the signpost is directing us towards, then    
decide it is pointing in the wrong direction because the way looks way too 
steep to climb, they may then insist that everyone follows them down the 
easier, broader path as "all paths lead to God" (except presumably the 
very difficult one). God knows where they will end up. 
Some will decide to follow the direction of the signpost, seeking God 
through Christ, and will then follow Jesus way. These pilgrims link            
together to support, teach, challenge and encourage one another, and 
become God's church. 
 
Church is a difficult word. It conjures up many different pictures both 
good and bad, images of people and buildings. It is true to say that the 
church is not the building, but the church building should not be thought 
of as unimportant. A home is not a family, but a family will naturally make 
a home, and a good home is a blessing only fully appreciated by those 
who do not have one. The church building is our Christian home, a place 
to find our Father when he seems distant, a place to meet together, and 
eat together – today represented by the Communion. Admittedly, family 
members are not always the easiest people – we don't get to choose 
them! – but these very difficulties provide opportunities for us to grow and 
mature as Christian people. If we do not think meeting the other                 
members of our family in our home is important, then (with some valid 
exceptions) we are saying by our actions that our family are not that            
important. We can live happily enough without them. 
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The church building is more than just 
our Christian home though, it is a   
witness. A witness to past Christians, 
those who have gone before us, who 
worked so hard and gave so much to 
build it is a witness to Christians who 
worshiped there through history, 
those who ran the race of faith, and 
passed the baton on to us. It is a        
reminder that we are not on our own, 
doing our own thing, just for us, we 
are part of a 2000 year history that 
stretches to the end of time. The 
church as a building stands as a witness to the church as a people, the 
building stands because we stand. The church as a building also         
proclaims Christ boldly to the entire neighbourhood, to every passer-by, 
even if we the people cannot always say the same. The church building 
also acts as a witness to prayer and worship. Take time to look around a 
church, everything in it acts as a  witness to God and to his people. The 
communion table, the triptych and reredos, the windows, the candles and 
baptistery, the keyboard, the seats, the crayons, the notices, the altar 
cloths and banners, even the sheep. They all bear witness. 
 
To be invited into someone's home is to see how they really are, it is an 
intimate gesture that points to the family, and the family make the home 
what it is. But the church building is not just our home, it is God's home. 
Our Father, the Creator of all, the King of kings, Lord of lords. It is a place 
for us to feel safe, to be encouraged and supported, but also a place of 
worship, a place to be reminded of our role as servants, and of Jesus 
commandment to "make disciples of all nations. Baptising them in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." The church is a place 
of comfort, but also of challenge. Every cross bears witness to the sacri-
fice Jesus made for us, and reminds us that the time of sacrifice is not 
complete. “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me." Just as our church buildings bear              
witness to God, we must do likewise, and it will require sacrifice. 
I will leave you with three questions to ponder. What direction are we 
walking in? What are we witnessing too? And what are we prepared to 
sacrifice for God's kingdom? 

God bless,   Revd Neal 
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Area Dean’s Autumn Letter 2015 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Again, we approach the end of another year and we 
look towards the Advent season with all its joy and 
meaning with the coming of Christ. Time seems to 
fly by and before we know it we will be into               
Christmas and the New Year.  Yet this is an exciting 
time; a time full of meaning and promise. 
 
God could have chosen to forget humanity or even destroy it; he could 
have turned away; he could have been so hurt by the way people        
disobeyed him, that he walked away. The wonderful thing is that God 
chose not to turn his back on the world but exactly the opposite, he opted 
into it. ‘The Word became flesh and lived among us.’ Such is the love of 
God that he sent his Son so that we might have life. When you think 
about it, this was a tremendous act of love and care for people that had 
let him down. 
 
A number of the stories we hear around the birth of Jesus concern jour-
neys. There is the journey of Mary and Joseph as they travelled to             
Bethlehem and then as they fled into Egypt to escape King Herod. They 
were the refugees of the day. There is the story of the shepherds as they 
go to find Jesus. Then there is the journey of the Magi, which we think 
about during Epiphany. This is when we remember the revealing of        
Jesus to people of every race and nation. 
Those wise men needed to pack up, leave home comforts behind and go 
in search of the divine reality they had sensed, but had not yet discov-
ered for themselves.  
With the light before them they set out to follow wherever it led them. 
They were prepared to go without any certainty of where it would lead. 
For each one of us, God issues an invitation to seek after him. It doesn’t 
matter who we are or where we come from, God invites us to journey 
with the wise men to come to Jesus. These wise men came from a great 
distance away. We may feel that our past choices or our current circum-
stances mean that we can never close the distance between God and 
ourselves. Yet, this story of the wise men reveals that no matter how far 
away we are, when we start our search for God, we can, by God’s grace, 
find our way into his marvellous presence.  
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I pray that God will pour out his Holy Spirit upon us in such a way that we 
may continue to be beacons of light within our communities. 
So, may we stand alongside the lonely and distressed, the hungry and 
the confused.  We look towards the future with joy and with the expecta-
tion of his blessing. May God give you all his rich love, joy and peace. 
 
Stephen Bradberry 

Men’s Fellowship will meet on                               
Wednesday 25th November,                                     
for venue and time see Notice Sheet 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Halifax Choral Society's 197th annual performance of 
Handel's                                           

"Messiah"                                                                                                                             
on Advent Sunday Nov 29th 4pm 

 Victoria Theatre 
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Notes from the Rectory garden. 
Bees, ivy and I don’t know what! 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings to Halifax from the Isle of Axholme!  

Well what a warm welcome we got! In every sense! I don’t think 
I’ve ever been so hot in an Anglican church before! I did enjoy 
Cliff’s induction and institution service. It was lovely to have family 
and friends from across the years with so many from St John’s and 
St Hilda’s, all having  travelled to Belton to witness and support 
Cliff as he became the Rector. Very special! Thank you! A marvel-
lous buffet too! Lots of people told us how much they enjoyed the 
whole evening. 
I am almost embarrassed to tell you that the removal firm came 
with three vans; they obviously thought we’d got a lot of stuff! One 
van was just for the plants and garden-related things! I’m glad that 
part is over now but unfortunately the house here isn’t sorted yet!  
Yes, I’m still unpacking and may be for some time to come but I do 
feel settled. Perhaps that’s because I’ve managed to get some 
time in the garden?!  

I have embarked on digging over a bed next to the house 
to put in some of the plants I brought with us. This will be a 
holding area until I see what’s where and then I’ll move 
them into their permanent places next year. As you know I 
do enjoy gardening and being outside. From an 

early age I’ve always been fascinated by little creatures 
like caterpillars, ladybirds and bees and maybe that’s 
why I like small flowers  and plants that you need to get 
up close to, to admire their finer details and delicate 
beauty. While I was digging I disturbed some ground dwelling 
bees, Tawny mining bees; a beautiful rusty orange colour. Nearby I 

found some grubs that I first thought were vine weevil        
maggots so happily fed these to a little robin who enjoyed 
the treat until I realised they were actually probably bee    



8 

 

 

larvae! It reminded me how easy it is to make mistakes, even with 
the best intentions, and how sometimes the things we do adversely 
affect others and why we need grace. Rick Warren writes “Grace 
isn’t just for salvation; it’s for the daily mistakes of life. If you don’t 
have grace in your life, then you’re  going to be filled with regret. 
When you’re filled with regret, you get stuck in the past. And if 
you’re stuck in the past, you can’t make a fresh start.” 
Wherever we’ve lived I’ve made a garden, it is after all 
the oldest profession; going back to the first garden 
tended by Adam and Eve! We went to visit Newby 
Hall in August and their garden is pretty impressive 
(also the doll’s house exhibition is delightful – small 
stuff again!) but Eden would obviously top that! This is         
garden number seven for us and the largest! As I dug 
away - trying to avoid the bees! - I realised that my main weed 
nemesis here is definitely ivy. It’s everywhere! The contractors 
who’ve been looking after the grounds have done a good job in 
cutting it back but I can see that it’s going to be an on-going battle 
to keep it from infiltrating the brickwork and strangling the plants. 
Sin can be as subtle and pervasive as weeds, starting off small but 
eventually affecting our life in very negative ways. John in one of 
his letters tells the believers: “My dear children, I write this to you 
so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an       
advocate with the Father--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.” (1 
John 2 v.1)  I’m certainly grateful for God’s forgiveness for my 
faults and failings.  
Along with the bees and the ivy I came across some strange  
knobbly tubers and some other plants that I don’t recognise so 
these have been replanted and labelled with a question mark and I 
will have to wait and see what develops! I suspect the garden has 
a lot more surprises in store; much like our life here! 
With love, Jane. 
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Christmas Tree Festival 

29th November 2015 - 5th January 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

At St John's we are proposing to hold a Christmas Tree Festival 
during the season of  Advent. 
  
Christmas Trees, which will be purchased from Tommy Topsoil, 
Sowerby, will all be the same size and will be placed around the 
Church.  
 
It is intended to have the trees in place for Advent Sunday and we 
are proposing to have various extra events, eg: a Light Lunch after 
a Sunday morning Service and an Afternoon Tea with Carols. in 
addition to the normal Sunday Services.  Details of these events 
will be published shortly.  Watch this space!!!! 
 
Many clubs / organisations connected with the Church have been 
contacted and asked if they would be interested in taking part  by  
decorating a tree depicting their organisation.  Battery operated 
lights will be used. 
 
 
For any further information please contact:- 
Yvonne (367785)  Angela (353539) Anita (369987)  
Pat (330693) or Jean (351414) 
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Pastoral Care 12 months on – Message from John White 
 
Twelve months has now passed since I received the Bishop’s authorisa-
tion certificate from The Archdeacon of Halifax to carry out pastoral care 
ministry serving at St John’s Warley. It is a privilege to serve our Lord 
Jesus Christ in giving a listening ear, praying with people, providing   
practical support, and sharing fellowship and friendship with people both 
inside and outside St John’s parish.   
 
St John’s is blessed with a number of people who carry out pastoral care 
ministry. Three of us, Angela Ashton, David Lodge and myself have       
undertaken the three year Diocesan pastoral ministry training course and 
within the Pastoral Care team there are other members of the congrega-
tion besides the clergy who make up the pastoral team – Pat Lodge, 
Susan Bradberry, Wendy Wiltshire, Rita White, Gloria Noble, Nancy 
Smith and Diane Newman. As I have said on many occasions, the team 
are just part of a network who serve St John’s parish with regard to           
pastoral ministry and in other areas of shared ministry.  
 
We are taught in the Bible to care for our neighbour and help one       
another. I know on my Christian journey I have been given help and     
encouragement through friendship and fellowship shared with fellow 
Christians. At St John’s, I believe there is much evidence of pastoral care 
taking place in all areas of the church a lot of which takes place in a very 
quiet way through the network of groups that make up the Church at St 
John’s. eg Home Groups, Mothers’ Union, Song Group, Men’s Fellow-
ship, Coffee Club, Uniformed Organisations and Play Group/Mums & 
Toddlers. 
 
There are details on the notice board at the back of church indicating 
who are part of the pastoral care team and besides the clergy contact 
numbers for pastoral care matters the Authorised Pastoral Care               
Ministry contact numbers at St John’s are:- 
 
David Lodge  01422 330693 
Angela Ashton  01422 353539 
John White   01422 367979 
 
Many thanks to all who give their time in pastoral care, through sharing in 
so many ways Christian fellowship and friendship with others. 
In Christian Love - John 
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Coffee Club  
 

23th November 10.30am 
 

Ms Heather G Slater 

‘Life in Saudi Arabia’ 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful.                                  
Colossians 4: 2 

Our next meeting will be on                 
Saturday 14th November at 8.30am in   
the Church Hall. Come and join us.     

 

On Sunday 1st November, All Saints day, at 4pm, 
there will be a special memorial service to                    
commemorate the lives of those we have loved and 
are now departed. The service will take                                
approximately half an hour and is open to all. 
 

If you know of anyone whom you would like to invite, a friend or 
neighbour perhaps, please could you do so? 
Many thanks,  Rev Neal 

Dear Friends. 
 
David and myself would like to say a big thank you for helping us to 

celebrate our Golden Wedding. Thank you for the lovely cards, 

best wishes and gifts. Most of all thank you for your generous       

contributions to the Harvest Appeal. The final amount on the night 

was £220.50. We really enjoyed the quiz night and supper, sharing 

it with our family and friends, hope you did too. God bless.  

Pat and David    
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Our afternoon meeting in October was on October 1
st
 when our own Graham 

Pearson told us about his many eventful journeys travelling around the world. 
At our evening meeting on October 20

th
 Margaret Adkins was our speaker with a 

thought provoking talk on ‘The Journey of Life’.  
 
On November 18

th
 we will be going for an evening meal to The Crossroads Inn. 

All are welcome to join us, MU members and friends, so please give your name 
to Brenda as soon as possible if you are interested. We will be meeting at 6p.m. 
for 6.30p.m.  
 
Advance notices 
There will be an Advent Service for the whole of the MU in the new West           
Yorkshire and the Dales Diocese, on December 2

nd
 at 1.30p.m. in Halifax         

Minster. Tea, coffee and mince pies will be served afterwards. 
 
Our MU Christmas Party will be held on December 3

rd
 in Church from 2.30p.m. 

to 5.30p.m. ALL members and friends of Warley and St. Hilda’s are invited so 
please do join us. The food and games will be organised so just come along for 
a happy afternoon together. 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to seeing you at 
any of these events.  
                                                           SUSAN                   

From a Church Magazine 
 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a 
chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house.                              
Bring your husbands. 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the December News Letter is 23rd November to: 

David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

 

November Diary 

 
Tuesday  3rd   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday   4th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
     2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday   5th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Tuesday  10th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday  11th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
     2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 12th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Saturday 14th   8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Tuesday 17th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
     7.30pm PCC meeting 
Wednesday 18th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
     2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
     6.00pm for 6.30pm Mothers’ Union evening meal 
Thursday 19th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Monday 23rd 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 24th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 25th   9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
     7.30pm Men’s Fellowship      
Thursday 26th   6.45pm Song Group Practice  

 
 

Uniform Organizations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening 
 
 
 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

