
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

6th March Mothering Sunday  
9.00am  Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am  Mother’s Day Service 
 
13th March 5th Sunday of Lent  
9.00am  Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am  Worship Service 
 
20th March Palm Sunday                                    
9.00am  Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am  Holy Communion  
  
27th March Easter Day  
9.00am  Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am  Holy Communion  
 
For other Easter Services see page  6 
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Letter from the Vicar  
 
Why do you go to church? Or why should you go 
if you don’t? 
Of course there are many reasons why people go, 
and most people go for many reasons, but I’ll look 
at just a few.  
 
Friendship is an obvious one, many people go to 
church to meet their friends, and gain a great deal of support from 
that. But church friendship must be different from ‘normal’ friend-
ship or we risk slipping into an inward looking club, that sees       
outsiders like a stranger who butts into our private conversation 
and receives a polite but increasingly frosty response until they get 
the message.  
Have you ever noticed the person who receives the occasional  
polite handshake during the peace – while everyone else gets a 
warm hug? (One of the problems of hugging in the Peace is that 
the stranger might not want to be hugged!) If we are not careful the 
whole business of ‘the Peace’ becomes an isolating and embar-
rassing nightmare for the person on the edge, not an expression of 
God’s love. 
Friendship is good. And friendship within the church community 
(and outside it!) is normal, but this is not the friendship we should 
be aiming for in church. Church friendship is an expression of the 
all inclusive love of God, a love that is particularly keenly felt for the 
outsider, the reject, the stranger. Where, during the peace, the  
outsider is greeted as warmly as the most popular member. That is 
where we see Jesus reflected. 
 
Worship. This is an answer that always pops up when we are 
asked why we go to church. But what do we mean by worship? 
Recognising God as the Lord of our lives? Or is our ‘worship’ sim-
ply us performing, or having a good time singing our favourite 
songs or finding comfort in familiar liturgy? If we don’t like the 
songs and find the words a bit boring, would we seek to change it 
to something we do like, or perhaps even change to a church that 
does things more to our taste?  
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On the other hand, how do we properly worship God when we 
don’t know the hymns so can’t really sing them, and the liturgy 
goes on and on with words that mean little (if anything) to us?  
 

Peace. I think most people who go to church find a degree of 
peace there. It’s time out from the constant change and demands 
of society. Church buildings offer an atmosphere of prayer, of      
tranquillity, of time moving slowly. They offer a sense of something 
greater than possessions and the world outside.  
But is our church peace derived from God, or familiarity? All      
children find comfort in the familiar. Regular hours, well known 
bedtime books, or that video of the dinosaurs they always want to 
watch. Teenagers and young adults want excitement and change, 
something new and challenging, but as we grow older, in many 
ways we become more child-like, and desire once again the     
comfort of regularity. Change is no longer exciting, it’s threatening, 
and the unfamiliar threatens the peace which we seek. 
 

Learning. Many come to church to learn, to learn about God,      
Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the bible, and how all these things come  
together to teach us how to live. Some people become experts in 
knowledge but all this learning remains theory with little practical 
use, because they have no real interest in the hard work and      
discipline of actually doing things. Others concentrate so much on 
actually doing things that they do the wrong things because they 
have no real interest in the hard work and discipline of learning. 
Most of us fall in the confused bit in the middle.  
Most of us prefer the easy teachings too. We concentrate on the 
bits that are easy, popular, or in line with our desires, and try to 
minimise the bits that conflict with our comfort, or our (or the 
world’s) present view. It’s only natural. Jesus came to teach and 
show us God’s way and they crucified him…. 
 

Of course there are many other reasons we go to church, and 
none of the reasons we do go are entirely pure. If you are           
interested in discussing this topic, then please join us on our Lent 
Course. Whoever you are – all are welcome! But there is one more 
word I would like to finish on.   
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Holiness. God is constantly on the lookout for people who desire 
to be holy, and the Church is a gathered community of people with 
a common desire to be more holy, in a place that is kept holy.  
We have to learn how to be holy, it doesn’t always come naturally! 
Holiness will lead to a natural love of others (not just friends – even 
pagans do that), as it reflects God’s love for all people, particularly 
the outsider. 
Holiness leads to a desire to worship God through song, words, 
prayer and silence. The more we know God, the greater our desire 
to worship, and to thank Jesus for our salvation, and accept Him as 
our Lord, our boss.  
Holiness also leads to Peace. Not the peace of the world, or even 
the church, which is easily upset and always temporary, but the 
peace of God, that is permanent, and passes all understanding. In 
the end holiness leads to love, and we all need to love, and to be 
loved. 

God bless us all.    Revd Neal 

Services at St. Hilda’s and St. John’s for Holy week & Easter  
 
Maundy Thursday service; (Tenebrae and Stripping the altar)   
 
St John's 6pm, St Hilda's 7.30pm. 
 
Joint Good Friday Service; St Hilda's, 7.30pm. 
 
Easter Vigil service; St John's, 8pm. 
 
Easter Vigil; St John's, through Saturday night. 
 
Easter morning Sunrise service St John's 6am, followed by                 
breakfast in the church hall. 
 
Easter BCP service; St John's, 9am. 
Easter services at both churches at 10.15am  
(Neal to lead at St Hilda's, Stephen at St John's.) 
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In Focus 

March 16 

 
Welcome to the latest edition of InFocus. Our aim is to 
help you keep in touch with the activities of the National 
Church Institutions. Do have a look at InReview, our 
sister publication, designed as an A3 version for notice 
boards  

Addressing Synod, Archbishop Justin 

spoke about the Primates’ Gathering 

and Meeting held in Canterbury in 

January which he said had 

‘occasioned much comment and even 

more misrepresentation’. 

“We were conscious as we met in that 

week that literally millions, possibly tens 

of millions, of people were praying for 

us, and I have never known a week in 

which I have been so aware of prayer, 

or of pressure.” 

He also explained how the Primates   

decided on the consequence of the 

American Episcopal Church (TEC)      

altering its definition of marriage to be 

gender neutral. The Presiding Bishop of 

TEC, Michael Curry, described the          

Primates’ decision as a fair outcome, 

Archbishop Justin added. 

Summing up he said: “If we bring to our 

Church, and to the world around, the 

certainty that Jesus came to set us 

free, and to open the way for true        

human flourishing in service to each 

other and to Him; if our expectation in 

that only in foot washing, even of our       

enemies, is the Truth demonstrated 

adequately, then in beauty of relation- 

ship the grace of God will prevail, as 

that grace did during the Primates’ 

Meeting 

“Life will not be perfect, or even anything 

remotely approaching it. That kind of 

over- realised eschatology is a nonsense. 

There are no quick fixes, magic wands or 

perfect spells. There is no church order 

that ensures perfection, nor one in which 

human sin does not add to the problems 

of the whole. 

“Yet there is a way forward that reveals 

the unity that we are given, and that 

celebrates the strength that we can 

bring each other; that enables us to love 

those who oppose us, and that focuses 

on human flourishing and on the setting 

free those who are bound by rules which 

Jesus could never have imagined, nor 

Paul...and which have emerged out of a 

desire for power rather than the expec-

tation of the kingdom of God. There is, 

in short, a way forward in which we look 

like the people of Christ.” 

 
Read Archbishop Justin’s full 
speech and watch online at bit.ly/
ABCSynod2016 

General Synod opens with Archbishop Justin reflecting 
on Primates’ Meeting 
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Former homeless & ex drug addicts become faces of latest 

campaign for CofE’s  just pray.uk 

Men and women who found faith at a homeless 

centre are to star in a series of short dramatic 

films for Lent and Easter launched by the Church 

of England. The five film stars have all recently 

come to faith through the Saturday Gathering, a 

fresh expression of church in  Halifax - and most 

have experienced crime, alcohol, drug addiction, 

homelessness or violence in their lives.                                                    

The “Psalm 22 project” follows on from the 

Church of England’s “Lord’s Prayer” campaign 

which was banned by cinemas before                

Christmas and promotes the  justpray.uk           

website.                                                             

The new justpray.uk campaign will feature short 

teaser films over the next five weeks concluding 

with the launch of a two minute film on Easter 

Sunday which casts the five main characters in 

their own interpretation of a scene from the  

Passion of Christ. The film is based on Psalm 22 

which includes the words “my God, my God why 

have you forsaken me?” said by Jesus Christ on 

the cross.                                                           

The first teaser, features Emma, 24, who came 

to faith a year ago and still struggles with       

questions and doubt. In a podcast inter- view 

accompanying the film Emma says:                                                                

“Having faith is really hard. It’s not easy to pray 

when you think no one is listening, it’s not easy to 

wake up knowing you’re going to go through the 

same stuff every single day.                                                             

“Without God, I’d still be drinking, taking drugs. I 

don’t even know if I’d be here, because I was a 

self harmer, I would have probably taken my own 

life at some point.”                                                    

Teaser films to be released over the coming 

weeks also include Howard, 40, who after eight 

months clean of drugs,  alcohol and crime, got 

baptized and immediately used drugs again. His 

story is a battle between  

 
walking in faith and having doubts but he says 

that his faith has kept him alive: “Where would 

I be without faith? I’d be dead a long time ago I 

believe. Yeah, I’d be dead. Not just spiritually 

but probably physically dead in a box some-

where. Faith’s everything to me. It keeps me 

going, it gives me hope.”                              

And Rob, 46, who spent years living rough,  

but now feels resurrected away from a life of 

drugs, crime and trouble: “’When my brother 

died I got naughty, I got into drugs,  I got into 

fighting, violence, prison. And when I was in 

prison I wanted to like, just die. I thought God 

was forsaking me then. Because I was asking 

for his help and it didn’t happen. About 10 

years later, I’ve turned into a Christian and I’ve 

changed my life around, and God hasn’t        

forsaken me.”                                                

The Revd Arun Arora, Communications         

Director for the Church of England said: “Each 

of the inspirational stories of those who star in 

the film is a reminder of how Jesus Christ can 

turn life around. They are also a reminder that 

for many of us faith and doubt co-exist as 

neighbours and not opposites. The Psalms 

accompany us through life with their raw        

honesty, joy and despair at life, love and God. 

Lent is a time of self- examination and       

struggle. It’s part of the Christian journey that 

comes as a time of testing and honesty about 

who we are before God. And it ends with the 

triumph of Easter day, the sure and certain 

promise of God triumphant even after the 

darkest night.” 

 
Visit the Just Pray website 
www.justpray.uk to see the latest trailers, 
listen to peoples; stories and log your 
prayers 

http://www.justpray.uk/
http://www.justpray.uk/


8 

 

one another. Dr Sandra Millar Head of the       

Projects and  Development Team said: “Setting 

apart a Sunday to celebrate and pray for this 

special relationship is a great opportunity to 

share with families and ask for God’s blessing on 

godparents and godchildren everywhere.                         

Churches can invite recent baptism families to 

come along with godparents to a special service, 

but is also a chance to get all those in the           

congregation who are godparents or godchildren 

to pray for one another. We are offering                  

dedicated resources for all parishes to use from 

Monday March 7. 

Synod backs call to encourage blood and organ 

The General Synod has backed a call for all 

16,000 CofE churches to encourage their       

congregations to consider becoming blood         

donors or registering as organ donors.                                     

Members voted to approve a motion from Leeds 

Diocesan Synod put by Father Paul Cartwright, a 

former police officer and now a priest in      

Barnsley, South Yorkshire, aimed at increasing 

the number of blood and organ donors in the UK.                                                                           

Father Paul told the General Synod of how he 

had seen lives transformed by organ donation 

while working as a police family liaison officer 

supporting families of those seriously injured or 

killed in road traffic collisions.                                      

He added that after receiving a certificate and gift 

from the National Blood Service for the number of 

blood, platelets and plasma donations he made, 

his life was saved by donated blood products 

when he was diagnosed with an acute leukaemia 

in 2008.                                                             

“For my wife and two children, as well as my 

extended family, the kindness of people donating 

blood and blood products has meant that I have 

so far been able to spend seven extra years with 

them, after I was diagnosed with an acute fast 

acting leukeamia in 2008,” he told the General 

Synod.                                                                     

“The blood products that I received saved my life, 

and to be honest I’m unable to find the words to 

thank those who kindly donated the blood and 

platelets that saved me, and so I thank God 

every day for them.”                      
The motion comes after the Church of England 

has contributed to four major policy debates in 

recent years and taken part in six national initia-

tives including being a founder associate of the 

Flesh and Blood churches campaign to increase 

the number of blood and organ donors in the UK.                                                                     

The Rt Rev James Newcome, Bishop of Carlisle, 

and lead bishop for the Church of England on 

health care and medical ethics, warmly       wel-

comed the Diocesan Synod motion. He told the 

General Synod that the need for more blood and 

organ donations was ‘enormous.’ 

For more information about the Flesh and 

Blood campaign see www.fleshandblood.org  

Synod backs call to encourage blood and organ 

The first ever Sunday to celebrate the unique role 

of Godparents will take place on May 1st 2016. 

An initiative of the Arch- bishops’ Council               

Projects and Development Team, the dedicated 

day is a response to research looking at parent’s 

real experiences and expectations around the 

baptism of their child. Churches throughout the 

Church of England are invited to use this date to 

celebrate all that godparents contribute to the 

amazing journey of faith. This is a great opportu-

nity to invite recent baptism families to come 

along with godparents to a special service, but is 

also a chance to get all those in the congregation 

who are godparents or godchildren to pray for 

http://www.fleshandblood.org/
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Evangelism is ‘our duty, privilege and joy’, Archbishop tells Synod 

Introducing a presentation on a report by the 

Archbishops’ Evangelism Task Group, the 

Archbishop said: “Evangelism is the                

proclamation, the setting forth, the holding out 

of the Good news of Jesus Christ, in ways that 

do justice to the beauty, integrity, joy and 

power of the one who was dead but is now 

alive. . . It is from God, about God, with God 

and because of God. Above all, He calls and 

enables us to be his heralds. 

“All Christians are witnesses of the love of Jesus 

Christ. The Spirit comes to us for precisely this 

task. And as witnesses of Jesus we then become 

witnesses to Jesus, relaying what we have ex-

perienced to others.” 

 
Read the full speech 
online at bit.ly/
ABCEvangelism 

North Cave residents welcome the Archbishop of York 

An East Riding housing development known for 

its strong commitment to the health and well-

being of older people has become the latest 

destination to be visited by the Archbishop of 

York, Dr John Sentamu. 

The visit was part of the Archbishop’s Pilgrim-

age of Prayer Witness and Blessing around the 

Diocese of York. The six-month walking pilgrim-

age sees him meeting and praying with people 

along the route which is to finish at York Minster 

on 22 May 2016. 

Archbishop Sentamu said, “My prayers have 

led me to this pilgrimage. St Paulinus, St Aidan, 

St Cuthbert and St Hilda of Whitby in their time 

shared the good news of Jesus Christ with the 

people of the North. Praying for those who 

come to know Christ is a great privilege and a 

joy.“ 

Oldest resident 93 year–old Dora Taylor said: 

“Meeting Archbishop Sentamu is one of the 

proudest moments of my life. For many years I 

have enjoyed reading about his many exploits. 

I was particularly impressed by the way he 

has spoken out against oppression when he 

has faced great personal risk.” 

Hanover Court benefits from a wide range 

of facilities including a comfortable 

lounge, guest room, hair salon and a laundry, 

plus a private car park. An estate manager 

is on hand to oversee any buildings or garden 

maintenance and property repairs as           

required. The estate is pet friendly and                    

residents can join in with organised social           

activities if they wish. Conveniently located 

just a short walk from the village centre 

amenities, 
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St. Hilda’s are having a Pie & Pea Supper and Candle Party at 
church on the 15th March. The pies are Little Barbara's which will 
spur anyone on to coming along. Tickets £5 including supper. 
More news on this later, just thought you might like to pop it into 
your diary now. 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast 
Saturday 12th March at 8.30am                
in the Church Hall.                                       
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks                                       
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for                                                     
you in Christ Jesus                                                                                                               
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 

 
 

 

          A teenage boy had just passed his driving          
test and inquired of his father as to when 
they could discuss his use of the car.  
   His father said he'd make a deal with his 
son, "You bring your grades up from a C to 
a B average, study your Bible a little and  

  get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car."  
    

The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for 
the offer and they agreed on it.  
    
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, you've brought your 
grades up and I've observed that you have been studying your   
Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut."  
    
The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been thinking 
about that, and I've noticed in my studies of the 
Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist 
had long hair, Moses had long hair, and there's 
even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair.”  
 
"Yes son, but did you also notice that they all walked everywhere 
they went?"  
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The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 14 March 10am-12.45pm,                       
followed by soup lunch. Christ Church,                            
Pellon.     Donation £4.00-5.00 
Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991 
Thank you. 

Morning Prayer      
Saying the Office                                                                                            

9.00am every Tuesday at  St. John’s                      
and Wednesday at St. Hilda’s . 

Why not drop in for- COFFEE & COMPANY 

at St. Hilda Church        

starting at  2.00pm every Wednesday 

Bring a friend, make new friends.  

 
21

st 
March 2016 
10.30am 

Mrs Linda Franklin 

‘Square Chapel’ 

A PRAYER TO USE EACH DAY DURING LENT 

Lord, bless us as we seek to follow Jesus here in                                         

West Yorkshire and the Dales. 

Deepen our faith and give us greater confidence each day. 

Inspire us to grow our churches and be beacons of light and love 

for the people and communities of our diocese. 

Help us all to lead our lives, in word and deed, in the name of           

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIq87pvr4sYCFecX2woduPMHmw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fdownload%2Fcup_of_coffee_clip_art_18811.html&ei=Hk-pVYo156_sBrjnn9gJ&bvm=bv.98
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At our afternoon meeting in February Neal gave us a very             
interesting talk about his month long motor bike tour of America 
last year. I am sure it was an amazing experience.  
 

Our evening meeting was on February 17
th
 when Rev Linda 

Maslen told us all about the valuable work that is taking place at 
the drop in centre and the Saturday Gathering in Halifax.  
 

March is a very busy month starting with the Women’s World Day 
of Prayer Service on March 4

th
 at 2p.m. at Pellon Baptist Church. 

The speaker will be Hazel Murgatroyd and this year the service 
has been put together by the women of Cuba. 
 

Monthly Midday prayers will take place on March 7
th
 at 12 noon at 

Halifax Minster and this will be followed later in the afternoon from 
2.30p.m. to 4p.m. by the MU ‘meet up for coffee’ at Harvey’s. 
 

We are once again invited to the Pellon Rally on March 8
th
 at 

2.30p.m. at Pellon Baptist Church. The speaker this year will be 
Rev. Jane Powell from Steep Lane Baptist Church. This is always 
a happy time of fellowship together. 
 

Our evening meeting is on March 15
th
 at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall. This will be our Lenten evening. 
 
Lady Day will not be celebrated on March 25

th
 as usual this year, 

because of the Easter Holidays, but will be on April 4
th
 at 1.30p.m. 

at Huddersfield Parish Church for the whole of our Huddersfield 
area of our Diocese.   
 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always welcome.  
                                     
          SUSAN                   
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The deadline for contributions to the April Newsletter is Monday 21st March 
to:   David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

March Diary 
Tuesday    1st  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday    2nd  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday    3rd  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Monday    7th  2.00pm & 7.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
Tuesday    8th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday    9th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday    10th  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Saturday     12th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Monday    14th  2.00pm & 7.30pm Lent Course at St. Hilda’s 
Tuesday    15th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
    7.30pm Mothers’ Union 
Wednesday    16th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday    17th  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Monday     21st 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
    2.00pm & 7.30pm Lent Course at St. John’s 
Tuesday    22nd 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday    23rd  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday    24th    Maundy Thursday  
Tuesday    29th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday    30th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday    31st  6.45pm Song Group practise 
 
    

Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening   
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

