
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 

‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

3rd April 2nd Sunday of Easter 

  9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Holy Communion 
 
10th April 3rd Sunday of Easter 

  9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.00am APCM Followed by a  
  short service 
 
17th April 4th Sunday of Easter                      
  9.00am Holy Communion BCP 
10.15am Holy Communion 
  
24th April 5th Sunday of Easter 
  8.45am Holy Communion BCP  
11.15am Family Service   
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Well, Easter’s over, what next? 
 
By the time you read this Easter will be over. It is 
an odd time, Holy Week is the most important 
week in the Christian calendar yet it is hardly the 
most joyful. Some Christians like to concentrate 
solely on the joy of Jesus resurrection, some on 
the saving grace of Christ crucified on the cross. 
Some emphasise the discipline, prayer and           
acknowledgement of our sinful nature that is characterised by Lent, 
others focus on the freedom and joy of God’s saving grace, our life 
saved though Jesus death, our redemption reflected in his           
resurrection. 
 
For myself, I value the whole journey of Lent and Holy Week, from 
Ash Wednesday to Easter. Without acknowledging our need for 
salvation there is no point in the cross, and Jesus’ sacrifice           
becomes a bit pointless. Without self examination we cannot go 
forward because we do not recognise where we are. Without the 
reality of resurrection there is little point in the whole season. If we 
just are who we are and then we die, what’s the point of knowing 
where, or indeed who we are, if we’re sliding into an eternal grave 
anyway? 
 
The disciples lived the original story with all its hope, joy, faith,      
despair, pain, death, confusion and life. What a time it must have 
been for them all. What a story to re-live over a glass of red wine 
or two (remembering Jesus every time they drank it!). In all history 
there was nothing like it. But then what? The book of Acts states 
that for 40 days after Easter Jesus ‘proved in many ways that he 
was raised from the dead’. He appeared to the apostles and spoke 
to them about God’s kingdom, but there was no record of any 
grand planning going on. Instead, Jesus told them to wait for the 
Father to give them the Holy Spirit. Jesus told them that they didn’t 
need to know the timing of events that only God controls, just that 
they would be required to tell everyone about Jesus, in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and the whole world. 



4 

 

The Holy Spirit would give them the power they needed, and the 
words. New people would be brought forward and the message of 
hope, redemption and eternal life would be spread across the       
Roman Empire, and history. 
 
There is a temptation that for us to continue the work to further 
God’s kingdom we must find the ‘latest thing’. If we could only find 
that ‘latest thing’ then people would flock to our doors. We just 
need that latest thing, or perhaps the right teaching, the right 
prayers, the right Sunday service, the right plan, or indeed the right 
vicar(!), then we….… 
  
There is though a time and a season for everything. A time for 
Lent, a time for crucifixion, and a time for resurrection. There is a 
time to wait for God to act, and a time for us to act. It takes God’s 
wisdom to do the right thing at the right time (the devil will do all he 
can to send us off track), and we receive God’s wisdom through 
the Holy Spirit. We maximise the gifts and effectiveness of the 
Spirit by being Holy, and for that we need discipline, self examina-
tion and prayer. Without personal holiness we cannot work in the 
Spirit, without the Spirit we cannot bring about God’s Kingdom. 
If you are impatient to do something to further the Kingdom of 
Love, become more holy.   
 

God bless,   Revd Neal 

Circle Dance 
 

Dear Friends, 
First of all I would like to thank you so much for all your kind wishes and 
prayer support, it is giving us a lot of strength and courage. An operation 
is now planned provisionally for 15 April, followed by more chemo. 
 
As I am not advised to do Circle Dance in May, I thought it would be 
good to have another session before the operation, dancing for health.  
So this will be on Saturday, 9th April, 10am-12.30pm, followed by soup 
lunch, at Christ Church Pellon HX2 0EF.  
With love, 
Madeleine 
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Area Dean’s Spring Letter 2016 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Spring is here and we pray that God will 
breathe new life into our churches as we meet 
regularly together. As we meet in prayer and 
worship, we experience that contagious feel-
ing of care and support for one another. It is         
important to look out for each other and to show God’s love to        
others. 
 

We live in a competitive, money orientated world where success is 
measured in terms of status, qualifications and wealth. Any who 
don’t match up to these standards are thought to be weak and     
expendable. Firms that cannot compete go out of business with the 
inevitable job loses and hardship. Competition is intense and a 
cold, calculated professional approach is generally encouraged.  
 

Thank God that there is a different way of life from this uncaring 
world where people are valued for who they are and not for their 
worldly success. This is a way of life where people are loved        
unconditionally and do not live in fear of being rejected. Weak-
nesses and frailties are not despised; vulnerabilities are not       
condemned but are seen as part of the people we are – made by 
God. 
 

We have in our lives the most wonderful gift that God could give us 
in the person of Jesus. Philippians encourages us to be happy. 
‘Rejoice in the Lord always and again I say rejoice! 
 

This is seen in a marvellous way at Easter time. God loves us so 
much that he becomes one of us prepared to suffer and die on our 
behalf.  What we see on that cross is the pure, unquestioning and 
unending love. ‘Love so amazing so divine, demands my soul, my 
life, my all.’ Jesus comes to save the world. He comes for people 
like you and me, people who make mistakes and who don’t get all 
the answers right. 



11 

 

We can bring to Jesus all our anxieties, all our concerns and all our 
failings because he is victorious; he has risen again. He has          
triumphed over sin and death and won for us eternal life, and so 
our hymn becomes, ‘Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 
endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won.’ 
 

Thank you for all that you are doing in God’s service in so many 
different ways in your parishes. I pray that the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Canon Stephen Bradberry  

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 9th April at 8.30am in the               
Church Hall.     
 
1 I will extol the LORD at all times; 
    his praise will always be on my lips. 
2 I will glory in the LORD; 
    let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3 Glorify the LORD with me: 
    let us exalt his name together.  
Psalm 34: 1-3 

 

 
25th April 2016 10.30am 

 
Miss Jean Illingworth 

‘Harella Days’ 

On SATURDAY 2nd APRIL from 9.00am - 12.00noon    
we will be having a working party in order to give our Church grounds a much 
needed 'Tidy Up'.  
If you can help for just 1 hour during the morning it would be much appreciated. 
Please bring your own gardening tools 
 
MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!! 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIq87pvr4sYCFecX2woduPMHmw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fdownload%2Fcup_of_coffee_clip_art_18811.html&ei=Hk-pVYo156_sBrjnn9gJ&bvm=bv.98
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March events started with the Women’s World Day of Prayer      
Service on March 4th at Pellon Baptist Church.  Monthly Midday 
Prayers took take place on March 7th at 12 noon at Halifax Minster 
and we were once again invited to the Pellon Rally on March 8 th at 
Pellon Baptist Church. Our evening meeting was on March 15 th in 
the Church Hall when Neal very kindly stood in at the last minute 
when our speaker gave back word.  He told us all about his very 
interesting early life. 
 
April Events:- 
Lady Day will be celebrated on April 4th this year, because of the 
Easter Holidays. The service will be at 1.30p.m. at Huddersfield 
Parish Church, for the whole of the Huddersfield area of our       
Diocese.  
 
Monthly Mid-day prayers will also be on April 4th at 12noon at       
Halifax Minster. 
 
April 7th is our afternoon meeting at 2.15 p.m. at 129 Paddock 
Lane. This will be our Member’s Afternoon when we will be sharing 
‘Holiday memories’. 
 
The Commissioning Service for our MU Diocesan President and 
Trustees for the new Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales, will 
be on Saturday 16th April at 2p.m. at Halifax Minster. The speaker 
will be Bishop Nick and should be a lovely service. 
 
April 20th will be our evening meeting at 7.30 p.m. in the Church 
Hall. Our speaker will be Simon Gough who is a Chiropractor so 
this will be very interesting. 
 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very 
welcome.  
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The deadline for contributions to the May Newsletter is 20th April to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

April Diary 
 

Tuesday   5th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday   6th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday   7th 2.15pm Mothers’ Union     
   6.45pm Song Group practise 
Saturday    9th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday 12th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 13th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 14th 6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday 19th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday  20th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
   7.30pm Mothers’ Union 
Thursday 21th 6.45pm Song Group practise 
Monday 25th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 26th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 27th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 28th 6.45pm Song Group practise 
 
       
    

   Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening   
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

