
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 
5th June 2nd Sunday after Trinity  
8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Healing Communion  
 
12th June 3rd Sunday after Trinity                
8.30am Holy Communion BCP  
11.15am Worship Service 
 
19th June 4th Sunday after Trinity  
8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion  
 
26thJune 5th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Family Service       
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Letter from the Vicarage 
 
Have you ever heard of 'Information half life'? It is 
(I think!) a fascinating concept looking in part at 
the speed at which information goes out of date. 
This process used to be pretty slow and stable. 
Whatever people learned in the mediaeval period 
would remain relevant their whole lives. The       
industrial revolution began to change this as      
people had to learn new skills while society shifted dramatically 
around them (Halifax is a classic example). This revolution affected 
the church as much as anyone else. New church buildings went up 
(enter St John's and St Hilda's) and new ways of 'doing church'  
developed, like Methodism. The speed of change has now become 
dramatically faster. Halifax drastically changed again, skills needed 
even a few years ago may now be redundant, while new skills 
have to be constantly learned to remain employable. The same 
was true when I worked for the Prison Service, and the process 
continues now as a vicar. 
 
So where does that leave us? Much of the Christian church is from 
one generation, an older generation whose lives were in many 
ways defined by 'the war', and whose retirement to protects them 
from further destabilising changes in employment. 'The war' was a 
time where people came together to work and fight for the survival 
of their nation, their culture. United under the Royal Family, led by 
a charismatic prime minister, defined by Christian values, suffering 
common anxieties and privations, one nation. By and large this 
generation went on to enjoy secure employment, relatively cheap 
housing, and lived a fairly stable life, albeit with their own         
problems.  
 
Younger folk have a radically different experience. The Queen's 
90

th
 is as like to produce an indifferent shrug of the shoulders as a 

joyous celebration. There has been no 'defining point' in their lives, 
no common goal. Multi cultures have replaced a common culture 
so we no longer act as one nation, but a collection of often        
separate communities with their own values. Jobs are commonly 



4 

 

short term or 'zero hours' contracts giving little financial security. 
Rapid changes constantly threaten and pressurise workers. The 
idea of owning your own home is too many no more than a dream 
and regular house moves are normal.  
Marriage has been redefined and so degraded that it no longer 
gives stability to children's (or parents) lives. Even such basic       
presuppositions like whether you are male or female is now 
'changeable', subject to individual feelings. God has been rejected 
and the Government (driven this way and that by pressure groups) 
now defines 'good' and 'evil', and redefines good and evil, and so 
on.... Everyone has competing Rights, no one says 'I'm                               
responsible'. 
Nothing is to be relied upon, nothing is stable. Anxiety and depres-
sion run at epidemic levels, and are usually hidden. 
 
People who talk about the church being 'irrelevant' are often            
reflecting the above changes. There can be a cultural divide be-
tween the generations who do not understand one another, so how 
does a church, largely consisting of the older, communicate 'God' 
to the younger? We have to communicate though, in the old           
language 'preach the gospel', not just for our churches very                  
survival but, far more importantly, to tell people about the glories of 
God and his Saving Grace. There I go..., what does 'saving grace' 
mean to one outside church culture – apart from 'here comes a 
nutter!' How on earth do we learn to speak this truth across the 
generations? 
 
Incidentally, when was the last time you said to a non-Christian 
'isn't God brilliant!'? That's just what happened in Jerusalem at the 
first Christian Pentecost. A bunch of people in a multi-cultural city, 
who weren't sure what to preach, or how to preach it, or who to 
preach it too, were given the Holy Spirit by God. They immediately 
went into the streets and proclaimed God's glory, and told people 
of Jesus, of how they could find salvation from their hurting,           
disparate lives. It seems to me we need the Holy Spirit as much as 
we ever did. Perhaps more. 

Revd Neal 
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Morning Prayer Saying the Office                                                           
continues each Tuesday at St. John’s                                                                            

and Wednesday at St. Hilda’s both at 8.30am                                                                                           

Queen’s 90
th

 Birthday Celebrations 
 
St. John’s and St. Hilda’s invite you to a Community Garden Party 
on Sunday 12

th
 June from 2.30pm to 5.00pm. This will be held in 

the grounds/garden of Dr. and Dr. Hinton in Warley. Admission is 
free. 
There will be a variety of events taking place. We hope to have a 
band and there will be afternoon teas as well as games and               
activities for children and adults. 
There will be a Bouncy Castle and face painting as well as a 
Treasure hunt, Lucky dip, Raffle and much more.  
If anyone has items suitable for a Raffle prize or Lucky dip then 
please contact a church member or bring them along to church, 
where they will be gratefully accepted. 
If you are able to help on the day please let us know. We will be 
grateful of all the help we can get. 
We are keen to make this year’s Garden Party a success not in 
raising money but establishing links across the community. This is 
mainly an opportunity to meet and talk together. Please come 
along, invite others and enjoy this happy event. We look forward to 
seeing you. We are praying for some good weather. 
 
Stephen 
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St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 11th June at 8.30am in the                                                         

Church Hall.                                                                                                       
Call to me and I will answer you                                                                
and tell you great and unsearchable                                                          

 things you do not know. 
Jeremiah  33: 3 

Dear Friends  
I would like to thank all of you who have continued to support      
Forget-me-Not through the giving of used stamps and mobile 
phones, it is much appreciated.  On January 12th the hospice had 
an electrical fire and has been closed, but I am pleased to let you 
know that on the 25th April we had a re-opening celebration. We 
now care for 190 children through the at home service and hospice 
in such a lovely place families can make memories. 
Thank you Auralee 

Monday 27
th
 June 2016 

10.30am to 12 noon 
Mr Geoff Budd 

‘From the Cape to Victoria Falls’ 

St. Hilda’s 

JUNE 25th -Ladies Day at Ascot(ish) 2.30pm 

Racing with John Hardy, Strawberries & 

Cream And a chance to dress up. 
 

MEN VERYWELCOME In fact NECESSARY 
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Mrs Burton, our Indoor Member celebrated her 100
th
 Birthday on 

May 16
th
. I am sure she had a very happy day and we sent her our 

love and best wishes. 
Our evening meeting was on May 17

th
 in the church hall when   

Tanveer Bostan gave us a very interesting and informative talk  
about  ‘Marriage in Islam’. It was lovely to have her with us. 
 

June 2
nd

 is our next afternoon meeting at 2.15p.m. at Joan’s. 
Instead of Angela Ashton speaking to us Brenda has kindly agreed 
to tell us about one of her ancestors who was a Church Beadle. I 
am sure this will be very interesting and will be followed by our 
Strawberry Tea, so not to be missed. 
 

There will be a Community Garden Party, to celebrate the Queen’s 
90

th
 Birthday on June 12

th
 from 2.30p.m. to 5p.m. This will be at        

Dr and Mrs Hinton’s Garden, Warley. Further details are given in 
Stephen’s report in this Newsletter and help with food, stalls and 
support on the day will be needed, so hope to see you there. 
 
For our evening meeting on June 15

th
 we will meet for 6p.m. at the 

Moorlands on Keighley Road for a meal and then weather           
permitting have a lovely walk around Ogden Reservoir. Please see 
Brenda if you would like to join us. 
 

Forthcoming events 
July 7

th
 - MU Summer Festival at 7.30p.m. at  St Thomas’,         

Greetland. Numbers are needed for catering purposes please. 
July 13

th
 - Outing to visit Cliff and Jane’s church at Belton with             

St Hilda’s MU. Coach £12 departing at 9a.m. and leaving Belton at 
4p.m. Please see me if you are interested. 
August 9

th
 - Deanery Cream Tea at Warley 2p.m. to 4p.m. 

 

Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very 
welcome.  
                                               SUSAN                   
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The deadline for contributions to the July Newsletter is 22nd June to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

June  Diary       

 
Thursday  2nd 6.45pm Song Group practise 
   2.15pm Mothers’ Union 
Tuesday 7th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 8th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday  9th 6.45pm Song Group practise 

Saturday 11th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 

Sunday 12th 2.30pm Garden Party for Queen’s Birthday 
Tuesday 14th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 15th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
     Mothers’ Union Outing 
Thursday  16th 6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday 21st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 22nd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday  23rd 6.45pm Song Group practise 
Monday 27th  10.30am Coffee Club                                                                    
Tuesday 28th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 29th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday  30th 6.45pm Song Group practise 
      

Uniform Organisations 
          Meet weekly through term time. 

    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening   

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

