
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  

 



2 

 

Services this month 
 

7th August 11th Sunday after Trinity     
8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am  Holy Communion 
 
14th August 12th Sunday after Trinity     
8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am  Worship Service 
 
21st August 13th Sunday after Trinity   
8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am  Holy Communion 
 
28th August 14th Sunday after Trinity    
8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am  Family Service   
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Letter from the Vicarage 
 
 
 
Last month I wrote about how we see others, and 
others see us, but how does God see us? 
I think we often go about our business almost    
assuming that God only see's the bit that's on 
show (while proclaiming that God sees all of 
course). I once had a boss who was a churchgoer, and was not 
ashamed of her faith, but went about her job as though that was 
the most important thing in the world – rather than God's kingdom. 
Key performance targets trumped love every time. This is a           
behaviour we display ourselves and see often in others. 
 
It's not just in the world of work that Christian life can be compro-
mised. We are all for building the kingdom, but keep a close watch 
on our purses. All for giving our time to God, but maybe just the 
time that is left, after..... 
I oft hear the sentiment "I am a good person" (after all I haven't 
killed anyone), but I wouldn't want to stand before God on         
Judgment day and have to explain why an expensive meal out was 
so much more important than giving that amount to the charity 
which could have used it to stop a child starving to death. I             
wouldn't want to explain either how I found time to watch the soaps 
on telly but not to support the (fill in the gap here). 
 
Sometimes I think we are afraid to really examine our lives, our 
real priorities because deep down we don't want to acknowledge 
what is there, or what isn't. We like to keep our minds busy, and 
build a positive image for ourselves to cover things over, and 
sometimes even come to believe it all. We paper over the cracks, 
because if we expose them we may fall apart. You may have had a 
time though when you were alone in your head, perhaps on a 
sleepless night at 3am, when reality breaks in, and your stomach 
turns over and the fear, anxiety and failure threaten to overwhelm 
you. 
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The greatest miracle of all, and the one we most like to ignore     
because it points to reality, is that of the princess and the frog. The 
frog is unloved because it is slimy and unlovable, but only by being 
loved, can it be cleaned and become a prince. 
Human love is impure so seeks its own fulfilment, and tries to find 
those who can sustain it. But Gods love is pure so seeks to fulfil 
others, especially the unloved and, oh so importantly and uniquely, 
the unlovable. Us. 
 
We hide ourselves from each other because we want them to keep 
loving us, but we need not done, or left undone. No matter how 
unlikable or unlovable we are deep down, God loves us. When we 
fully see that, if we can see that, then we are free. Truly free. 
 
And the only possible response to this gift of freedom is to love 
God, and others because God loves them too. The only valid          
reason for our church to exist is to reflect this truth. Our Father, 
help us to know that we are loved. 

Revd Neal 
 

The following quote from Canon J. John was in a TLM letter and 

thought it would be worth repeating in the church Newsletter; 

 

 "We (Christians) are not in the land of the living going to the land 

of the dying.  We are in the land of the dying heading to the land of 

the living." 

 

The writer of the letter added her own comments;  

 

"The grave is not our final resting place.  We are citizens of heaven 

and have a  wonderful inheritance in Christ Jesus to look forward 

to." 
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Help please with: 

The School Holiday Lunch Club 
at St. Hilda’s Church 

 
The club will run from 13th July –Sep 1st   

11.45am to 2pm  on Tues and Thurs. 
 

Please can you help with: 
Shopping, cooking, Serving up,  

befriending, playing? 
 

Please let Jackie know on: 01422 614404 

Morning Prayer     
  

Saying the Office                                                                                            
8.30am every Tuesday                 

at  St. John’s    
and                                                 

Wednesday at St. Hilda’s . 

St. John’s                                 
Prayer Breakfast  

 
13th August starting at 8.30am  

in the Church Hall 
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Community  Garden Party  
 
The Community Garden Party to celebrate the 
Queens 90th Birthday was a good fun afternoon         
despite the weather and everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves.                                                          
Thank you to the Hinton's for the use of their gardens. 
The Party was not meant to be a fund raising event, but £330 was 
raised and so at St. John’s meeting of the PCC it was decided to 
give all the money raised to three charities. 
Overgate Hospice, Forget-me-Not children's Hospice and the Food 
and Support Drop-in at Ebenezer.   

Why not drop in for                                     

COFFEE & COMPANY                                          

at St. Hilda Church                                                                            

starting at  2.00pm every Wednesday 

Bread for Life   

                                                                                                                   

Bread and other items will be on sale at the 11.15 service 21st August 

 
Sunday September 11th at 1.00pm in the Church Hall 

 
Lunch for the Mayors Charity  

 
(TLC, Forget-me Not and Brighouse Rest Centre) 

 
Tickets £10 on sale soon from Caroline Pell and Ian Hey 

HX 201133 
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'The Paramount Importance of Nurturing our Relationship with God' 
  
THREE BASIC REQUIREMENTS OF RELATIONSHIP  
 
  

1. Open Communication 
 
God communicates with us and we respond. For example – 
 God gives provision, mercies and grace, and we respond in praise. 
 God gives commands and we respond in obedience. 
 God gives promises and we respond by claiming them. 
 
We must communicate with God and be honest about how we feel, even when 
our feelings are not good. 
 
  

2. Personal relationship 
 
We must get to know God on a personal level and spend time with Him, not only 
in our daily devotions/quiet time - though that is important, but by involving God 
in every area of our lives. 
  

3. Mutual respect 
 
We must respect God.  The wonder is that He respects us, even knowing us 
better than we know ourselves. 
 
  

THE CONSEQUENCES OF NEGLECTING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 
  

(This is the section that most impacted on me.)  
 
  

1.  We will fail to enjoy God.  He may become a figure of reproach to be           
endured rather than enjoyed. 
2.  We will fail to be fulfilled as people, because true fulfilment comes from 
spiritual growth. 
3.  We will fail to exercise our spiritual gifts, and so fail in the part that we 
have to play in God's work. 
4.  Our weaknesses will take control of us. 
5.  We will fail in our relationships with other people. 
  
HOW TO GROW 
 

The exact method cannot be prescribed but must be worked out by the                
individual before God.  It must be Bible-based, including God's promises and 
guidelines.  It must be sought and maintained in prayer. 
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A day out on the Isle of Axholme.  
 
It was lovely to see so many of you 
recently when you came across to 
visit us. Hopefully we didn’t tire you 
out too much with all the walking 
and getting on and off the bus! My 
apologies, you really should have 
received this information before you set off but hopefully having 
amended it slightly it will still be of interest. 
The Isle of Axholme lies in the far north-west corner of Lincoln-
shire, between the three towns of Doncaster, Scunthorpe and 
Gainsborough. Hills are left behind as you enter the predominantly 
flat land where the rich farmland is used mainly to grow wheat and 
sugar beets. The land is particularly fertile due to its history of    
annual flooding from the Trent and the peat soil which was created 
by dense ancient woodland which covered much of the Isle. The 
name Isle is given to the area since, prior to it being drained, each 
town or village was built on areas of dry, raised ground in the     
surrounding marshland.  
Cornelius Vermuyden was a Dutch engineer who introduced Dutch 
land reclamation methods to England and carried out work under 
instruction from Charles the 1st in 1626. The work involved the          
re-routing of the Rivers Don, Idle and Torne, and the construction 
of drainage channels. It was not entirely successful, but changed 
the whole nature of a wide swathe of land including the Isle of          
Axholme and caused legal disputes for the rest of the century. 
The first stop of the day was 
at Saint Oswald’s Church, 
Althorpe. This is a Grade 
I listed building. Built in 1483 
by Sir John Neville during the 
reign of Edward IV, it is 
of Perpendicular style (what 
does that mean?!). As you 
looked round you will have 
seen the beautifully carved 
wooden rood screen (though 
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it’s perhaps not as impressive as St John’s Last Supper scene). I 
forgot to point out the carved stone sedilla (know what one of those 
is?!) with three seats, in the south chancel wall. I trust you enjoyed 
a refreshing cuppa with cake and biscuits and browsed the selec-
tion of 2nd hand books for sale. It was lovely that the weather was 
good enough to enable folks to sit outside and even venture up to 
the bank to see exactly how close it is to the River Trent! In times 
past the Hull and Gainsborough steamers passed  the village daily, 
stopping at Burringham and Keadby (pronounced Kidby). 
Then it was back on the bus and we headed off to the hamlet of 
Amcotts which has a population of around 250. St Mark’s Church is 
a Grade II listed building and was built in 1853 to replace an earlier 
church. Of the three churches St Mark’s is the 
smallest in size - building and congregation-wise 
- but has some unique features like the painted 
communion table and lovely stained glass win-
dows. In June, 1974, the mighty explosion that 
engulfed the Chemical Works at Flixborough, on 
the opposite bank of the river, rocked this tiny 
community; injuries were received by many in 
Amcotts and the resultant damage from the blast 
to housing and property was  widespread and 
extensive.   
Next we headed back down the Isle to Epworth for lunch in the 
Holmes and Garden Centre café. Cliff took us the scenic route in 
order to show you how far Amcotts is from Belton! 
Finally we went to Belton. Those that came to Cliff’s induction had 

already seen All Saints’ Church but you need daylight to appreciate 

the magnificent Last Supper and other stain glass windows. I do 

hope you saw the giant corn cross and noted the sermon-timer on 

one of the pillars! Within its chancel chapel is a 14th-century tomb, 

supposed to be that of Sir Richard de Belwood (a descendant of 

the Knight Templars? Not sure). Again this is a Grade I listed build-

ing and along with Althorpe is part of the North Lincolnshire Open 

Churches scheme. Forgot to get you to sign the visitor’s book 

though!                                                                                                                                   
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Then delicious dessert and drinks were 

served in the newly refurbished All 

Saints’ Centre and perhaps you had a 

chance to chat to our Mother’s Union 

ladies. We didn’t expect everyone to 

come for a look round our garden but 

were pleased to show you what chal-

lenges I face! Did you see the Vicar’s 

Trod? The very overgrown short-cut up 

to the church. Or my wonderful two-

room potting shed? You probably saw the smelly, duck-weed         

covered pond and piles of soil, ivy or other weeds! Very much a 

work in progress! Jane x 

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and self-centred;                            

forgive them anyway. 
 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives;                        

be kind anyway. 
 

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some                    

true friends; 

succeed anyway. 
 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; 

be honest and frank anyway. 
 

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; 

be happy anyway. 
 

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; 

 do good anyway. 
 

Give the world your best anyway. 
 

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and God; 

it was never between you and them anyway. 
 

Mother Teresa. 
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July 4
th
 was our monthly mid-day prayers at 12 noon at Halifax 

Minster. 
On July7

th
 our MU Summer Festival was held at St Thomas’, 

Greetland. It was a lovely service to celebrate 140 years of MU  
followed by supper. 
 

We had a super day on July 13
th
 on the outing to visit Cliff and 

Jane’s churches at Belton with St Hilda’s MU. They made us very 
welcome organising a lovely day for us. The weather was beautiful 
and we enjoyed morning coffee at one of his churches in idyllic 
surroundings. After visiting his second church we enjoyed lunch at 
the local garden centre. We then went to his third church to be 
greeted by lovely deserts and afternoon tea, prepared by MU 
members. After a look around Cliff and Jane’s garden, we set off 
for home having enjoyed a lovely day. 
 

August notices:- 
August 1

st
 will be monthly mid-day prayers at 12 noon at Halifax 

Minster. Do join us in prayer for MU members around the world, it 
is only a 15 minute service. 
 

On August 4
th
 we will welcome Jean Thurman, our MU Diocesan 

President, to our afternoon meeting at 2.15p.m. at 129, Paddock 
Lane. She will be telling us about her first year as President of our 
new Diocese. 
 

August 9
th
 is the Deanery Cream Tea at Warley, 2p.m. to 4p.m. 

Tickets will be £2 and there will be a Bring and Buy Stall. 
 
We will be holding our evening Programme planning meeting on 
August 16

th
 at 7.30p.m. at 129, Paddock Lane, so please come 

along with your ideas. 
 

Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very 
welcome. 
 
                                               SUSAN 
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The deadline for contributions to the September Newsletter is 24th August to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com    Text: 07851091941 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

August  Diary 
 
Tuesday 2nd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 3rd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday  4th 2.15pm Mother’s Union       
Tuesday 9th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 10th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s 
Saturday 13th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast      
Tuesday 16th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
   7.30pm Mother’s Union 
Wednesday 17th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s 
Tuesday 23rd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 24th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s              
Tuesday 30th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 31st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s  
      
      

Uniform Organizations 
 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  
 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

