
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

4th September 15th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
10.30am Joint Service at St. Hilda’s 
 
11th September 16th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Worship Service 
 
18th September 17th Sunday after Trinity    
  8.30am Holy Communion  
11.15am No Service Parish weekend 
 
25th September 18th Sunday after Trinity    
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.15am Harvest & Parade Service  
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Letter from the Vicarage 
 

 
My last letter concerned God's love for us and this 
month I want to continue this theme. My experi-
ence tells me it's surprisingly hard to really            
understand and accept God's love. We either tend 
to side-line it, take it for granted and carry on    
doing our thing, or repeatedly try to earn more of 
God's love through a myriad of ways, some obvious and some not 
so. Why? Because hurt distorts love, and a lot of people have been 
hurt. 
 
We have all been hurt to a greater or lesser extent, and hurt        
people hurt people. It's a story as old as the devil, who was the  
angel of light until he thought he could go one better than God and 
take control himself. Lucifer, the angel of light, was then cast out of 
heaven and has been thrashing about ever since, trying to             
separate and poison and destroy whatever God loves. Including 
us.  
The result is people get hurt. They get rejected, disrespected and 
discouraged. Some give up and withdraw, they become like Simon 
& Garfunkel's island. Others overcompensate and will do whatever 
they have to, to get back a little love, a little attention. Still others 
still kick back against whatever there is, if they can't earn respect 
they will demand it.  
And people get hurt, they hurt themselves, and they hurt others, 
and love becomes lost. 
 
God knows, this wasn't meant to be. We were supposed to laugh 
together, and play, and look after each other and God's beautiful 
creation. But we ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil, and we understood what was wrong, and did it anyway. We 
proved over and over again we couldn't fix that problem, as           
individuals or as societies. God nearly gave up once and sent a 
flood. Tried to start again. But we went wrong again. He tried 
through building a God focused tribe, a chosen people with a 
promised land. But that kept going wrong too. In the end he sent 
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one of himself, Jesus, to give us a living example and to pay the 
price for all that rejection of love we do to our Father, and each 
other. 
 
In dying for us Jesus gave us a real chance to be healed. A chance 
not dependent on us being perfect and not dependent on others 
being perfect to us. All we need is for someone to tell us, the      
humility to accept the sacrifice Jesus made, and take his advice on 
how to live. 
Jesus showed again and again during his time among us that he 
wants us to be healed. Cleaned. The damaged repaired. He still 
does. 
And the amazing thing about healed people is that they heal        
people, just as hurt people hurt people. Loved people love people. 
And if there were more people that were healed than hurt, more 
people that loved than were lonely, then we could rebuild paradise. 
The kingdom of heaven on earth. Thy will being done. 
Jesus thought it was worth living for, and dying for. It's what we're 
here for. 
Lord, give us the strength to be healed. Amen 

Revd Neal 

Thank You 
 
Dear friends. 
I want to say thank you and let you know how grateful I am for all 
your prayers, both during Geoff's’ illness and since he died. 
The support I felt has helped me through this very sad time and I 
thank you again. 
 
God bless. Audrey. 

Bread for Life   

                                                                                                                   

Bread and other items will be on sale at the 11.15 service 18th September 
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A Parable of a Life Saving Station 

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur 
there was a once a crude little life-saving station. The  
building was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but 
the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the 
sea, and with no thought for themselves, they went out day 
or night tirelessly searching for the lost. 

Many lives were saved by this wonderful little station, so that it became famous. 
Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding areas, 
wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and money 
and effort for the support of its work. New boats were bought and new crews 
were trained. The little life-saving station grew. 

Some of the new members of the life-saving station were unhappy that the build-
ing was so crude and so poorly equipped. They felt that a more comfortable 
place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea. 

So they replaced the emergency cots with beds and put 
better furniture in an enlarged building. Now the life-saving 
station became a popular gathering place for its members, 
and they re-decorated it beautifully and furnished it as a 
sort of club. Less of the members were now interested in 
going to sea on life-saving missions, so they hired life boat 
crews to do this work. 

The mission of life-saving was still given lip-service but most were too busy or 
lacked the necessary commitment to take part in the life-saving activities           
personally. About this time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired 
crews brought in boat loads of cold, wet, and half-drowned people.                   
They were dirty and sick, and some of them had black skin, and some spoke a 
strange language, and the beautiful new club was considerably messed up. So 
the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club 
where victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before coming inside. 

At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. 
Most of the members wanted to stop the club's life-saving       
activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal life 
pattern of the club. 

But some members insisted that life-saving was their primary 
purpose and pointed out that they were still called a life-saving  station. But they 
were finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save the life of all the  
various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin 
their own life-saving station down the coast so they did. 
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As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had 
occurred in the old. They evolved into a club and yet another life-saving station 
was founded. 

If you visit the seacoast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along 
that shore. Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, only now most of the 
people drown. 

Courses run by the Mirfield Centre and                                                                       
CLAY (Christians Learning Across Yorkshire) 

 
Saturday 17th September 10am-12pm, 1pm -3pm FREE                                            
How Jesus Read His Bible        
Venue:  Leeds Church Institute, 20 New Market Street, LS1 6DG Date:    
Leader:  Michael Hardin Details:    
 
Saturday 24th September 10am–3.30pm £20 inc lunch & refreshments                 
Reflective Study Day: Living & Praying the Prophetic Life: 
Leader: Revd Henriette Howarth  
 
Friday 30th September 10.30–12.00pm FREE booking essential The Fifth         
Walter Tapper Lecture This year’s lecture is entitled ‘The Tent of Meeting:        
ecclesiological art and the imagination.’ Speaker: Mark Cazalet, contemporary 
British artist  
 
Saturday 15th October 10am–3.30pm £20 inc lunch & refreshments                      
Doors of Perception The Spiritual & Theological Significance of Icons. 
Leaders: Dr Kathryn Naylor and Revd Andrew De Smet 
 
Saturday 29th October 10am–3.30pm £20 inc lunch & refreshments.          
Love for the Future Spiritual Resources for Environmental Justice in partnership 
with Christians Aware. Leader: Revd David Osborne writer and member of the 
Iona Community. 
 
For more information on these courses please visit their web sites at: 
www.claycoures.org.uk 
www.mirfieldcentre.org.uk 
or have a word with David Lodge  
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For more information and booking a place on the Prayer                 
Conference please have a word with Rev Neal. 
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26th September 2016 
10.30am 

Rev Neal Lefroy-Owen 
'God in Prison' 

WARLEY COFFEE CLUB -                                   
Report from the AGM 

 

During the past year from September 2015 to July 2016 the Coffee Club 
has met on the last Monday of each month to enjoy coffee, conversation 
and listening to speakers on many different subjects 

The Revd Canon Dr Bradberry started off our new year as he spoke 
about his ‘Life in Teaching and Chaplaincy’  We have had talks about 
making candles, the history of Cote Hill and the New Turnpike Road, and 
enjoyed listening to Kathleen Smith and friends singing for us melodies 
old and new, which was followed by the Christmas Buffet Lunch.   

From January to date we have welcomed speakers who have given talks 
on ‘Hidden Hearing’, ‘ A Missionary in China’, and  learning more about 
our local history ie:- ‘Square Chapel’  - ‘Harella Days’ and the ‘The Clifton 
Wood Murder’, memories of a trip from 'The Cape to Victoria Falls' and 
an informative talk about ‘Lady Randy’ Winston Churchill’s mother. 

Members made ornaments in order to decorate a Christmas Tree             
depicting the Coffee Club for the Church's Christmas Tree Festival held 
during Advent last year. 

3 trips were organised - the first in February when 8 members              
thoroughly enjoyed an evening at the Alhambra Theatre, Bradford, to see 
a production of the musical 'Sound of Music', another trip was organised 
in April to the Harrogate Flower Show.  15 members took part in this         
outing - an excellent day out - apart from being stuck in traffic to and from 
Harrogate!!! 

On our final trip in June - 23 members had a lovely day out on the Wirral, 
Cheshire.  We had morning coffee at Port Sunlight followed by a very 
interesting coach tour of the Village.  Following lunch at a local hotel, we 
then travelled to Birkenhead Priory where we were given an enlightening 
talk about the history of the Priory and a short tour of the buildings, after 
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which we travelled to New Brighton for a breath of sea air. Although the 
weather throughout the day was showery, we managed to avoid getting 
too wet, although we were blown along the promenade at New Brighton!  

 A member of the Club proposed a spontaneous 'Thank You' to the Chair 
and Committee for all they have done during the past year. 
 At the end of the meeting Mrs Butler said that she felt it was time to pass 
on the Chairmanship of the Club and announced her retirement.  It is 10 
years since she started the Coffee Club with the help of 4 ladies who are 
still on the Committee and she was thanked for her foresight in forming 
Warley Coffee Club  which has been a very successful venture.  She 
thanked everyone for their encouragement and support during her years 
in office and likened members as being family.   
 On behalf of all members, Mrs Hoyle presented Mrs Butler with a garden 
planter and said that she looked  forward to seeing her on Monday  
mornings enjoying her coffee and biscuits amongst her friends at Coffee 
Club.  
Mrs Margaret Walker, also a founder member, is also retiring as         
Treasurer and she was thanked and  presented with a bouquet of flowers 
in appreciation of all her work over the past 10 years. 
Members voted in favour of Mrs Betty Hoyle taking over the role of Chair-
woman, and Mrs Betty Pickles as Treasurer.  Mrs Yvonne Moore will 
continue as Secretary with members of the committee being:-              
Mrs Barbara Wood; Mrs Pat Lodge; Mrs Sylvia Ketley; Mrs Brenda                   
Waddington and Mrs Margaret Walker. 
 

May I take this opportunity of inviting any readers of this magazine - and 
friends - to join us - you will be made very welcome.  We meet at 
10.30am in the Church, every 4th Monday of the month (except August).  
The next meeting is on 26th September 2016  when Rev Neal will speak 
to us.                

        Yvonne. 

Twiddlemuffs  
 
I am making knitted 'Twiddlemuffs' for Bradford Hospital for patients with         
Dementia and would like to make an appeal for the          
following: 
Oddments of wool - any colour (DK or thicker) - especially                               
different textures and chunky wool   
LARGE buttons / SMALL zips  /  Bubble wrap /           
LARGE beads / ribbon. 
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Circle Dance 
 
 If you have not come for some time you may be interested that we have 
been moving in a new direction after Martin and I attended two week-
ends at the Briery in Ilkley led by Brenda Kelly, a dance teacher from 
Brighton. Among others we learnt dances to 'Morning 
has broken',           John Rutter's 'I will sing with the 
Spirit' and 'Magnificat' by John Michael Talbot.  
Our next morning will be on 24th September at Christ 
Church, Church Lane, Pellon, Halifax HX2 0EF, 10am-
12.30pm, followed as usual by soup lunch if you can 
stay.   Best wishes, Madeleine 

Why not drop in for COFFEE & COMPANY : 

At  St. Hilda Church starting at 2.00pm Every Wednesday 

Bring a friend, make new friends We’d love to meet you 

Sowerby Bridge Rushbearing  
Saturday 3rd September  

   
Begins at St. John’s with a                       

short service and  
a bacon butty. 

 
 The cart arrives at 10.15am and 

leaves at 11.00am. 

Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on 10th 
September at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.     Psalm 106: 1          

Sunday September 11th at 1.00pm in the Church Hall 
Lunch for the Mayors Charity for 

(TLC, Forget-me Not and Brighouse Rest Centre) 
Tickets £10 on sale from Caroline Pell and Ian Hey 
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On August 8th we celebrated our monthly mid-day prayers at 12 noon at Halifax 
Minster. The next one is on September 5th  when Warley are leading the prayers. 
Do join us in prayer for MU members around the world; it is only a 15 minute          
service 
. 
On August 4th we welcomed Jean Thurman, our MU Diocesan President, to our 
afternoon meeting. She told us about her first year as President of our new          
Diocese.  
August 9th was the Deanery Cream Tea at Warley. It was very well supported by 
our branches and a happy afternoon. We raised £225 for the work of AFIA             
holidays. 
We held our evening meeting on August 16th when we put together the evening 
programme for next year. 
 
September events. 
There is no afternoon meeting in September but the evening meeting is on          
September 21st at 7.30p.m. This will take the form of a Biblical Bring and Buy 
where members bring along something mentioned in the Bible, along with the 
verse. The items will then be sold afterwards. The money raised will go toward 
the MU Summer Appeal. 
 
Could Committee members please note there will be a Committee meeting on 
Friday September 23rd at 7.30p.m. at Joan’s. 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to seeing you at any 
of these events. Visitors are always made very welcome.  
 
                                                        SUSAN                   
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The deadline for contributions to the October Newsletter is 21st September to: 
David 330693 Text 07851091941      courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                      
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

September  Diary 
 

  Thursday 1st 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 3rd   10.00am Rushbearing 
Tuesday 6th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 7th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 8th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday  10th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Tuesday 13th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 14th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s  
    7.30pm Mother’s Union  
Thursday 15th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Friday  16th   Parish Weekend until Sunday 18th  
Tuesday 20th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
   7.15pm PCC meeting 
Wednesday 21st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 22nd 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Monday 26th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club           
Tuesday 27th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 28th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s              
Thursday 29th 6.45pm Song Group practice   
  

Uniform Organizations 
 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

