
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

2nd October 19th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion 
 
9th October 20th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Worship Service 
 
16th October 21st Sunday after Trinity      
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion 
 
23rd October 22nd Sunday after Trinity  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Informal Worship  
    
30th October Bible Sunday  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Healing Service 
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Letter from the  Vicarage 
 
Last month I wrote about how hurt people hurt 
people, while healed people heal people and 
loved people love people. That's the essence of 
the Kingdom of God and how we can build it, but it 
won't happen if our hearts aren't in it, and humans 
can't do it on their own. 
As I've said before, throughout history people 
have tried to build the ideal society but always 
failed. Our human nature comes to the fore. Power corrupts, we 
instinctively place ourselves first and our default is to let others do 
the less pleasant jobs. These things shape our world while politics 
(at its best) tries to mitigate them, but somehow the rich get richer 
and the weakest end up at the bottom of the heap. 
The only force that can resist our default settings is love. God is 
love so it follows that love can overcome. But love has to be            
voluntary. We can resist it, although to do so robs us of life and 
shades life with darkness. Ultimate darkness, life that rejects love/
God, becomes hell. Love voluntarily nurtured gives life and light, 
which completed with God becomes heaven. When God forgives, 
heals and nurtures us (as he desperately wants to) we build love 
and become holy, fit for heaven. 
Our job, those who follow the way of God/Jesus/love (the original 
name for Christians was followers of The Way), is to try to build the 
Kingdom of Heaven here on earth including as many people as 
possible. Love needs other people. Cicero considered those who 
were 'lovers of themselves without rivals' were doomed to failure. 
To seek to love ourselves without loving others is like feeding  
yourself without food. It is the same with church. Any church that 
exists without looking and working outside itself is reduced to being 
'lovers of themselves without rivals' and are doomed to fail. Love 
that does not look outside itself will surely starve, and this looking 
is what we call mission, a word that has unfortunately become so 
laden down with meaning that it sounds like a heavy burden. In the 
end though, genuine Christian mission is nothing more complicated 
than a reflection of personal holiness.  
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Mission is quite simple, it is loving God's creation, and all of us in it, 
enough to want to engage with it. Just like Jesus did when he     
became man, fully human yet fully God, because he so loved the 
world.  
As you know, I went on the Diocesan Clergy conference in          
September along with 400 other clergy from across the new                    
diocese. It was great to meet up with so many other clergy, repre-
senting  thousands of other Christians from the 656 different 
churches of Leeds Diocese. In the words of Revd Dr Matt          
Bullimore "Seeing us all in one place was immensely encouraging. 
It reminded us that there is certainly life in the old dog yet."          
Together we formed a body large enough for Professor Brian Cox 
(aren't stars BRILLIANT!) a 'celebrity' atheist, to want to engage 
with us in the public square. I was impressed by his openness and 
willingness to debate with the Revd Professor David Wilkinson 
about the cosmos and human meaning, though it stretched my 
brain trying to keep up!  
 

Our own engagement in the public square probably won't involve 
particle physics or cosmology but if we love God then we must all 
participate in our own unique way. Trying to build the Kingdom in 
our world with its multitude of distractions and false gods can be a 
daunting business though, and it is all too easy to withdraw to our 
safe space within the church family. Though we are many, we are 
one body because we share the one bread, the body of Christ. 
Perhaps family is the wrong word for church, we are Christ's body, 
both as a church and as individuals. To meet a Christian is in some 
way to meet Christ, for better or worse! And as Christ so loved the 
world so will we, when we become Christ-like, holy.  
As we go out from our church on a Sunday we are not just going 
out to put the lunch on, but to love and to serve the Lord. To        
engage with the world. To love our neighbour as ourselves. To be 
holy. We should not go out driven by the fear of what will happen if 
we don't, but drawn by a hope based not on the latest political Big 
Idea, but on the statement of faith that God loves us, and he will 
equip us, and he will encourage us. Our goal must to be holy, and 
to be holy is the only way to build the church, the kingdom of  

heaven.   Oh Lord, help us to be holy.       Revd Neal 
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Parish Weekend at Wydale Hall 2016 
 
On the weekend 16

th
 to the 18

th
 September 22 of us gathered      

together for the Parish Weekend at Wydale Hall. We received a 
warm welcome from the staff who continued to be very kind and 
helpful, nothing seemed too much trouble. The food was excellent 
and plentiful, the rooms comfortable and the surroundings full of 
beauty and peace. Even the weather was good! 
 
On Friday evening Stephen and Susan opened proceedings with a 
fun session aimed at helping us to get to know each other better, 
some rather surprising information came out regarding one or two 
attendees! This was followed by a short evening service in the 
small chapel led by Martin Russell. 
On Saturday morning Neal led us in a time of written reflection and 
discussion were we considered our own lives in the light of God’s 
perfect will. Sounds highbrow but it wasn’t. After coffee we broke 
into groups to prepare something for the Sunday service, dance, 
music, prayer and drama were all on offer. The afternoon was free 
time, where people went off for a walk, or drove into nearby         
Scarborough. Yvonne and Anita had organised some games for 
the evening, including a nerve wracking pass the parcel with 
forfeits attached to the prizes. I think Angela Sheldon's leg waving 
was perhaps the highlight of the weekend... before evening prayer 
and for some, a glass of wine or beer. 
 
On Sunday morning we celebrated Holy Communion in The           
Chapel: a joint effort including dance, drama and the premiere of 
Yvonne’s new setting of the Sanctus, before a group photo, time 
spent relaxing in the hot sun, lunch and depart. The weekend was 
informal, with no compulsion to attend any of the sessions,            
although all were well attended and much enjoyed. 
Everyone agreed that special thanks are due to Anita who            
organised and booked the weekend with Wydale Hall, but thanks 
are also due to those who prepared and lead sessions and               
worship. All in all, it was a very enjoyable and worthwhile weekend. 
A real success. 
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WARLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - 2016 - EVENTS                                

Remaining events for this year: 

3rd OCTOBER - WCA Open Committee Meeting—                                           
   The Maypole - 630pm. 
 

8th OCTOBER - Grand Opening of Warley Museum outside                                      
   The Maypole Inn with Friendly Band, Sowerby Bridge 
   Morris Dancers, The Mayor and Mayoress of Calder 
   dale and much more…   all welcome - 2pm - 4pm. 
 

13th NOVEMBER - Outdoor Remembrance Service - Led by the Vicar of 
        St. John’s Church, Rev’d Neal Owen  10.45am 
 

14th NOVEMBER - WCA Annual General Meeting                               
        The Maypole - 630pm  
 

26th NOVEMBER - Christmas Celebrations.  Come and join Father  
       Christmas, The Mayor of Calderdale and Singers  
        from Warley Church who will lead Carol Singing for 
        the switching on of the Christmas tree lights outside 
       The Maypole - 4pm. 
 

24th DECEMBER - Christmas Carols - Friendly Band -The Maypole 

          11.45pm 
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Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on           
8th October at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.   Psalm 106: 1          

 
 
 

24th October 2016 
10.30am 

Mr John Adamson 
'Woodcarver's Passion' 

Bread for Life   
                                                                                                                   

Bread and other items will be on sale at the 11.15 service 23rd October 

At  St. Hilda  

 

Morning Prayer     
  

Saying the Office                                                                                            
8.30am every Tuesday                 

at  St. John’s    
and                                                 

Wednesday at St. Hilda’s . 

 

 
There will be a Working Party on 
the church grounds on  Saturday 
22nd October from 9.30am. If 
you help at any time during the 
morning it would be appreciated.   
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Warley led the Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at noon on    
September 5

th
 .The next one will be on October 3

rd
. Do join us in 

prayer for MU members around the world. It is only a 10 minute 
service. 
 
There was no afternoon meeting in September but the evening 
meeting took place on September 21

st
 at 7.30p.m. This took the 

form of a Biblical Bring and Buy where members brought along 
something mentioned in the Bible, along with the verse. The 
items were sold afterwards, the money raised going towards the 
MU Summer Appeal. 
 
We held a Committee Meeting on September 23

rd
 at Joan’s to 

finalise next year’s programme and the Christmas Party. 
 
October Events 
Our afternoon meeting will be on October 6

th
 at 2.15p.m. at Joan 

Hey’s home. Caroline and Ian will tell us about ‘Poppies for           
Remembrance’. 
 
October 18

th
 will be our evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the 

Church Hall when the speaker Olwyn Edwards, will tell us about 
growing up in the Caribbean.   
 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very 
welcome.  
                                              SUSAN                   
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

October  Diary 
 

Thursday 1st 6.45pm Song Group Practice  
Tuesday 6th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 7th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 8th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday  10th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast    
Tuesday 13th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday 14th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 15th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday 20th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 21st 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 22nd 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 24th  9.30am Working party on the church grounds till noon 
Monday 26th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 27th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 28th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
   7.30pm Men’s Fellowship 
Thursday 29th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
 
 
     

Uniform Organizations 
 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The deadline for contributions to the November Newsletter is 22nd October to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

