
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 
6th November 3rd before Advent 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion                 
  
13th November Remembrance     
  8.30am Holy Communion  BCP 
10.45am Remembrance Service      
  beginning in Warley 
 
20th  November Christ the King  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion 
 
27th November Advent Sunday  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Advent Service 



3 

 

Letter from the Vicarage  
 
How does it happen? Another year is nearly over, 
so soon, summer was only last week and we're 
planning Christmas. The winter has barely yet  
begun but we know Lent will be here before we 
have time to plan it. Summer though is a lifetime 
away, and when it arrives everything will be 
brighter, and we'll blink twice and next September 
will be here. Time gone, and we're another year 
closer to the end. 
 
Do you ever think of your time to go? Or just avoid it? If we stop 
thinking about it, we know it won't go away but we can carry on 
through life as though it won't happen. Not yet. 
So perhaps you get up in the morning and go to your work, and 
meet the friends you met yesterday, and shop for the stuff that you 
bought last week, and watch the programs on TV that come 
around and go around, always promising new, always giving the 
same, comforting, Nothing. 
 
Perhaps you spend time remembering? And find comfort in what 
was, the place where you were, the success that was. Yesterday is 
though a foreign country, a place we remember visiting, but where 
we can't live now. We were actually only there once, when it was a 
better place. 
Or perhaps yesterday was not comfort but pain. A place where you 
were hurt but where you can't leave, a place that still imprisons, 
chained to the walls of rejection. 
 
Humans have a tendency to be handcuffed to the past, reliving old 
memories, old victories and/or old, cold prison cells, empty of        
acceptance and comfort. But what is your dream for the future? 
What do you want to achieve before it's too late? Is it already too 
late? 
People aren't for anything, but we have this idea that we ought to 
achieve something, otherwise what's the point? Or is there a point? 
Do we just meander through life trying to avoid the pain and get a 
bit of happiness before... the end. 
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Do you still want to be someone's hero? Do you now just want to 
survive? What's your dream? 
We say that God has a plan for all of us, did we achieve it yet? Did 
we give up trying to find it? Did we just get tired? 
God's plan is to give us life. Jesus came to give life in all its                   
fullness. To set us free from the prison of the past, good or bad. To 
live life to the full, every moment. To see the beauty of the stars, 
the sunset, the trees. To create and build and explore and wonder. 
"And Jesus said: Truly I tell you, unless you change and become 
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heav-
en." (Matt 18) 
Children have life, they still want to be someone's hero. Young chil-
dren are normally free from the past and are full of great dreams, 
they see the beauty and fizzing joy of a sparkler. They fall down, 
cry, and get up, back to business! 
 
We need a dream in order to find life. The right dream. Mine is to 
play my part in building churches bursting with life, and hope, and 
love. Not for the contented for they don't need a healer, but for 
those who have lost sight of being a hero. Those who are battered 
and breaking and need the healing that I can try to give and that 
Jesus can give. I have seen that healing. The most beautiful words 
I heard were from a mother near the end of a terminal illness 
watching her son, now clean from heroin, messing around with his 
dad. She smiled and said "I've got my son back". My dream is to 
build a place where those words echo again and again around the 
healed, the redeemed. It is a dream Jesus gave me. He wants his 
children back. 
 
The past is a place we no longer belong in and the future will be 
here before we can blink twice so we have no time to waste. Find 
your dream. The one Jesus gave you. It's never too late to be a 
hero. 

                             Revd Neal 
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Letter from the Area Dean – Autumn 2016 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we approach this Advent season we think again of 
God’s wonderful love in sending Jesus to be our               
Saviour. It is sometimes difficult for us to comprehend 
the wonder of that love and the huge sacrifice that it   
entailed. We praise God for all he has done for us. 
 
We live in an age when time is precious. We are pushed from pillar to post and 
never seem to find time for ourselves. We don’t always have the occasion to 
relax in our faith or be filled with the joy of the Lord  or praise him as we ought. 
Yet Christ longed that his disciples might be filled with joy. Often he referred to 
this: ‘These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you and that your 
joy may be full’. 
 
The New Testament church was filled with this remarkable quality of love and 
joy, even in the fiercest trials. This in itself was a powerful witness of the life of 
God’s Spirit within the church. Paul, writing from prison wrote constantly about 
joy in his letter to the Philippian church. ‘Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will 
say, rejoice’. Peter writing to a persecuted church told them that even in all the 
suffering, as they believed in Jesus, they would ‘rejoice with radiant and exalted 
joy.’ 
 
In a world marked by hopelessness, gloom and despair, the radiant joy of Christ 
in the lives of Spirit filled Christians is of special significance. We need the            
constant encouragement that joyful praise can bring. Christ never promised that 
following him would be easy. That’s why he wanted them to be filled with his joy 
so that they might overcome the difficulties that they would soon experience. 
 
May our  lives  express  the  love and joy of  knowing Jesus. In him we have life. 
God wants his people to be bathed in the beauty of his glory  and  filled with  the 
radiance of  his  joy. When that happens the  church  will  become  a magnet  for  
the  lonely  and  distressed, the  hungry and  confused,  the  strong  and  the  
weak. We want to bring people from  the gathering gloom  of the  world into the 
light of Christ. 
 
On a personal note, I will be retiring as Rural/Area Dean as from the end of  
2016.  I have served the Lord in this work for ten years and it has  been  most  
rewarding and uplifting.  Originally,  I was asked  to  serve for five years but like 
every position in the church it has doubled.  However, the time  has come for me  
to step aside  and  to let someone else take  up the mantle. I will of course       
continue my work at  St. John’s  and St. Hilda’s and continue to write the Week-
end Thought  in the Halifax Courier  for  as long as I am asked.  
 
                                          



6 

 

Thank you for all your hard work over the years in God’s service in so many  
different ways  in  your  parishes.  I  pray that  the peace of God, which               
transcends all understanding, will  guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
     May God give you all his love and joy and peace. 
 
     Stephen Bradberry 
 

Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on           
12th November at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.     Psalm 106: 1          

At  St. Hilda  

 

Morning Prayer     
  

Saying the Office                                                                                            
8.30am every Tuesday                 

at  St. John’s    
and                                                 

Wednesday at St. Hilda’s . 

 
 
 

28th November 2016 
10.30pm 

Mr Gary Stringfellow 
'Sowerby Bridge Rushbearing' 

Bread for Life   
                                                                                                                   

Bread and other items will be on sale at the 11.15 service 20th November 
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WARLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - 2016 - EVENTS                                

Remaining events for this year: 

 

13th NOVEMBER - Outdoor Remembrance Service - Led by the Vicar of 
        St. John’s Church, Rev’d Neal Owen  10.45am 
 

14th NOVEMBER - WCA Annual General Meeting                               
        The Maypole - 630pm  
 

26th NOVEMBER - Christmas Celebrations.  Come and join Father  
       Christmas, The Mayor of Calderdale and Singers  
        from Warley Church who will lead Carol Singing for 
        the switching on of the Christmas tree lights outside 
       The Maypole - 4pm. 
 

Remembrance Sunday  
The service starts at 10.45am and we will congregate outside the Maypole in 
Warley and finish at St. John’s Church 
Tea and coffee will be served after the service in Church  
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Northowram Branch led the Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at 
noon on October 3

rd
. The next one will be on November 7

th
. Do join 

us in prayer for MU members around the world. It is only a 10          
minute service. 
Our afternoon meeting was on October 6

th
 at Joan’s when Caroline 

and Ian told us about ‘Poppies for Remembrance’, and their             
connection with the British Legion. It was an interesting and happy 
afternoon. 
October 18

th
 was our evening meeting when our speaker, Olwyn 

Edwards, told us about growing up in the Caribbean. 
She also gave us an insight into her work as a teacher of the             
Alexander Technique to help back pain relief. 
Several of us attended the Halifax Amateur Theatre Youth produc-
tion of Beauty and the Beast at the Playhouse on October 26

th
. As 

always it was superb. 
 
November 16

th
 will be our next evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the 

Church Hall. We will be preparing one of the displays on the           
Nativity, to be put in church during Advent. Do come along to help 
and find out more. 
There will be an Advent Service, for the whole of our Diocese, at 
1.30p.m. on November 29

th
 at Dewsbury Minster. It will be a lovely 

service if you are able to attend.  
 
Advance notice:- 
Our Christmas Party will be held in the CHURCH HALL on            
December 8

th
 from 5p.m. until 8p.m. Tea will be served at 5.30p.m. 

ALL are welcome.  
 
Please book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to 
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very 
welcome.  
                                               SUSAN                   
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the December Newsletter is 23rd November to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

November  Diary 
 

Tuesday    1st 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday   2nd 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday   3rd 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday   8th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday   9th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
Thursday 10th 6.45pm Song Group practice                                        
Saturday  12th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Tuesday 15th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 16th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  
   7.30pm Mothers’ Union  
Thursday 17th 6.45pm Song Group practice 
Tuesday 22nd 7.30pm PCC meeting 
Thursday 24th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday 26th 4.00pm Warley Christmas Celebrations  
Monday 28th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 29th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday 30th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s  

 
Uniform Organizations 

    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening 
 
 
 
 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

