
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

4th December 2nd Sunday of Advent 
8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
10.30am Joint Service at St. John’s 
  with St. Hilda’s  
 
11th December 3rd Sunday of Advent      
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Worship Service 
 
18th December 4th Sunday of Advent  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am   Holy Communion 
 
24th December Christmas Eve 
 6.00pm Carol & Nativity Service 
 
25th December  Christmas Day  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.15am Holy Communion 
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The Vicars Letter for Christmas 2016 
 
Christmas, what a lovely season! And Advent too, 
full of festive preparation and anticipation. Along-
side the fun, and carols and celebration is of 
course The Real Meaning Of Christmas, which 
every year Christians struggle to interest people 
in. It's a sort of Christmas tradition now for every 
church. Jesus Is The Reason For The Season. 
But have you ever thought of Advent being the reason behind the 
season? 
 

Advent, it does seem to get overshadowed a bit. Apart from those 
calendars with a chocolate behind every door few people take 
much notice of it (ironically) in amongst all the Christmas prepara-
tions, which is a shame because it sums up so much of our faith. It 
is the reason behind the season. 
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, a word 
used in Roman times as a technical expression regarding the visit 
of a king or emperor, a public celebration of the glory of whatever 
ruler needed to be kept happy at the time. Later, Roman Christians 
tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the “coming” they had in 
mind was not Christ’s first coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but 
his second coming in glory as the judge of the world. It was not  
until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was also explicitly 
linked to Christ’s first arrival at Christmas.  
 

Today we still try to balance the two, remembrance and anticipa-
tion. The first two Sundays in Advent look forward to Christ’s           
second coming, and the last two Sundays look backward to           
remember Christ’s first coming, and so set the scene for Christmas 
day. We have Old Testament bible readings about the Jewish            
expectation of a Messiah and New Testament readings about the 
preparation of Jesus's birth, and Christ's promised return - in            
judgment.... 
 
God's judgment is not the most popular theme, at any time – let 
alone as we hang the Christmas lights up! Nobody likes to be told 
they are even mildly wrong let alone that they are covered in guilt. 
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For us mature Christians though we are happy to reflect on the     
violence and evil in the world, and to pray about it too, mainly           
because it isn't us actually doing it. It is America's Trump, the          
Middle East's ISIS, Africa's corrupt leaders, North Korea's nasty 
dictator, the Conservatives or Corbyn or anyone else that happens 
to catch our condemnation, burying the uncomfortable truth that "if 
we say we have no sin, then the truth is not in us." (1 John 1:8). 
Jeremy Kyle, The Apprentice, I'm a Celebrity and other such        
programs seek to reassure us that there is always somebody else 
in the world who is a bigger idiot than me, and that's good for our 
ego. "O God, I thank you that I'm not like other people—criminals, 
celebrities, religious types, or those chavs on Benefits Britain;" as 
the Pharisee might have prayed. (Luke 18: 11).  
Advent should pull us up short. Sure, other people have failings, 
and some pretty big ones at times, but are we really good enough 
to stand before God's throne, safe and secure in our own self-
righteousness? If we fail to recognise our own failure then we           
become self-satisfied, smug, judgmental of others, slow to forgive 
and quick to condemn. Who wants heaven to be full of such          
people? 
At the end of the day, the only person we can really change is   
ourselves. 
 
Advent was intended to be a season of fasting, much like Lent, a 
concentration on the fact that when Jesus comes again (or at our 
time of death – whichever comes sooner!) he will judge the earth, 
and us. We will be called forward for judgment. Our lives will be 
laid bare, no place to hide. No justifying ourselves behind others 
faults. No politicians cry 'if you think I'm bad just look at the other 
guy'. It will just be you, and your maker. 
 
Oh.... and for followers of Jesus our advocate (the Holy Spirit), and 
Jesus our redeemer! And this is the core of our faith. This is the 
actual meaning of Advent and Christmas. We have all sinned, we 
have all failed, none of us are fit to be declared innocent.  
And yet, we have Jesus, who came to earth to die for us, to make 
us clean and fit to live in a perfect heaven even though we can in  
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no way claim to deserve it. We have to remember to balance    
judgment with redemption (for us and others) and Advent is a good 
time to reflect on this, before we welcome Jesus into the world at 
Christmas. Are you a complete failure? Well rejoice! Because God 
has an extra special love for you! "For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him." John 3: 17. My favourite verse. 
 
Both Advent and Christmas are good times to reflect that we need 
God's grace to remind us to find our own grace. For we are made 
in the image of God. And a whole world of people freely offering 
grace as much as they possibly can (even to criminals, celebrities, 
chavs and religious folk!) would be such a wonderful world to live 
in. We are not there yet but in our churches of St John's and St 
Hilda's, we are trying to get there.  
Oh Lord, this Christmas give us the Spirit to be as graceful to      
others as you are to us. Amen.      

      Revd Neal 

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
10th December  at 8.30am in the Church Hall.     
 In the morning O Lord, you hear my voice; in the              
morning I lay my request before you and wait in           
expectation.  Psalm 5: 3 

 

Celebration of Advent 
 

"By popular demand (probably) 
The Benefice Band will be once again  
appearing, at a Celebration of Advent,  
on Tuesday 6th December 7.30pm             
at St Hilda's church.                                                     
It will be an evening of music and praise, 
do join us - and bring a friend, it will be a 
good evening!" 
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 Instead of giving one another Christmas cards this year there 
will be one big card in church for  everyone to sign and a plate 
for donations which  will go to: To the Diocese of Mara                
Tanzania . 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tableaux for Advent / Christmas 
This year there will be 3D tableaux depicting the Christmas               

stories.  Various organisations connected with St John's have 
been 'making, sticking and moulding' in order to provide the                 

tableaux and the display should prove to be something different. 
 

Bread for Life                                                                                                                  

Bread and other items will be on sale at the 11.15 service 18th December 
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Bishop of Huddersfield’s Christmas Message 
Peace on Earth and Good Will to All? 
 
 
This has been a tumultuous year. 
 
As I was sitting down to write this Christmas 
message, the people of the United States 
were voting to choose their new President – 
and even after the result it seems likely that 
their nation will remain deeply divided given 
the bitterness of the campaign. 
 
In our own nation, we have experienced the trauma of the              
European referendum (whatever your views on the result) and the 
upheaval it has brought - none of which is going to be resolved any 
time soon. 
 
And in the wider world we have seen the continuing nightmare that 
faces the people of Syria and Iraq, and the unprecedented move-
ment of peoples across the globe, whether seeking to escape from 
war or simply to seek a better life for themselves and their children. 
 
So in this context and given what we see daily on our TVs and 
smartphones, what can it mean to proclaim the Christmas                 
message of the angels, "Peace on earth and good will to all"? 
 
Jesus himself was of course born into an occupied land, ruled 
through fear and military might by the Romans, and the people of 
Israel longed for a new era of peace and freedom from oppres-
sion.  And it was precisely into this situation that Jesus came,       
proclaiming: "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news." 
 
So what was Jesus saying, and how does it fit with the peace and 
goodwill that the angels promised to the shepherds above         
Bethlehem? 
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Well, the arrival of God’s kingdom in and through Jesus is         
precisely what makes possible the coming of a new kind of peace 
into the world.  Peace in this sense is not a tranquil state of inner 
calm (though a bit of that can be useful every so often) or the           
fragile maintenance of a truce between warring parties.  It is the 
active capacity to change the world from the inside out by the 
power of God’s love reaching into our hearts and overflowing to the 
world around us through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This is our first calling as Christians and as churches - to receive 
the love of Christ and to pass it on to those around us, by refusing 
to give in to fear and hate.  To believe the message of the angels 
and to live as citizens of the kingdom of God in the midst of all the 
turmoil of this world. 
 
May this Christmas be a time when we not only hear again the       
angels' song, but join in their celebration and bring the good news 
of Jesus Christ to the all too fearful people of our times: "Peace on 
earth and good will to those on whom his favour rests." That really 
is good news for you and me and for everyone else upon this 
earth. 
 
+Jonathan 

           

P.S. We will be celebrating the good news of Jesus at a special 

Huddersfield Episcopal Area Celebration at 4.00pm on Sunday, 

12th February 2017 at Halifax Minster, rejoicing in all that God is 

doing to grow his kingdom in our churches and communi-

ties.  Please put the date in your diaries and come and join us-

more information to follow soon! 

WARLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - 2016 - EVENTS     
                             

24th DECEMBER - Christmas Carols - Friendly Band                          

outside the Maypole 11.45pm 
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Christians Together in Calderdale 
 
Winter Shelter 

We are now organising the Winter Shelter Project for this coming winter 
running through January, February and March. We are  looking for        
volunteers.  
  
The training sessions for the Winter Shelter Project will be held at on the 
following dates:   

Winter Shelter Training Evenings 

Tuesday 29th November 6.30pm and Monday                                 
12th December 7.00pm. 

The Gathering Place (opposite the benefits office) 
All volunteers need to attend a volunteer training session even if they 
have volunteered before as some things might be different.  If you would 
like to volunteer but are unable to attend either of the above dates, 
please contact Alison Underwood at the Gathering Place or email          
aunderwood@christianstogether.org.uk know and we can arrange  
something else. 
  
At the training sessions there will be the opportunity to sign up for shifts 
and fill in a volunteer application form. If you wish for further information, 
please contact Brenda or Joan at the Gathering Place.                        
Telephone 01422 647390. 
  
Hope Reclaimed Fundraiser  
This year's Hope Reclaimed Fundraiser night will feature Andy Kind, the 
Christmas Community Choir and Bolton Brow Academy Choir. Please 
save the date it would be great to have a packed house again.  

Hope Reclaimed Fundraiser –                                                                   
An evening of Music and Comedy 

Friday 16th December, 7.30pm, at The Kings Church, Halifax . 
Tickets Adults £6, Children or concessions £3 and Families £15 

Available at the door, from the Gathering Place or email                     

cathandangusmusic@gmail.com                                                                      

Christmas 

The Food and Support Drop In will be open as usual on Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve 
 

mailto:aunderwood@christianstogether.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/andy.kind.7
mailto:cathandangusmusic@gmail.com
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Christmas Day Lunch 

On Christmas day we will be holding a Christmas Day meal at 
12noon for people who can’t afford a meal or who would otherwise 
be alone. 
 
 Volunteers 

We are still short of volunteers, especially people who are willing to help 
us clean up at 11.45 to 12noon on Saturdays. Please contact us if you 
could occasionally help in this way (Tel 07522 485730). 
  
Donations of Food 

As usual all tinned items remain a priority, particularly now that we are 
planning the winter shelter. We need tinned meals, tinned vegetables, 
tinned meat or tuna and tinned rice pudding. We also require Coffee, 
Meat paste and spreads, Shampoo, Shower Gel, Antiperspirant (Must 
not contain alcohol), Washing up Liquid, Washing Powder and Tin              
openers. Also now that Autumn has arrived we need sheets, quilts and 
covers (single and double), large towels, socks and gloves. Thank you. 
 

 Deliveries 

When delivering items for the Food and Support Drop In, the Ebenezer 
Centre is open on Thursdays from 9am to 12noon and on Saturdays         
between 9am and 11.30am. 
  
Donations of Money 

May I remind everybody who donates money via cheques to make it  
payable to; 

“CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CALDERDALE” 
Any correspondence should be sent to The Gathering Place. 
  
If you wish to give regularly, Financial Forms are available on our                
website support page (Including GIFT AID forms) at                                               
http://christianstogether.org.uk/giving/ Alternatively please leave your 
name, address and contact number with the Drop In team at the         
Ebenezer Centre on Thursday or Saturday mornings, so that the           
treasurer can get in touch. 
  
Thank you 

Once again thank you to everyone for your prayers, donations and     
support. They are very much appreciated.  

http://christianstogether.org.uk/giving/
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Details of all the Christians Together Calderdale Projects, including the 
Food and Support Drop In can be found on our website;                                      
http://christianstogether.org.uk 

  
With kind regards to you all  
Christine. On behalf of The Food and Support Drop In 

Tel 07522 485730 

  
c/o The Gathering Place 
1 St James Road 

Halifax 

HX1 1YS Telephone 01422 647390 

12
th
 December 2016                             

10.30am 
Mrs Norma Riley 
'Christmas Crafts' 

followed by a                                                          
Christmas Lunch 

 

Carol Praise and Afternoon Tea 
 
Sunday 18th December Everyone is invited 
to join us from 3.00pm onwards to sing 
Christmas Carols and to enjoy                          
afternoon tea.   
 

 
If you would like to donate a cake your 
contribution would be greatly                             
appreciated.  Please have a word with 
Yvonne or any member of the                       
Song Group. 

http://christianstogether.org.uk
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Ripponden Branch led the Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at 
noon on November 7

th
. The next one will be on December 5

th
. Do 

join us in prayer for MU members around the world. It is only a 10 
minute service. 
 

November 16
th
 was our evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall. We prepared one of the displays on the Nativity, to be put in 
church during Advent. It was good fun and we were amazed at 
how creative we were. 
 

There was an Advent Service, for the whole of our Diocese, at 
1.30p.m. on November 29

th
 at Dewsbury Minster. It was a lovely 

service.  
 

Our Christmas Party will be held in the CHURCH HALL on            
December 8

th
 from 5p.m. until 8p.m. Tea will be served at 5.30p.m. 

ALL are welcome so just come along and join us and enjoy the         
evening. Programmes for 2017 MU events will be given out at the 
party.  
 
Advance notice:- 
January 10

th
 at 12noon will be our Wave of Prayer time for 2017. 

This will be in Church when we will pray for our Link diocese     
overseas. 
Our AGM will be held on January 17

th
 at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall followed by  ‘Sing for your supper’. Please come along as this 
is a very important meeting, to review the past year and learn more 
about the valuable work of MU. 
Subscriptions for 2017 are £21 payable to Jean by the AGM 
please. 
Do book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to seeing 
you at any of these events. Visitors are always made very            
welcome.  

HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND EVERY BLESSING FOR THE                 
NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL                                                                 

SUSAN                   
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December Diary 
 

 Thursday  1st 6.45pm Song Group practise   
Tuesday  6th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
     Warley Town School Nativity Play in Church 
Wednesday  7th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
       Warley Town School Nativity Play in Church 
Thursday     8th 6.45pm Song Group practise  
Friday  11th 6.30pm Uniformed Organisations Carol Service   
Saturday 10th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast  
Monday  12th  10.30am Christmas at Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday 13th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
            10.00am Warley Pre-school Nativity Play in church.         
     Refreshments will be served from 9.00am  
Wednesday 14th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday 15th 6.45pm Song Group practise   
Sunday 18th 3.00pm to 6.00pm. Afternoon Tea and Carols 
Tuesday 20th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday  21st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
Saturday 24th 6.00pm St. John’s Carol and Nativity Service                                    
 
 

Uniform Organisations 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening 

The deadline for contributions to the January 2016 Newsletter is 20th               
December to: David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

