
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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     Services this month  
                                                                                                                                     

5th February 4th Sunday before Lent 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 

12th February 3rd Sunday before Lent     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Worship Service 
 

19th February 2nd Sunday before Lent     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 

26th February next Sunday before Lent       
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Informal Service 
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Letter from the Vicar 
 

Is it just me, or is it that 'light' seems to be         
cropping up a lot lately? Not just the 'Light of 
the World' at Christmas and the Christingle           
services, but also in other readings. The other 
Sunday I was particularly struck by the verse 
"...and on those who sat in the land of the           
shadow of death, light has dawned." found in 
both in Isaiah and Matthews Gospel, (4: 16). It would seem to 
me there is a fair amount of shadow in the world at the moment. 
A mass migration of peoples dislocated by poverty and warfare. 
Political unrest in the European Union and America, uncertainty 
at home regarding job insecurity, rising crime and the NHS. We 
must remember that we still enjoy health care that would have 
been undreamed of by kings not long ago, and our living stand-
ards are far above the vast majority of humanity, but still, many 
seem to be dogged by shadows. Official figures state that one in 
four people experience mental health problems each year, and 
one in five will self-harm or have suicidal thoughts. 
 

That verse "...and on those who sat in the land of the shadow of 
death, light has dawned." is as true today as it was yesterday. It 
seems that every generation needs a revival, and ours is no     
different. "The time has come, God's kingdom is near." (Mk 1:14) 
After Jesus set out on his ministry, wherever he went things   
happened, and this is still true today. Jesus is a catalyst, we   
cannot truly meet God and remain the same. Light brings growth 
and so does Jesus, he did then and still does. There is a tempta-
tion to bring about growth by careful cultivation, and while this 
works wonderfully for gardens it doesn't always work well         
spiritually. God is the ultimate gardener, and if we look at his     
examples in creation we rarely find neat rows of ordered plants. 
The Spirit blows wild and free, and the most surprising things 
blossom in the most amazing places when we let God be in     
control. 
 
So what should we do as Christians? As a people of God sworn 
into his service? What did the disciples do? They followed        
Jesus. They walked with him and talked with him, and learned 
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from his actions and his examples. It was perhaps a bit more 
straightforward for them as when problems or arguments or           
confusion occurred (which they often did) as they could just go 
up to Jesus and ask him. We don't have Jesus walking physical-
ly among us because he ascended into heaven, but we do have 
the bible, and the Holy Spirit is still around to help us. It is            
important to remember that the disciples learned 'on the job'.  
Jesus sent them out on mini missions and they were involved in 
all the practical details of Jesus ministry, finding food and               
lodgings, organizing donkeys and sorting the money out. They 
each had their particular role, and so do we. We are all part of 
the one body and every person has their very own role to play. 
You can walk on your hands, but it works so much better when 
the feet do that bit! 
 
This year, I would love us all to find the special role that God has 
for you, or - if you already know what it is, to seek (in Christ) to 
be better and better at it.  
I'm not a particularly good musician, but I know that there is a 
unique and delightful joy in playing (or singing) in harmony with 
others. That point when everyone is listening to everyone else 
and playing their part, in just the right way at precisely the right 
time and the right volume. This doesn't happen by accident! It 
takes lots of practice, and there is no substitute for it. Three          
people can play a quartet, but it doesn't sound right, and nor 
does it quite work when the bass player tries to fill in for the 
lead, but when all are practiced and playing in harmony then boy 
does it sound good! It brings light into the darkness, healing to 
the wounded, joy to the sad, and renewed life to all. 
 
This is the world that our Saviour wants us to live in. This is the 
world that we are called to bring about. With a willingness to 
play our part, no matter how modest, with continued practice, 
and study, and dedication, we can bring the light of Christ into 
our world, and shine it into the shadows, and bring joy to our bit 
of Halifax. What a wonderful task to be given! 
Lord, guide us and encourage us as we seek to become ever  
better disciples, bringing light and music into the world around 

us. Amen.   Revd Neal 
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Food and Support Drop In January 2017 
 
Introducing Chris Butler, our New Trustee 
Christians Together Calderdale have a new Trustee called Chris            
Butler. He has been with us for a few months and is our Safeguarding 
Officer.                                                                                                    
Chris is also the Catering Manager, responsible for all food that comes 
in for all the Christians Together Projects. This includes working with 
the Food and Support Drop In Management Team. 
 www.christianstogether.org.uk/our-trustees/ If you wish to contact 
Chris his email is chris@christianstogether.org.uk and although he is            
employed, he is often at the Gathering Place. 
 
 Donations and Costs 
                                                                                                                                
One of Chris’s priorities is to try to alleviate some of our costs incurred 
when we have to buy items we are short of each week.                                                                         
This includes; Pasta Sauce, Curry Sauce, Tinned Rice Pudding,             
Coffee, Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Meals, UHT Milk, Instant Mash  
Potatoes, Washing up liquid, Washing Powder, Toilet Rolls, Shampoo 
and Shower Gel.  
The FSDI also tries to provide substantial refreshments on Saturday 
mornings so we need; Margarine, Mayonnaise, Cheese, Cooked sliced 
meats and other Sandwich Fillings as well as Savoury and Sweet            
bakery. In addition, The Banqueting Table, Winter Shelter and               
Saturday Gathering Projects usually have to buy fresh items, such as 
meat, fresh and frozen vegetables and pudding ingredients to make 
meals each week. 
Although we get many donations of food and toiletries regularly, 
we still have to buy a lot of the above mentioned items every 
week. This is why we ask people to stick to the lists of items 
needed that we send out in this newsletter. However, all            
donations are always gratefully received. 
 
FareShare                                                                                                                             
We currently subscribe to a charity called FareShare which distributes 
excess stock from Supermarkets etc, to charities who help those who 
need it. You can find out more on their website www.fareshare.org.uk. 
Through FareShare we are now able to get food from Tesco in Halifax 
& Sowerby Bridge, however we have to collect it ourselves. Collection 
times are on Monday, Wednesday and Friday Evenings between 
8.30pm and 9.30pm. We also have a large collection from FareShare 
to be picked up from Bradford on Thursday mornings. 

http://www.christianstogether.org.uk/our-trustees/
mailto:chris@christianstogether.org.uk
http://www.fareshare.org.uk/
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Neighbourly    
                                                                                                                                
We also subscribe to another charity called Neighbourly, which again 
redirects excess stock from Supermarkets, to projects who help those 
who need it (www.neighbourly.com). This includes Lidl at their          
Sowerby Bridge and Boothtown stores. 
 
 Donations from Local Organisations 
                                                                                                                
We also work with Morrisons at their Elland and Illingworth stores and 
Sainsbury’s and Asda in Halifax. Many other local organisations also 
donate to us. 
Some places deliver, but items from most of these places need to 
be collected at various times during the week, usually in the      
mornings and we are looking for more people who would be         
willing to help with any of these collections.  
If you can help at all please contact Chris by email 
chris@christianstogether.org.uk at the Gathering Place,                      
telephone 01422 647390, or on the Food & Support Drop In           
mobile number 07522 485730 
 
Opening times for deliveries 
                                                                                                                                
The Gathering Place is often open during the day for deliveries 
(Always phone to check before delivering) and the Food and Support 
Drop In which runs out of the Ebenezer Centre is open for deliveries 
on Thursday and Saturday Mornings between 8.30am and 12 noon.  
 
 For your Prayers 
 
On the 14th January we gave out 101 parcels which included 6 for new 
people, plus another 11 parcels for families who attended family           
gathering with 10 children. We had 49 volunteers. 

 

Please pray for Chris and the other Trustees as they oversee the        
various projects we are undertaking.  

 

Please pray for new volunteers, particularly for people who will collect 
items for us. Towels and Socks   
                                                                                                                                                              

We do not have the capacity to deal with clothes and bedding. The      
Winter Shelter has a good stock of both already so no more for the 
time being, thank you. We only need Large Towels and Socks.  
 

http://www.neighbourly.com
mailto:chris@christianstogether.org.uk
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Reading Materials 
 
Guests from the Drop In and the Winter Shelter are always asking to 
borrow fiction and non-fiction books and magazines. Please remem-
ber that most of our guests are men. While some guests have excel-
lent reading skills, others have very limited or no English. If you can 
give us anything for our library we would appreciate it. Also if you 
have any modern, easy to read Bibles you don’t want to donate else-
where, we can always use them at FSDI and at Thursday and                
Saturday Gatherings. Thank you. 
 
 Donations of Money 
                                                                                                                    
May I remind everybody who donates money via cheques to make it 
payable to:“CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CALDERDALE” 
If you are happy to support any of the Christians Together Projects 
please leave the cheque blank on the back. If you wish your donation 
to be only for the Drop In, please write “Drop In” on the back. Or the 
name of your preferred project.     
                                                                                                              
Our bank details and Gift Aid forms can be found by contacting the 
Treasurer via The Gathering Place. Please leave your details for 
them if they are not in. The forms are also available on our Christians 
Together website.        
                                                                                                                   
Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support.                                             
We are exceedingly grateful.   
                                                                                                                         
Kind regards Christine                                                                                                       
On behalf of The Halifax Food and Support Drop In                                                          
Mobile Number 07522 485730     
                                                                                                                              
A project of Christians Together Calderdale                                                                    
The Gathering Place, 1 St James Road, Halifax, HX1 1YS                                                  
Telephone 01422 647390                                                  
www.christianstogether.org.uk 

Morning Prayer      
Saying the Office                                                                                            

8.30am every Tuesday at  St. John’s      

http://www.christianstogether.org.uk/
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St John’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

Saturday 11th February 
8.30am in the Church Hall 
 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give                                                
thanks in all circumstances; for this is                                                         
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.                                                                            
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 

 

27th February 2016 
10.30am 

Mrs Denise Adlard 
'Bedpans & False Teeth' 

Bread of Life        

                                                                                                           
Bread and other items will be on sale at the  

11.00am service on  

Sunday 19th February 

Sunday 19th March 

Sunday 16th April 

Every Thursday at St. Hilda’s  Park Community Choir                     
1.45pm-3pm  

Come along and join us, singing songs old and new e as we sing 
a wide range of songs. Do come along and enjoy singing, it’s 

very good for you!                                                                                     
NO SKILL REQUIRED 
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MIRFIELD  QUIET  DAY 
 
Are you in need of some spiritual refreshment in a            
spacious and peaceful setting? 
I need that regularly, so I go to the Community of the 
Resurrection at Mirfield for a Quiet Day about every six weeks. 
  
What is a Quiet Day? 
It is a time when we come apart and rest in order to make space 
for God. We keep silence for part of the day to reflect and to give 
God some space to speak to us. 
 
I thought it might be something we all might appreciate so with 
Neal’s encouragement I have arranged a Quiet Day for St Hilda’s 
and St John’s on Saturday 22

nd
 April10.30 am to 3.30 pm at the 

House of the Resurrection Mirfield 
 
One of the Brothers will give us a talk on Prayer and we will join  
the Community for Midday Prayer and a Communion service in 
the Church. There will be free time to explore the extensive 
grounds. We will have the use of a comfortable lounge in the       
Retreat House. 
The Community will provide tea and coffee and we bring a 
packed lunch. I hope we can help one another with transport. 
 
Please book this date in your diaries. Lists will appear in church 
to sign up and to arrange transport. 
I feel sure that the day will be very special and memorable for us 
all. 
        Martin. 

Let’s Celebrate –                                                             
Huddersfield Area                                                        

Sunday, 12th February 2017                                          
3.00 – 6.00 p.m.                                                             

At Halifax Minster    
See more at:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z68kMP_YsO8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z68kMP_YsO8
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Christingle Service 
 

Some eighty adults and children attended and took part in the            

11 o clock service  held on the 22nd January at St John's.            

The Worship group with Neal helped plan the service.               

The uniformed organisations helped by making colourful           

decorations which brightened up the church and the creation of 

an adult sized Christingle helped put over the theme of                

"The Light of Christ".        

                                                                                                     

Through Children Society collection boxes and candle containers, 

£257.96 was raised for the work of the Children's Society which 

will increase further with some amounts having been gift aided. 

St Hilda’s and St John’s will be holding a joint 
Music and Praise Service 

On Shrove Tuesday, 28th Feb. at 7:30pm  
at St John’s Warley 

This will be an opportunity to have fun and Praise 
God through music, featuring the Benefice band  

Also a Pancake Supper  
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at St. Hilda         

 

 

This Lent our Benefice will be running a joint Lent Course about 
Holiness. What is it? Should we be more holy? How? 
There will be two sessions each week, one on a Monday                 
afternoon and one in the evening, held alternately at St Hilda's 
and St John's. Afternoon and evening sessions will be the same 
and you are welcome to come to whichever is most convenient at 
the time. 
I hope as many people as possible from both churches will be 
able to come and enjoy some learning and fellowship together. 
Details to follow. 
God bless,   Revd Neal 
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On January 10
th
 at 12noon 10 members celebrated our Wave of 

Prayer time for 2017. This was in Church when we prayed for 
our Link diocese overseas. Thank you to Stephen for leading 
this. 
 

Our AGM was held on January 17
th
 at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall followed by  ‘Sing for your supper’. Neal led our meeting 
where we reviewed the past year and learnt more about the         
valuable work of MU. Barbara Wood provided a lovely supper 
for us to celebrate her special birthday and we all had a happy 
time together. 
 

Members attended the annual service for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, held on Tuesday 24

th
 January at 2.30p.m. at 

Highgate Methodist Church.  
 
Our first afternoon meeting of 2017 will be February 2

nd
 at 

2.15p.m. at 129, Paddock Lane, when Pauline Edwards will 
speak to us about ‘Two men named Enoch.’ 
 

Monthly Midday prayers will be held on Monday February 6
th
 at 

Halifax Minster, so please join us if you can. 
 

February 15
th
 will be our evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the 

Church Hall, when we will hear all about  the ‘Rainbows’              
organisation for which Helen Garthwaite works. 
Do book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to         
seeing you at any of these events. Visitors are always made 
very welcome.  
                      SUSAN    

The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 18th February 10am-12.45pm,                       

followed by soup lunch. Christ Church, Pellon. 
Donation £4.00-5.00 

Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991 
Thank you. 
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Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

The deadline for contributions to the March Newsletter is 22nd February to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

  
February Diary 

 
Thursday    2nd  2.15pm Mothers’ Union     
    6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday    7th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday     8th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday    9th  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Saturday  11th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast   
Tuesday  14th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday  15th  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s   
    7.30pm Mothers’ Union  
Thursday  16th  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday   21st  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
Wednesday   22nd  9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
    2.00pm Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda 
Thursday  23rd  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Monday  27th 10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday  28th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Uniform Organisations 

    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening                                  
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

