St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
2nd April 5th Sunday of Lent
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am APCM followed by short
Communion Service

9th April Palm Sunday
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Worship Service
13th April Maundy Thursday
7.30pm Maundy Service at
St. Hilda’s
14th April Good Friday
10.30am Meditation at St. John’s
16th April Easter Sunday
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
23th April 1st Sunday of Easter
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Informal Worship
30th April 2nd Sunday of Easter
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Healing Service
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Letter from the Vicar
In last month's letter I wrote about holiness in
deed as well as thought, and as I write this letter
Easter is drawing rapidly nearer. Easter actually is
holiness in deed as well as thought. It is all very
well to have a creator God who loves us in
thought and theory, how much better to put our
faith in God who loves us by his actions too! God
is holy, God loves us (anyway, despite all our
rebellion), and God did something about it. He came from heaven
to be one of us, to show us how to live in all of life's complexity and
muddles, and also to die on the cross for us. God is indeed
gracious!
Adam and Eve rebelled against God, they ignored his instruction
and warnings and eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Ever since then mankind has understood what is right, what is
godly, and rebelled against that deep understanding, against God.
We want to be in control, we try to take control, of our future, our
neighbours, of nature, of creation, even of God, and we make a
mess.
God wants us to be with him, so acted to help clean the mess up,
at a great cost to himself. He suffered scorn, rejection, whipping,
torture and death so we could be together again. And he did so
entirely because of his grace. God is indeed gracious! That word
again, Grace. 'God's grace' pops up frequently, but perhaps we
don't give it the attention it deserves.
Grace is a wonderful word, and is so much richer in meaning than
we may at first realise. The New Testament Greek word translated
as 'grace' is 'charis', used quite extensively in normal secular ways
at the time and was picked up by all the New Testament writers,
being used 152 times, particularly by Paul. Charis came from the
word chairo meaning 'to rejoice, to be delighted', and is related to
charisma, meaning 'gracious gift'.
In Greek mythology the Charises (the Graces) were usually
portrayed as the daughters of Zeus (the ruler of the other gods)
and were minor goddesses representing charm and beauty, (which
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is where we get the term 'graceful') nature, human creativity, and
fertility. Splendour, fun and cheerfulness were their main characteristics. This is important to us because Greek mythology was not
merely a pagan religion but their way of explaining and exploring
deep aspects of human nature and how we understand the world.
In our modern society most people focus on 'science' to explore
and explain life but in the time of the New Testament it was
predominantly philosophy and religion. To better understand what
was going on in the minds of the New Testament writers we need
to examine the references they were making.
Charis carried a meaning of 'a gift of unmerited mercy', which in
turn caused feelings of gratitude (the gratitude bit is why we say
'grace' to thank God for our food) spreading out into delight. I
remember well the hours waiting for a phone call from the surgeon
who was operating on Kathryn's heart to try to save her life.
Imagine if you will how I felt when the surgeon called and said 'she
is going to be OK', you may well be able to think of a similar
situation you have been through, charis is a word that would fit
these feelings.
In Greek charis also had a sense of power. It could be a force,
affecting human life with supernatural influences even from the
place of the dead. In Euripides, it was a power from the underworld
that could convey the virtues of a dead hero to his living family or
followers. Here are Christian parallels to Easter and the power of
the Holy Spirit enabling Christians to live a holy life in Christ.
When we read of God's grace (charis) in the bible we should hear
so much more than the usual (and accurate) 'unmerited kindness
and mercy'. We should also think thankfulness, joy, beauty and
charm. We should go on to think creativity and fertility, life itself,
never understating the cheerfulness and fun which God so delights
in. Grace really is a wonderful word.
Oh Lord, help us to truly remember the whole nature of your grace,
especially as we look towards Easter. Amen.
Revd Neal
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MIRFIELD QUIET DAY

Are you in need of some spiritual refreshment in a spacious and
peaceful setting?
I need that regularly, so I go to the Community of the
Resurrection at Mirfield for a Quiet Day about every six weeks.
What is a Quiet Day?
It is a time when we come apart and rest in order to make space
for God. We keep silence for part of the day to reflect and to give
God some space to speak to us.
I thought it might be something we all might appreciate so with
Neal’s encouragement I have arranged a Quiet Day for St Hilda’s
and St John’s on Saturday 22nd April10.30 am to 3.30 pm at the
House of the Resurrection Mirfield
One of the Brothers will give us a talk on Prayer and we will join
the Community for Midday Prayer and a Communion service in
the Church. There will be free time to explore the extensive
grounds. We will have the use of a comfortable lounge in the
Retreat House.
The Community will provide tea and coffee and we bring a
packed lunch. I hope we can help one another with transport.
Please book this date in your diaries. Lists will appear in church
to sign up and to arrange transport.
I feel sure that the day will be very special and memorable for us
all.
Martin.
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Directions
By Car From Brighouse follow A644 passing the M62. Follow the
signs towards Dewsbury Mirfield. Take the first exit at the roundabout and towards Leeds A62. Keep in the left hand lane,
continue up this road until you see a ‘Starbucks’ on your right
hand side. Take the filter lane and turn right at the lights - this
is Stocks Bank Road. Drive over the brow of the hill and
begin to drop down the other side. You will see a playground on
your left hand side. The entrance to The Mirfield Centre is about
100 yards further down the road, on the right hand side.
Please note – the entrance to the Centre is marked by a
brown ladder sign (to the right as you go down the hill.
Please do not use the Community Retreat House entrance.
The Mirfield Centre, Stocks Bank Road, Mirfield, West Yorkshire,
WF14 0BW

Mirfield
Centre
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I am writing to you to ask for your help on Easter Sunday night April
16th/17th to marshall, or help in other ways so that the Long March
may run once again smoothly. Without help it will be impossible to
go ahead, charities that would benefit from the funds raised will be
the losers. ' (So too would the would-be walkers, whose willingness
to walk through the night, whatever the weather, would be effectively rejected for lack of adult, and specifically Christian, support - what
a discouragement that would be !) So please, if you can spare a few
hours on the night, or even all night, to help others less fortunate
than ourselves, then contact’, Mrs D Swaine, 6 Greenroyd,
Greetland, HX4 8DT, tel 01422 378143, email:
dawn@swain53.freeserve.co.uk for a registration form.
NB: Helpers must be aged 18 years or older (no upper age limit).
'What is the Halifax Long March?
The Halifax Long March is a sponsored night hike. It takes place on
Easter Sunday night and sees walkers following a secret route
around the streets of Calderdale, starting and finishing at the Halifax
YMCA. The route changes every year, so repeat walkers have
never done the same one twice. It is a challenge of 26.2
miles,' (although a 13.1 mile option is also available, and walkers
are at liberty to drop out at various locations).
'The first Halifax Long March took place in 1966 and was established to raise money for Christian Aid. It continued to do so until its
50th outing in 2015, following which the organisers decided to open
the event to a wider range of charities and fundraising organisations.
In 2016 there were 19 charities and community groups represented
by walkers with £1000's being raised for local causes.'
More information is available at www.longmarch.org.uk
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OPEN the BOOK

Over the last twelve months or so a group of
church members from St John’s and St Hilda’s churches have
been presenting Bible stories to children at Warley Town School
on a monthly basis. Leading and coordinating this mission work
has been Barbara Robinson from St Hilda’s with assistance from
Jean Baines, Claire Pearson, Chris Naylor, Margaret Whitely,
Elizabeth Jenkins and John White from St John’s, plus, (besides
Barbara from St Hilda’s), Prue Meekin and David Mann.
The idea to introduce this mission work started in Rev’d Tony
Street’s time but really only got under way after Rev’d Neal arrived
with us. The material used for “Open the Book” Bible stories has
been produced by the Bible Society and presented across the
country over a number of years now. Many churches from different
counties have been taking presentations from the ‘The Lion
Storyteller Bible’ to present to primary school children.
The storyteller book comes with a handbook which provides
directions on how to present each story and encourages participation from child audiences. Recently the group were invited to take
a Bible story presentation in to Parkinson Lane school during their
Religious Education week and the story chosen was Daniel and
the Lions. Both at Warley Town each month and on the Parkinson
lane visit, the group have been well received and at Warley Town
a good relationship has been established with all the school
children who appear to greatly enjoy listening to stories and look
forward to the visits.
Neighbouring parishes in the Calder Valley and recently in Halifax
at St John’s Bradshaw also use the “Open the Book” Bible Society
material in their local schools. If anyone should interested in
joining the group going in to schools, please speak with anyone of
the names mentioned as being part of the Team – it is very
rewarding if perhaps at times a little nerve racking!
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Help is once again needed to clean the church.
There is a dedicated team of cleaners who help with
the cleaning and we are very grateful for them.
It takes about two hours one day a month, but there
are some gaps to fill. If you could commit to once a
month that would be great, if not could you just help
now and then when members of the team are away,
that would be great also.
All work we do for the Lord is important, whether
preaching, reading, intercessors, welcome's, musicians,
pastoral ministry, providing refreshments, cleaning, winding the clock, taking care of the church building and
grounds. These are just some of the work we do within
the church, there is also the word we are called to do in
our community.
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And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him. Colossians 3:17 (NIV)
Please pray about about this and if you could
help have a word with Michelle Waddington.

Bread of Life
Bread and other items will be on sale at the
11.00am service on
Sunday 23rd April
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Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Annual Parochial Church Meeting is a very
important meeting where we look at the past
year at St. John’s and at the year before us.
Members are elected to serve on the PCC. We
look to the future of St. John’s, how we can
serve God through the life of our church and in
the local community.
The meeting will be held on Sunday 2nd April at
11.00am followed by a short Communion Service
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) is held each year between
January 1st and April 30th. Anyone who is on the church electoral roll may
attend and vote at the meeting.
It is a legal requirement to hold the meeting and certain items of business must
be carried out. These include:






Receiving reports on the electoral roll of the church, the proceedings of the
PCC, the church finances, the buildings and property of the church and the
work of the deanery synod.
Electing people to serve on the PCC and, every three years, to the deanery
synod.
Appointing sides persons for the church.
Appointing an independent examiner for the PCC accounts.

The meeting may discuss these matters and anything else of parochial or
general church interest.

Morning Prayer
Saying the Office
8.30am every Tuesday
at St. John’s
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24th April 2017
10.30am
Mr & Mrs D Burrows
'Yorkshire Quiz'

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 8th April at 8.30am in the
Church Hall.
1

I will extol the Lord at all times;
his praise will always be on my lips.
2
I will glory in the Lord;
let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
3
Glorify the Lord with me:
let us exalt his name together.
Psalm 34: 1-3

There will be a Working Party on
the church grounds on Saturday 1st
April from 9.30am to 12 noon. If you
could help at any time during the
morning it would be appreciated,
but no fooling around please!!!

Thank you

I would like to thank everyone for your prayers, cards,
flowers and love while I have been ill.
Feeling better but still on medication and under care of
the hospital.
Love Nancy
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March was a very busy month starting at Halifax Minster on March
3rd with the Women’s World Day of Prayer service at 2p.m. On
March 6th Warley Branch led the MU Midday Prayers, once again
at Halifax Minster.
We were invited to the Ladies Rally on March 14th at 2.30p.m. at
Pellon Baptist Church, when the speaker was Rev. Clare Davison.
On the same day, at 7.30p.m. we held our monthly meeting in the
Church Hall, when we made two new Church Banners for Easter.
March 25th was Lady Day, and this year there was a Diocesan
Service at Bradford Cathedral at 3p.m.
Mothering Sunday was Mach 26th and this was celebrated at our
11a.m. service in Church.
April begins with MU Midday Prayers on April 3rd at Halifax
Minster.
Our afternoon meeting will be on April 6th at 2.15p.m.
There is a change of venue for this meeting. It will be held at 101
Norton Drive the home of Barbara Butler. Rev. Martin Russell will
speak to us and then this will be followed by light refreshments to
celebrate Barbara’s and Joan’s birthdays.

April 19th is our evening meeting in the Church Hall at 7.30p.m.
Angela Byram will be telling us all about ‘Different places I have
eaten.’
Do book these dates in your diaries and we look forward to seeing
you at any of our meetings.
SUSAN
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April Diary
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

1st
3rd
4th
5th

9.30am
Church grounds working party
2.00pm & 7.30pm Lent course at St, John’s
8.30am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
9.00am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
2.00pm
Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s
Thursday
6th 2.15pm
Mothers’ Union
6.45pm
Song Group practise
Saturday
8th 8.30am
Prayer Breakfast
Tuesday
11th 8.30am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Wednesday 12th 9.00am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
2.00pm
Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s
Thursday 13th 7.30pm
Service for Maundy Thursday at St. Hilda’s
Tuesday
18th 8.30am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Wednesday 19th 9.00am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
2.00pm
Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s
7.30pm
Mothers’ Union
Thursday 20th 6.45pm
Song Group practise
Monday
24th 10.30am
Warley Coffee Club
Tuesday
25th 8.30am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Wednesday 26th 9.00am
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
2.00pm
Coffee and Company from 2.00pm at St. Hilda’s
Thursday 27th 6.45pm
Song Group practise

Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter?
Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the May Newsletter is 19th April to:
David 330693
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
13

