
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 
4th June The Day of Pentecost  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
11th June Trinity Sunday  
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Worship Service 
 
18th June  Proper 6                         
8.30am Holy Communion BCP  

11.00am Holy Communion 
 
25th June  Proper 7                          
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Informal Service 
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Letter from the Vicarage 
 
I think most of you will have already heard of my     
resignation by now, but I can hardly write this letter 
and not mention it. I think probably the best way is to 
include the statement that I read out at each service 
the other Sunday, so here it is; 
"After much prayer and consideration it is my difficult 
duty to announce that I have given in my resignation 
as vicar of St John's/St Hilda's.  
It is anticipated that my last Sunday will be on the 6

th
 

August. 
 
There are many reasons for reaching this decision, but time is perhaps 
prominent. As you know Kathryn works long hours Monday to Friday, 
while my duties mean I work weekends and many evenings. On average 
we only spend two full days a month together, and we are finding that 
this isn't really enough. 
In addition, I personally find that I do not have enough time to 're-create' 
and charge my batteries so to speak. In consequence I am aware that 
sooner, rather than later I will start burning out, which will help no one. 
Rather than give up ministry altogether I anticipate moving back into 
chaplaincy work, which I do miss and which (God willing) will fit better 
with our family circumstances. 
 
I am very aware that many of you have devoted much time and energy in 
supporting both me personally and the church, and I am very grateful for 
that. Thank you. I am also aware that some of you may feel let down at 
my decision, perhaps a little hurt, but it is not my wish for you to feel that. 
There has been much that has been good during my time here and I 
hope that together we have laid a new foundation to be built on. 
 
We must remember that the true foundation of the church is Christ, and 
Christ alone, no matter how large the role of any individual. It is Christ 
that we rely on, it is his blessing that ensures the success of any church, 
and Christ is here, he remains with us all. 
 
Bishop Jonathan and Archdeacon Anne have assured me that they will 
do all they can to support the ongoing ministry of our churches and to 
help find the best way forward for the two parishes." 
Resignation from Parish ministry is particularly awkward, it is not like  re-
signing from a normal job, but then it isn't a normal job, in fact it is hard to 
grasp what sort of a job, or indeed calling, it is. The role has changed a 
great deal over the years, the 'priestly' bit is still there, and is still the 
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Morning Prayer      
 

Saying the Office                                                                                            
8.30am every Tuesday at  St. John’s                       

most valuable and rewarding part, but all sorts of other stuff has been 
tacked on. As the role is now so diverse most people only see one bit 
and, far from the old joke about vicars only working on Sundays, Sunday 
becomes one of the easiest days.  
 
Modern, or post-modern life is in a constant and rapid state of change, 
which often leads to stress and stress to fracture. There is a danger in 
trying to navigate the choppy waters of 'progress' by occupying a stable 
boat. A danger in always bringing things to a sense of order, a risk to 
combating stress by doing things 'right', with proper rules and proper 
ways and proper traditions. The danger, the risk, is that the process          
becomes more important than the relationship. Serving God can become 
a barrier to loving God. Serving the church can (if we are not careful)  
become a barrier to building the church. Why would God want us to keep 
to a role, a system, a tradition, that leads us away from Him? 
 
It is not just about us either, the country is being split by Brexit, by immi-
gration issues, by elections, and, most tragically of all, by the murder of 
young girls and their mothers in Manchester. On Monday night, for too 
many, the world changed in an instant. The churches message of love 
and hope is needed more than ever. Our churches need to be ever more 
effective in our core mission. The country needs a message, a gospel, of 
hope and effective, proper love, of a relationship with God, and it is for us 
to deliver it in all that we do. 
 
None of us know what the future holds, but it will be different that's for 
sure. There is only one constant, and that is God. Seeking Jesus through 
life in all its variety, challenge and disaster is the only way to make sense 
of it. 
So let us keep focused on God, on who God is, on our relationship with 
Him, and let us deliver His message in new ways, in new times.  
Lord, help us to make our relationship with you the focus of all we do, not 
only for our sake but for the sake of the world around us. Amen. 
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at St. Hilda         

 

Summer Holiday Outreach :      
making God known to children who do not attend church. 

 
We are considering offering one afternoon session to children each 
week during the summer holidays, beginning with a meal. Please 
can you consider if you would be willing to help in some way? Even 
if you can only commit to one or two sessions, you help would be 
very much appreciated. We need: kitchen helpers, people to plan 
and/or deliver some Sunday school activity/teaching and helpers to 
supervise. 
Please let Jackie Pearson or John White know by Sunday June 
18th.  
Many thanks 
John and Jackie 

Fun Day in West View Park 15
th

 July 2017 
Once again this year there will be a Fun Day in West View Park 
when the local community come and spend the fun afternoon         
together. As usual there will be lots of stalls and activities during 
the afternoon and as part of that we at St. John’s are considering 
having a bun stall. We will give away buns along with a leaflet 
about St. John’s church, and so we will need lots of buns please. 
We did this a few years ago and there was a really good response, 
so much so we had to go out and buy more buns and so we will 
need lots of buns.  There will be more information nearer the time 
on the Notice Sheet and July Newsletter. 



6 

 

Thy Kingdom Come in Calderdale  
 
Thursday 25th May : Ascension Day  
  9.30 am St Jude's Eucharist  
  7.30pm St Augustine's s Centre, Hanson Lane Halifax 
  7.30pm Halifax Minster, preacher: the Archdeacon of Halifax. 
Friday 26th May - Thy Kingdom come in Calderdale 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill 
  9.30- 10.00am Service at St Andrew Methodist Church  
  7.30pm - 8.00pm Pray over the town at Beacon Hill 
Saturday 27th May - Thy Kingdom Come in Calderdale 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
  10.00 - 4.30pm Calderdale prayer walk  
  7.00pm Pentecost Praise Saturday Gathering  
Sunday 28th May - Pray for the Church 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
  In our individual churches pray for Gods presence to overflow 
  and for His blessing to fall on all our places of worship  
Monday 29th May - Pray for peace 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
  7.00pm - 7.30pm Pray for our leisure time, our rest and          
  relaxation meet outside Vue cinema.  
Tuesday 30th May - Pray for our children, young people  
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
  12.00- 12.30 pm Meet at St Augustine’s School Halifax  
  7.00 - 7.30pm Meet on North bridge pray for hope and  
  especially for those for whom mental illness is an issue.  
Weds 31st May - Pray for our business our local economy 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill 
  7.00- 7.30pm Meet outside Lloyds main building  
Thursday 1st June - Pray for our council our MPs  
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill 
  7.00 - 3.30pm Meet outside the Town Hall  
Friday 2nd June - Pray for our emergency services  
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill 
  7.00 - 7.30 pm Meet outside the hospital  
Saturday 3rd June - Pray for and with those on the margins  
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
  9.00 - 9.30am New Ebenezer Centre St James Rd Halifax 
  9.00 - 9.30pm Meet at Bull Ring Car park with Halifax Street  
  Angels  
Sunday 4th June: Pentecost 
  7.00 - 7.30 am Pray over the town at Beacon Hill  
 
More info on Facebook 
If you can’t attend the events you could pray for the theme each day. 
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             First aid 
 
Another item that came up at the PCC meeting was 
the fact that we only have one qualified first aider at 
St. John’s and so we are asking for members of the 
congregation to consider becoming a first aider. 
Training for this can be arranged. Please consider 
this and if you feel you could help have a word with 
Anita or Joan our church wardens. 

                  Parish Share 
 
 
At the last PCC meeting 23

rd
 May 2017 among the 

discussions on finance it was projected there 
would be a short fall of £9.000 for this year’s     
Parish Share. The total amount of the Parish 
Share is £39,081, at the end of May we have paid 
around 40%. The Parish Share is the largest expenditure we have, 
but there are also other bills to pay, i.e. utility bills, maintenance 
costs, insurance to mention just a few. We have been able to pay 
our Parish Share along with all other commitments in the past, 
thank you all for your faithful  giving, but please prayerfully           
consider this letter when  making  your future contribution’s as part 
of your giving back to God.         
 
Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 (NIV) 
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26th June 2017 
10.30am 

Mrs Margaret Usher 
'Career Opportunities Through 

The Ages' 

 
St. John’s Prayer Breakfast                                                            
Saturday 10th June at 8.30am in the               
Church Hall.     
            
Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks   in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.                                             
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 

                                        Bread of Life        

                                                                                                           
Bread and other items will be on sale at the                                                  

11.00am service on Sunday 25th June 

 

Date for your diaries  
 
Post Pentecost Praise Service lead by   
The Benefice Band 
at St Hilda’s Church Thursday 20th July 
7.30pm 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIq87pvr4sYCFecX2woduPMHmw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fdownload%2Fcup_of_coffee_clip_art_18811.html&ei=Hk-pVYo156_sBrjnn9gJ&bvm=bv.98
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News from the Food and Support Drop-in 
 
On the 6th May we gave out a total of 93 parcels including 1 for 
new people and 3 for families attending the Methodist Bus with 7            
children. We had 41 volunteers who helped on the Saturday. 
  
This figure for the volunteers does not include those who regularly 
come on Thursdays to help prepare the goods by splitting things 
up. This includes items such as sugar, rice, pasta, cereals, tea, 
coffee, shampoo, shower gel, washing up liquid, washing powder 
etc ready for Saturdays. This team consists of about 15 people. 
We also have a team of shoppers who collect things that we are 
short of each week such as 100 loaves bread, 100 cartons of milk, 
100 tins rice pudding, 100 tins Vegetables, 100 jars of pasta/curry 
sauce, 100 packs instant mash, coffee, shampoo, shower gel, 
washing up liquid, washing powder etc etc. They all do a fantastic 
job. If there is anyone who is willing to do shopping for us, such as 
collecting the bread for us early on a Saturday morning, say once a 
month, or for some of the other items, on a Thursday morning 
(again on a rota) or you wish to volunteer on a Saturday Morning 
please contact us.  
  
While we need everything on the list below, we are currently very 
short of tins of every kind, cereals, instant noodles, cakes, biscuits, 
and fillings to put into sandwiches. Sandwich fillings and instant 
meals such as noodles are vital for people who may have a kettle 
but no cooker or microwave.  
 
We are also short of shoes, socks and trainers, bath towels and 
DOUBLE SIZE BEDDING including; double sheets, double quilts, 
quilt covers, and pillows.  
  
The Drop In is open for deliveries every Thursday between 9am – 
12noon and every Saturday morning between 9 - 11.30am. These 
are the times we need volunteers. We also need people to help 
clean up after the doors close at 11.45am on Saturdays. If you 
wish to help at all, please get in touch. 
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Thursday and Saturday Gatherings are going very well too.              
Saturday Gathering has proved so popular that there is now a   
second group at St Hilda’s Church, Gibraltar Road, Halifax every 
Saturday night at 7pm.  
  
Once again thank you for all your support and prayers 
 

 

Tinned Meat, Corned beef, Ham etc Rice Toilet Rolls 

Pies, eg Fray Bentos Breakfast Cereals Roll on Deodorant 

Tinned Soup/Cup a Soup Curry Sauce/Pasta Sauce Soap 

Tinned Meals – Irish Stew etc 
Rice Pudding/Tinned 
Fruit 

Shampoo 

Tinned fish Other tinned puddings Shower Gel 

Tinned potatoes   Toothpaste 

Tinned Vegetables (Peas/Carrots/
Sweetcorn etc) 

Coffee Washing Up Liquid 

Tinned Baked Beans Sugar Washing Powder 

Instant Mash Potato Fruit squashes   

Instant Noodles/Pot Noodles etc Biscuits/Crackers Complete Dog Food 

Meat pastes, peanut butter & other 
savoury sandwich spreads 

Sweets (Individually 
wrapped if possible) 

Complete Cat Food 
  

Jam/Marmalade/Lemon Curd/
Chocolate spread etc 

UHT Milk Can Openers 

Small bars of chocolate or other            
individual treats 

Instant Hot Chocolate   

Bakery and fresh items for use in the free cafe 
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May 16
th
 was our evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the Church Hall 

when our speaker was Cherry Fancourt. She told us all about the 
Queen’s 90

th
 birthday celebration, that she was privileged to attend 

on behalf of the MU.   
 
Our June afternoon outing on June 1

st
 is to Newbank Garden             

Centre at West Vale for afternoon tea and a look around. We will 
meet at Newbank at 2.15p.m. 
 
June 5

th
 will be MU monthly Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at 

12 noon. This month it will be led by St. Hilda’s. 
 
We are invited to St Matthew’s Northowram for our MU Summer 
Festival this year on June 8

th
 at 7.30p.m. Please join us for a lovely 

service and supper. 
 
Our evening meeting in June is a summer outing on June 21

st
. We 

will meet at Stump Cross Inn at 6p.m. for 6.30p.m. meal and then 
weather permitting have a walk in Shibden Park. Please see            
Brenda if you would like to join us. 
 
There are no meetings in July so if you are away on holiday have a 
happy and restful break. MU events will start again in August so 
will see you then.  
                                                         
           SUSAN                   
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The deadline for contributions to the July Newsletter is 21st to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

June Diary    
 

Thursday   1st   Mother’s Union afternoon tea   
   6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday   6th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday    7th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                       
Thursday   8th 6.45pm Song Group practise                                          
Saturday  10th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday 13th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday  14th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                       
Thursday 15th 6.45pm Song Group practise    
Tuesday 20th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday  21st 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                       
Thursday 22nd 6.45pm Song Group practise                                          
Monday  26th  10.30am Coffee Club 
Tuesday 27th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s 
Wednesday  28th 9.00am Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s  
   2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                       
Thursday 29th 6.45pm Song Group practise                                          

                                                                                     
      

 Uniform Organizations 
 Meet weekly through term time. 

    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
  
 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                      

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

