St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
2nd July
8.30am
11.00am

Proper 8
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion

9th July
8.30am
11.00am

Proper 9
Holy Communion
Worship Service

16th July
8.30am
11.00am

Proper 10
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion

23rd July
8.30am
11.00am

Proper 11
Holy Communion BCP
Informal Service

30th July
8.30am
11.00am

Proper 12
Holy Communion BCP
Healing Service
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Letter from the Vicar
Have you ever wondered what you are here for? I
suppose that most of us don't, not most of the time
anyway. We just get up and do whatever we do, then
watch telly and go to bed and get up the next
morning.... Every so often an 'event' comes along, a
big event like a death in the family, or a little event like
a trip to the theatre and life shifts a bit, or a lot, for a
while, then slips back to normal in its proper time.
Some people put quite a lot of effort into finding a 'purpose' and this can
be very good as scientific breakthroughs are made or Africans have wells
dug or thousands of pounds are raised for some charity.
Sometimes though it is very bad, as someone finds a form of religion or
political grand solution and then decides their sacred duty is to plant
bombs or stab people or run people over or start wars in order that other
people can share their enlightenment.

It seems to me that to drift through life without any particular reason, then
die, is a bit of a waste, and to power through life hurting others to push
your particular agenda is just horrible. So what do we do? Finding a
'middle way' is rather nice but also missing the point, is there a reason
we are here or not? If there is then we ought to find it and pursue it, if
there isn't then everything becomes ultimately meaningless anyway, just
chasing after the wind.
The lectionary has started at the beginning recently and is going through
the book of Genesis. God created, and then saw that it was good. That's
a good start, we could be like God, (a bit). We could try to create
something good. Obviously we can't create universes, if everybody did
that we'd run out of room and besides I imagine it would be very complicated, but Genesis has an answer here too. He made us to look after his
creation, to tend to it. We can all do that, look after the bit of creation
around us, not just gardens and animals but people as well, after all we
are a part of creation, created out of earth and named after it too
(Adamah means earth in Hebrew).

There is nothing wrong with being zealous, there is everything wrong
when our zeal causes us to destroy God's creation, and everything right
when our zeal drives us to tend to God's creation. We lose this basic
truth sometimes in words like 'doing mission' and 'being faithful'. All too
often the signpost becomes the objective, the forest becomes one tree.
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Last week I wrote that serving God can sometimes become a barrier to
loving God. We chop down trees in order to save them or idolise the
signpost instead of going where it is pointing. Sticking around a signpost
can be comforting in its familiarity, and needs minimal effort too which is
nice, but it isn't being 'like God', even a bit.
Who did God call you to be? Not what did He make you for, that's
turning you into a cog in a machine, but who are you supposed to be?
And as (to some extent) we are what we do, what is the best thing for
you to do? Most people aren't exactly sure much of the time, but here's
a few pointers I've picked up;
Learn to do better the things you are good at, which is not necessarily
the things you are comfortable with! Remember we only learn what we
are good at by trying new things, you might be surprised!
Don't focus on the things you are not called to do. If God really wants it
done He will call someone who is supposed to do it.
Ask yourself, does God have the same expectations that you do? Might
be more, or less, or indeed just different but having the wrong expectations can cripple us.
Get your priorities right. You might need to find out what they are first,
but ask yourself 'is this activity which I spend a lot of time on a part of
tending God's creation'?
Work from God's love, not to gain it. God loves you already, no need to
prove anything to Him or work to gain any extra love from Him.
Unconditional love means exactly that. Being assured that God loves
you anyway will equip you perfectly to tend His creation.
Every time you look in a mirror ask yourself 'Do people see Jesus in
me?' This simple question is way more helpful than any amount of
grooming or make-up. If people see Jesus in you (even a bit) then you
are being who God made you to be, which is created in His image. And
that is a good thing. It is the very best thing in all the world.
Lord, help us to not just seek Jesus, but to be a bit like him. Help us to
look after your creation - just as He did. Amen

Revd Neal
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Tea Dance
at St. Hilda's
on Saturday, 8th July
from 2.00pm - 4.30pm
"Live" Music
Tea & Cakes
tickets £5
Everyone VERY welcome.
Dance or just come along and listen to the music.
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West View Park family fun day
Saturday 15th July 2017 12.00 to 4.00pm
In west view Park, Warley Road

Lot’s of activities for you and your family
Mobile cave +

Face Painting +

Children’s entertainer + Falcon Display +

Food Stalls + Lion Learners
Fun Day in West View Park 15th July 2017
Once again this year there will be a Fun Day in West View Park
when the local community come and spend the fun afternoon
together. As usual there will be lots of stalls and activities during
the afternoon and as part of that we at St. John’s are considering
having a bun stall. We will give away buns along with a leaflet
about St. John’s church, and so we will need lots of buns please.
We did this a few years ago and there was a really good response,
so much so we had to go out and buy more buns and so we will
need lots of buns. There will be more information nearer the time
on the Notice Sheet and July Newsletter.
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24th July 2017
Mr Donald Metcalf
'The Lost Garden of Heligan'
Followed by the AGM at 11.30am
St John’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 8th July at 8.30am
in the Church Hall.
Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK

Date for your diaries
Post Pentecost Praise Service lead by
The Benefice Band
at St Hilda’s Church
Thursday 20th July 7.30pm
Bread of Life
Bread and other items will be on sale at the
11.00am service on Sunday 23rd July
MARTIN AND MADELEINE INVITE YOU TO THEIR
OPEN HOUSE AND GARDEN
AT 12 WESTBOROUGH DRIVE HX2 7QN
SATURDAY 29 JULY
10.30am – 12.00 pm & 2.00 pm – 4.30 pm
TEA, COFFEE, SOFT COLD DRINKS, CAKE
DONATIONS TO ST AUGUSTINE’S CENTRE &
EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST
ALL ARE WELCOME
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Our June afternoon outing, on June 1st, was a very successful visit to
Newbank Garden Centre at West Vale for afternoon tea and a look
around. It was a beautiful sunny day and a very happy afternoon.

June 5th was MU monthly Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at 12 noon,
which was led by St. Hilda’s.
We were invited to St Mathew’s Northowram for our MU Summer Festival
this year on June 8th. It was a lovely service and as usual super supper.
Our evening meeting in June was a summer outing on June 21st. Several
MU members and friends met at Stump Cross Inn at 6p.m. for a very nice
meal and then some even ventured a walk in Shibden Park afterwards. It
was a beautiful summer evening enjoyed by all.
There are no meetings in July apart from Midday Prayers at Halifax
Minster on July 3rd at 12 noon, so if you are away on holiday have a
happy and restful break. MU events will start again in August so will see
you then.
SUSAN
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July Diary
Tuesday
4th 8.30am
Wednesday 5th 9.00am
2.00pm
Thursday
6th 6.45pm
Saturday
8th 8.30am
Tuesday
11th 8.30am
Wednesday 12th 9.00am
2.00pm
Thursday 13th 6.45pm
Saturday
15th 12.00noon
Tuesday
18th 8.30am
7.30pm
Wednesday 19st 9.00am
2.00pm
Thursday 20th 6.45pm
Saturday
22nd
Monday
24th 10.30am
Tuesday
25th 8.30am
Wednesday 26th 9.00am
2.00pm

Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Song Group practise
Prayer Breakfast
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Song Group practise
Family Fun Day in West View Park till 4pm
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
PCC meeting
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Song Group practise
Garden Party
Coffee Club
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s

Uniform Organizations
Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening
Explorer Scouts Friday evening

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter?
Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the August Newsletter is 19th July to:
David 330693
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
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