St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
6th August 9th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
11.00am
Holy Communion
13th August 10th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am
Holy Communion
11.00am
Worship Service
20th August 11th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
11.00am
Holy Communion
27th August 12th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am
Holy Communion BCP
11.00am
Informal Service
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Letter From The Vicarage
Life is full of surprises, and this is generally a good
thing. Surprises often bring about challenge and
growth, they keep us focused and make us question
things rather than just accept them. The disciples once
asked Jesus why he taught in parables and Jesus
replied 'so they don't understand me' (Matt. 13: 10 –
11), which is a bit surprising. Jesus often surprised the
disciples though so they often needed to question him,
to engage with him. Jesus constantly challenged
everyone he met, he still surprises us and as a consequence we, like the
disciples before us, gain knowledge, understanding and eventually faith.
It is often said life is a journey not a destination, and this is true. If we
think we have arrived at our destination then we stop growing, in
knowledge, understanding and faith.
It was a surprise to me (as much as anyone else) that I am now moving
on. I had expected to be at St Hilda's and St John's until retirement but
God had other plans, as He so often does. I guess/hope that I have done
what God expected me to do and so Kathy and I find our bags packed
and ready to go (though not on a jet plane if you are a John Denver fan).
But as Abraham said, God will provide, though at the time of writing this I
don't know what! It may be a logical step into chaplaincy – or it may be
as random as the move from driving 38 tonne lorries to being a vicar.
There will be changes for you too. Some people have already come
forward and are learning well new ways to serve the Kingdom, and God
is probably waiting for others to follow in perhaps unexpected ways. The
key thing is for all to remain open to God's leading, to resist the
temptation to just follow what is expected or return to the norm, in my
experience God never does that! Jesus leads forwards, not backwards.
When we remain open to God then great things, scary things, unusual
things, surprising things happen on a regular basis. Jesus came to bring
life in all its fullness. As St John's follows God's path, and remains open
to God, you can all expect to be surprised and challenged, and through
this to grow, just as the disciples did.
May God bless us all as we follow His way into the future, and give us
growth!

Revd Neal
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Summer Holiday Lunch Club:

Thursdays (27 July, 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st
August), 11.45-2pm.
Warley St. John’s church hall on Windle Royd
Lane, Warley, HX2 7LE.
Age 5-11 (younger children
will need adult supervision).
Contact tel. HX614404 or
email
SCHOUP@outlook.com.
Bread of Life
Bread and other items will be on sale at the
11.00am service on Sunday 27th August

Warley Town Walk and Scavenger
Hunt 20 August 2017
Registration at St. John’s Church, Warley at 1.30pm. Follow the
map, collect clues and finish at the Winterburn pub to collect your
certificate and prize!
Adults £1.00 Children 50p. Distance approx. 3 miles, generally
easy terrain. Public footpaths, one steep incline and stiles.
Enquiries to Elaina 01422 839458
Fun for all the family, prizes, certificates and beautiful scenery
along the way.
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We would like to invite you to join us
on the 4th Monday of each month
in
St John's Church, Warley
for Coffee, Friendship, and to enjoy
listening to a variety of Speakers.
Our meetings start at 10.30am and finish
at 12.00pm

Can you help
There is a special need for volunteers to help wash up and clean the dining
room after Saturday Gathering Meal. You would be needed between 8.309.30pm on Saturday evenings on a rota basis at The Gathering Place. If you
are interested or want more information please contact Michael Parkes or
Chris Butler at The Gathering Place. Please pray fully consider if you can help
with this ministry,
Thank You
5

Report from Warley Coffee Club
We continue to meet on the 4th Monday of each month and have
welcomed speakers on a variety of subjects during the past few
months.
Rev Neal spoke about 'God in Prison in September followed by Mr
J Adamson on a 'Woodcarvers Passion and Mr Gary Stringfellow
who gave us the history of the local Rushbearing Festival. At the
December meeting Mrs Norma Riley demonstrated crafts for
Christmas and invited members to make their own flowers and
cards. We followed her talk by enjoying a buffet lunch together.
In January 2017 Mr Stuart Atkins told us of his Life in Music, and in
February we had a very entertaining talk from Mrs Denise Adlard
on her time working in the medical profession. In March we were
encouraged by Mrs Jackie Deprelle to discover our Family History,
and in April Mr & Mrs Burrows invited us to identify many places of
interest in Yorkshire.
Mr Mel Cooke gave an extremely interesting account of his 2 week
tour of Iceland in May, and in June, Mrs Margaret Usher spoke
about Career Opportunities through the ages.
At our last meeting, in July, Mr Donald Metcalf told us about the
Lost Garden of Heligan. This was followed by our Annual General
Meeting.
During 2017 we had an outing in June to the Derbyshire Dales,
when 28 members and friends enjoyed morning coffee in Buxton
followed by a scenic tour to Carsington Water for lunch and then
on to Bakewell where we were fortunate to see some of the
famous Derbyshire Well Dressings. Although a rather wet day, we
had a very pleasant day out.

Yvonne Moore
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Joint Service on 16th July 2017
At our joint service on 9th July, we officially said our goodbyes to
Neal and Kathy. Neal’s last Sunday is 6th August with a leaving
date of 26th August. This was a happy/sad occasion. Happy,
because we could share together, worship together and eat
together but sad because Neal and Kathy are leaving us.
Neal was instituted on 2nd March 2015 so has been with us for 2
years and 5 months. He has in effect been the first Vicar of the
Joint Benefice – Tony Street was Priest-in-Charge. So, in this
regard he has laid the foundations for the future upon which we
must now build.
We thank Neal/Kathy for their ministry among us. On the front of
the magazine from St. Hilda’s were printed the words, ‘In August
we have to say goodbye to Neal/Kathy – we really don’t want to
lose them but we have to rejoice in the difference they’ve made to
our church. Thank you and good luck for the future in whatever
comes next’ – which was well put. These are sentiments which I’m
sure we echo from St. John’s as well.
We wish Neal/Kathy all the best for the future and we pray for
God’s blessing on them as they seek to serve God in Chaplaincy
work or to whatever God calls them to do. There’s that wonderful
saying, ‘I know not what the future holds but I know who holds the
future.’ We are all in God’s hands and he will provide for us in all
circumstances.
We made a collection across our two churches and we presented
this to Neal/Kathy (£520). This gift came with all our thanks,
prayers and good wishes for the future.

St John’s Prayer Breakfast
Saturday 12th August at 8.30am
in the Church Hall.
Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK
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There were no meetings in July apart from Midday Prayers at Halifax
Minster on July 3rd at 12 noon led by St George’s Church.
August 1st is the Deanery Cream Tea and Tombola at Bradshaw
Church from 2p.m. to 4p.m. Tickets are available priced £2.50 or you
can pay at the door, so please support this if you can.
August 3rd will be our afternoon meeting at 2.15p.m at Joan’s. This will
take the form of Strawberry Tea and a Knit and Natter afternoon so do
come along and take part. Knitters and sewers are needed and all will
be provided.
August 7th will be the next Midday Prayers at 12 noon at Halifax Minster led by Bradshaw Church.
Mary Sumner Day is August 9th and there will be a service at 7p.m. at
Christ Church Sowerby Bridge to celebrate this. All are invited.
Our evening meeting in August will be Programme Planning on August
16th at 7.30p.m. at 129, Paddock Lane. Do come along with lots of
ideas for next year’s meetings.
Lots of events for you to enjoy in August so hope to see you then,
SUSAN
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August Diary
Tuesday
1st 8.30am
Wednesday 2nd 9.00am
2.00pm
Tuesday
8th 8.30am
Wednesday 9th 9.00am
Saturday
12th 8.30am
2.00pm
Tuesday
15th 8.30am
Wednesday 16st 9.00am
2.00pm
Tuesday
25th 8.30am
Wednesday 26th 9.00am
2.00pm
Monday
28th 10.30am

Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Prayer Breakfast
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. John’s
Morning Prayer, The Office, at St. Hilda’s
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Coffee Club

Uniform Organizations
Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening
Explorer Scouts Friday evening

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter?
Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/

Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the September Newsletter is 23rd August to:
David 330693
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
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