
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 

1st October 16th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am  Holy Communion 
 
8th October 17th Sunday after Trinity     
  8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am  Worship Service 
 
15th October 18th Sunday after Trinity      
  8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am  Holy Communion 
 
22nd October 19th Sunday after Trinity  
  8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am  Informal Worship  
    
29th October Bible Sunday  
  8.30am  Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am  Worship Service 
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OCTOBER LETTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
This is the season of Harvest Festivals, popular not only in                
churches but in schools and the wider community and therefore an 
opportunity to invite and to welcome people to our services and  
harvest events. But how far is harvest actually relevant? Today we 
can buy fruit and vegetables all the year round in our supermarkets 
and most of us live in urban surroundings. 
 

The answer is to appreciate that our harvest celebrations actually 
should be called “Harvest Thanksgiving”. We thank God for all he 
has given us, not least the food and drink we need to live. It all 
goes back to God’s people of Israel who tell their story each year 
to remind themselves that there was a time when they were not a  
people, but slaves. God delivered them from slavery and led them 
through the desert, providing them with rather basic food and drink 
on the way to teach them that “Man shall not live by bread alone 
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” Then 
God gave them a land, ‘flowing with milk and honey’ where they 
could settle and live in peace and prosperity as long as they were 
faithful to God and his commandments. So the people of Israel 
knew that they owed everything to God. They therefore kept a fes-
tival of Thanksgiving, bringing the firstfruits of their crops to the 
temple in Jerusalem and offering them in gratitude to God. They 
were also commanded to remember the poor, the foreigner and the 
widows and to include them in their celebrations remembering the 
hardships Israel had suffered in Egypt. 
 

We stand in that tradition. Most of us are not farmers, but some of 
us are gardeners, and those of us who grow fruit and vegetables 
know that this has been a good year. Madeleine and I have been 
enjoying gooseberries, raspberries, blackcurrants, redcurrants, 
plums and apples from our garden. At church we and others have 
brought produce to share which always tastes better than shop 
food. I hope we can still decorate our churches with produce            
because it looks good and smells great! Of course fresh food 
doesn’t last, so tinned and dried food helps when we know it can 
be used by those who come to the Ebenezer Food Drop-In Centre.  
Offering harvest gifts is all about giving thanks to God and sharing 
with others, especially the less fortunate.  
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I read somewhere “I give, but only to the deserving.” The trees in 
your orchards and the crops in your fields tell us “not so.” They give 
to live, for to withhold is to perish. This is the pattern God shows us 
not only in creation but supremely in Jesus who gave himself up to 
death for us to show the sacrificial generosity of God’s love. Giving 
and thanksgiving are at the heart of how we are called to live. 
 
I remember when I worked with the church in Trinidad how 
“thanksgiving” was kept not only at Harvest but at other times as 
well. When somebody had recovered from a serious illness or       
operation they would have a “Thanksgiving” at their home. I would 
be invited to lead a service in the home where friends, neighbours, 
church members and children would be invited. Following the          
service there would be a feast of roti and chicken and lots of tasty 
local food. After the meal we would all be sent off home with bags 
of goodies from the leftovers. It was always a joyful and touching 
occasion. 
 
Thanksgiving is a great antidote to all the doom and gloom that is 
often around. If you are thankful you notice more easily the                
kindness of others, you appreciate the gifts of creation around you, 
the beauty of nature and art and music. You not only enjoy these 
things, but you give thanks to God the giver. 
 
Our worship is all about thanksgiving. It is why we come to church. 
The service of Holy Communion is often called a “Eucharist” which 
means thanksgiving. So “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It 
is right to give him thanks and praise.” 
 
May God bless you all. 
Martin C. Russell 
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Grace is Just, But is it Fair? 
 
     Life is not fair. 
  
Jesus often taught in parables, and some of these do not sit easily with 
our ideas of what is, or is not, 'fair'. 
  
In the parable of the workers in the vineyard (Matt 20: 1-16), Jesus       
describes the owner of a vineyard who, as was the custom, hired people 
to pick his grapes for an agreed rate for the day.  Some pickers did not 
start work until several hours into the working day, and others turned up 
even later when it was approaching 'clocking off' time.  Yet everyone      
received the same amount of pay - the sum promised to the early       
starters.  Naturally, when the diligent grape pickers who had laboured for 
12 hours discovered that they were paid no more than the 'scivers and 
lay abouts' who'd worked for only 6, 3 or even only 1 hour, the cry went 
up; 

 
'It's not fair.' 

 
Most of us would be inclined to concur. 12 hours of grape picking should 
be   rewarded more generously than 1 hour.  For an employer not 
to reward his employees in proportion to their efforts and/or results could 
send them a dangerous message. 
  
OK, so consider another parable which, at first sight, seems to convey 
almost the polar opposite message.  In the parable of the pounds (AV) 
(Luke 19: 11-26), ten servants were each given charge of an identical 
sum of money and instructed by their master to 'put it to work'.  Some 
were more successful than others, and they were rewarded with further 
responsibilities in proportion to the returns they had achieved.  One            
servant had made no effort whatsoever, and consequently achieved 
nothing.  When the master ordered that the money which he had left in 
trust with the unproductive servant be taken from him and invested with 
the most productive, the same cry went up; 

 
'It's not fair'. 

 
So which situation is 'not fair'? Paying everyone the same, regardless of 
time and effort invested, or taking resources from the wasteful             
non-achiever who has very little to begin with and investing them with 
someone who seems to have  
already earned more than his 'fair' share? 
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In God's economy, the workers in neither parable were treated unfairly. 
 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways" declares the Lord. 

"as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts" (Isaiah 55: 9-10) 
 
In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus is not advocating 
employment practice.  He is illustrating God's grace. The point about 
grace is that it is not fair, but unmerited favour, and for us sinners that is 
just as well.  In the parable, no one was short changed.  The vineyard 
owner's generosity to the late arrivals did not make the all-day-grafters 
any worse off, even though they felt aggrieved.  We might see the            
parable differently when we remember that perhaps we might be among 
the late arrivals, dependent on God's grace and not our own totally      
inadequate efforts. 
  
In the parable of the pounds, rewards were given according to efforts  
expended and consequent results.  Furthermore, the similar but not  
identical parable of the talents (Matt 25: 14-30), indicates that in some 
cases the resources entrusted to the stewardship of different servants 
depends on those servants' differing abilities.  The ultimate fate of the 
servants who scorned their responsibilities towards their master does 
indicate dire eternal consequences for those who reject God's authority 
and his grace.  Yet, while our eternal destiny rests on whether we have 
accepted or rejected God's gracious offer of eternal life through Jesus, 
God does reward his people for faithful service.  Such rewards may take 
the form of further resources and responsibilities , to be used in turn to 
honour God in this life.  Of even greater value; 
  
"The Son of Man (Jesus) is going to come in his Father's glory with his 
angels, 
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done."          
(Matt 16: 27) 
  
St Paul wrote about valuable works of service that will stand the test of 
fire and will be rewarded in Heaven, while other works will be proved to 
be worthless and will be annihilated.  The determining factor is whether 
or not those works were 'built on the foundation of Jesus Christ'.             
(1 Cor 3: 10-15) 
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The gift of salvation is wholly dependent on God's grace. 
  

"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not 
from   yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no-one can 

boast. 
 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do." (Eph 2: 8-10) 

  
What may not be fair by human standards, by God's grace, is just. We 

thank God for that. 
  
Elizabeth Jenkins 
Edited by John White and Stephen Bradberry 

Circle Dance  
Dear All, 
We had a good session last Saturday with two 
new dances for peace, very moving. 
Our next three dates are: Saturdays 14 October, 
11 November and 2 December 2017. 
10am-12.30pm followed by soup lunch.                     
Christ Church, Pellon, Church Lane                                          
Halifax HX20EF 
Madeleine 

Words of Wisdom  

 

Christ paid a debt he didn't owe to satisfy a debt we couldn't pay. 

 

When trouble overtakes you, let God take over. 

 

We are saved by what Christ did, not by what we do. 

 

Keep your eyes on God; He never takes his eyes off you. 
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Calendars available from  John White 
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Our next Prayer Breakfast will be on           
14th October at 8.30am in the Church Hall.  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;                          
his love endures for ever.   Psalm 106: 1          

 
 
 

23rd October 2017 
10.30am 

Miss Margaret Seed 
'Poems' 

Interfaith Ladies: 
Next meeting: Tuesday 24 October, Halifax Fire Station,  
Theme: Women and Society, A group discussion with everyone 
giving their views from their particular perspective as to the role 
and importance of women in society. 

 

Martin Luther said: 
When I wake up, the devil comes and argues with me,              

until I say: Get lost. 



13 

 

Our evening meeting on September 19
th
 took a Harvest theme 

with a Faith Supper afterwards. Members brought along a varied               
selection of items to share together and then we enjoyed a  
lovely supper. 
 
October 2

nd
 is the next MU Midday prayers at 12 noon at Halifax 

Minster. This will be led by Greetland Branch on this occasion. 
 
Our afternoon meeting is on October 5

th
 at 2.15p.m. at                        

129, Paddock Lane.  Jean Baines will be telling us all about her 
Canadian Adventure holiday. 
 
Our evening meeting is on October 19

th
 when we will be going 

to the Playhouse to see the Stage Door Studio presentation of 
Me and My Girl. This will be at 7.15p.m. 
 
Please do join us for any of our events; you will be made very           
welcome. 
  
Many thanks. 
                                              SUSAN                   

The Mothers’ Union is a world wide organisation 
You can find out more by visiting their web site at: 

 http://www.mothersunion.org/ 



14 

 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

October  Diary 
 
Tuesday 3rd 8.30am Morning Prayer, Saying ’The Office’ 
Wednesday  4th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s   
Thursday  5th 2,15pm Mothers’ Union     
   6.45pm Song Group practice  
Saturday   7th  7.30pm Leprosy Mission (Churches together) 
Tuesday 10th 8.30am Morning Prayer, Saying ’The Office’ 
Wednesday 11th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s  
Saturday 14th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday 17th 8.30am Morning Prayer, Saying ’The Office’            
Wednesday 18th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s          
Thursday 19th   Mother’s Union Theatre visit 
Monday 23rd 10.30am Warley Coffee Club           
Tuesday 24th 8.30am Morning Prayer, Saying ’The Office’ 
Wednesday 25th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s              
Thursday 26th 6.45pm Song Group practice  
Tuesday 31st 8.30am Morning Prayer, Saying ’The Office’ 
 

 
 
 
 

Uniform Organizations 
 
    Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts Friday evening  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The deadline for contributions to the November Newsletter is 20th October to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/

