St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
3rd December 1st Sunday of Advent
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
10th December 2nd Sunday of Advent
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Worship Service
17th December 3rd Sunday of Advent
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
24th December Christmas Eve
10.15am Holy Communion
6.00pm Christingle Carol Service
25th December Christmas Day
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
31st December 1st after Christmas
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Baptism Service
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Letter from Stephen

Dear Friends,
We are now well into the interregnum. It seems
strange not having a vicar to call on but we have a
very competent team of people who are keeping things going.
There is a caring and positive attitude. Thank you for all your hard
work. The profiles and brochures have now all been submitted. It is
also good to hear different voices participating in the services on a
Sunday. A vacancy can often be a time of blessing, of consolidating and coming closer together. A different angle and a different
perspective are sometimes quite helpful.
As we approach Christmas and the New Year we can be confident
of God’s love for us. God sent his son Jesus so that we might have
life. Whenever we feel low, when we feel tired or alone, when we
feel that no one cares or understands – then just remember that
God cares. His love is all embracing. He will keep us safe. He will
give us strength. He will enfold us in his love and his power as we
follow him in faith.
Many gifts will be exchanged over this Christmas time but the
greatest gift that we can give is ourselves. We can use our gifts in
the service of others to bring love and peace to our world. At this
time of the year we hear about the homeless, the lonely and those
who sleep out in the cold with little food and comfort. This Advent
many churches and Christian centres are running shelters for
homeless people. We think too of the homeless across the world
and we pray for them.
Jesus was born in poverty and obscurity, far from the centres of
earthly power. He came that we might have life. Out of love for us
he took upon himself our human condition, our fragility, our vulnerability, and he opened up for us the path that leads to the fullness
of life, to share in the life of God himself.
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The wise men had faith in God and trusted that he would guide
and lead them. In the year ahead we need the same faith, trust
and courage. In the same way that the wise men had the star to
guide them, so we have Jesus as our guide and strength. If we
have difficulties in our lives then we need to ask God to help and
lead us. In the same way, we pray that God will guide in the
appointment of a new vicar.
The New Year we will see some changes in the life of the church
not least in filling this vacancy. I pray with you that God will send
the right person to lead our churches. What is important is that we
support each other and unite around the new incumbent so that
God’s work may go forward with power.
“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith” If we keep
our eyes fixed on him then he will lead us and guide us. We will
find that we have that love in our lives and his joy in our hearts. I
pray that God will bless us all with his Holy Spirit that we may
continue to be a beacon of light in this community. I know not
what the future holds but I know who holds the future!
May God give you all his love and joy and peace!
Stephen

St. John’s Prayer Breakfast

9th December at 8.30am in the Church Hall.

"Goodness is stronger than evil;
Love is stronger than hate;
Light is stronger than darkness;
Life is stronger than death;
Victory is ours through Him
who loves us."
~Desmond Tutu
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Financial update
Below is a breakdown of our Income and Expenditure for the
current financial year. As you can see, despite the generosity of
our congregation, Friends of Warley and several generous
donations we have a projected shortfall of £9,189.61 which
means that we will not be able to pay our Parish Share in full.
The PCC have considered this situation and would ask that you
support them by:a.

Praying for our Church, for growth in particular and that the
Lord will send us a new vicar

b.

Perhaps you could also consider a 'one off' gift during
December so that we can pay more of our Parish Share
than we are currently able, and to perhaps increase your
giving in 2018.

We are very privileged to serve the Lord at St John's as part of a
very loving and caring Church - together we can continue to
serve our community and meet our commitments in full.
If anyone has any questions (or suggestions) please speak to a
member of the PCC or Finance Team.
Margaret Whiteley; Yvonne Moore; John White and Joan Aspin.
See page 5 income and expenses sheet.

God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9: 7b
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Income and
Expenditure
Actual to 31 Estimate November
October 2017
December 2017

Total for
the year

Income
Congregation Giving

24,630.30

3,361.00

27,991.30

Donations

4,538.91

600.00

5,138.91

Tax Recovered

8,285.62

2,000.00

10,285.62

Rental Income

13,815.00

1,140.00

14,955.00

Fundraising

501.00

0.00

501.00

Legacies
Other

507.46
710.35

0.00
0.00

507.46
710.35

Total

52,988.64

7,101.00

60,089.64

154.90

80.00

234.90

27,000.00

12,081.00

39,081.00

Premises Insurance

4,587.66

920.00

5,507.66

Utilities

8,963.65

1,410.00

10,373.65

Premises Repairs

8,253.36

1,050.00

9,303.36

Other Items

1,168.68

110.00
3,500.00

1,278.68
3,500.00

50,128.25

19,151.00

69,279.25

2,860.39

-12,050.00

-9,189.61

Expenses
Expenses of Office
Parish Share

Tithes
Total Expenses
Excess of Income
over Expenditure
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Instead of giving one another Christmas cards this year there will
be one big card in church for everyone to sign and a plate for
donations which will go to: The PCC will decide at the next
meeting and I will put it in the next weekly Notice Sheet.

11th December 2017
Dr Judy Blezzard
The Carol: A Christmas Crib
followed by a Christmas Lunch

Carol Praise and Afternoon Tea
Sunday 17th December Everyone is invited
to join us from 3.00pm onwards to sing
Christmas Carols and to enjoy
afternoon tea.
If you would like to donate a cake your
contribution would be greatly
appreciated. Please have a word with
Yvonne or any member of the
Song Group.
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Our evening meeting was on November 21st when we made
window displays, depicting Christmas songs and carols, to
decorate the church for Christmas.
Midday prayers will be on Monday, December 4th at Halifax
Minster so please come along if you can.
There will be an Advent Service on Wednesday 6 th December at
1.30p.m. at Halifax Minster for the Huddersfield area
Archdeaconry. This will be led by Bishop Johnathan and our
Branch has been asked to help with the refreshments.
Please Note
MU CHRISTMAS PARTY
Thursday December 7th
5p.m to 8p.m in the Church Hall
Tea served at 5.30p.m
PLEASED DO JOIN US - All members of the congregation and
friends will be made very welcome. You have nothing to bring but
yourselves.
Next year’s programme will be available at the party.
Advance notice
MU Wave of Prayer in Church
Tuesday 9th January 2.30 – 3p.m.
Could I wish all MU members and their families a very Happy
Christmas and every blessing for the New Year.
SUSAN
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December Diary
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday

2nd 9.30am
5th 9.00am
6th 2.00pm
7th 5.00pm
9th 8.30am
11th 10.30am
12th 9.00am
2.30pm
5.30pm
Wednesday 13th 2.00pm
5.30pm
Thursday 14th 6.45pm
Sunday
17th 3.00pm
Monday
18th 7.00pm
Tuesday
19th 10.00am
Tuesday
20th 8.30am

Decorating Church
Morning Prayer, The Office
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Mother’s Union Christmas Party
Prayer Breakfast
Christmas at Warley Coffee Club
Morning Prayer, The Office
Warley Town School Nativity in church
Warley Town School Nativity in church
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Warley Town School Nativity in church
Song Group practise
to 5.30pm. Afternoon Tea and Carols
Carols at ASDA
Warley Pre-school Nativity Play in church.
Morning Prayer, The Office

Uniform Organisations
Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening
Explorer Scouts Friday evening

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the January 2017 Newsletter is 20th
December to: David 330693
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
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