St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
7th Jan 1st Sunday of Epiphany
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
14th Jan 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Worship Service
21st Jan 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion

28th Jan Presentation of Christ
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Informal Service
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Letter from Conway
How does it feel to create something? How would you
like other people to treat what you’ve made? To
whom does the Earth belong? Psalm 24 says, “The
Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it”. How do you
think God wants us to treat Creation? We are commanded to love God and also to love everything God loves. But, for
example, how can we really love an asthmatic child when we’re filling its
lungs with pollution? How can we apply Biblical principles to understanding and protecting our environment? This is our mandate to be good
stewards of God’s Creation. Of course, you won’t find any direct
references to “carbon footprints”, “ecological crisis”, “sustainable living” or
any other “buzzwords” in the Bible but it should still be obvious that environmental concern (and action) is a key part of being a Christian.
In recent years, Christians have warmed to the ideals of the environmental movement, sharing many of the same goals. The Lord gave humanity
dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:6) and wasted resources and
environmental damage do not reflect love for our neighbours or respect
for Creation.
In his book, “Cosmic Grace, Humble Prayer”, John Chryssavgis says:
“To commit a crime against the natural world is a sin. For humans to
cause species to become extinct and to destroy the biological diversity of God’s Creation… for humans to degrade the integrity of Earth
by causing changes to its climate; by stripping the Earth of its
natural forests, or destroying its wetlands… for humans to injure
other humans with disease… for humans to contaminate the Earth’s
waters, its land, its air, and its life with poisonous substances…
these are sins”.
So why should Christians care about the environment?
Christ died to reconcile all of Creation to God (Colossians 1:20).
All of Creation belongs to Jesus (Colossians 1:16, Psalm 24:1).
We are instructed to love God and love what God loves (1 John 3:1117).
Environmental damage tends to harm the poor and less powerful.
We are called to care for them (Matthew 25:37-40).
John RW Stott, in his book “Under the Bright Wings”, puts it this way:
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“Christian people should surely have been in the vanguard of the
movement for environmental responsibility, because of our
doctrines of Creation and stewardship. Did God make the world?
Does He sustain it? Has He committed its resources to our care?
His personal concern for His own Creation should inspire us to be
equally concerned”.
This is “Creation Care”. Caring for all of God’s Creation by stopping and
preventing activities that are harmful and participating in activities that
further Christ’s reconciliation of all of Creation to God.
“Lord, may we love all Your Creation,
All the earth and every grain of sand in it.
May we love every leaf, every ray of Your light.
May we love all the animals;
You have given them the rudiments of thought and joy,

Let us not trouble it;
Let us not harass them,
Let us not deprive them of their happiness,
Let us not work against your intent.
For we acknowledge unto you that all is like an ocean,
All is flowing and blending,
And that to withhold any measure of love from anything in Your
universe
Is to withhold that same measure from You.
Amen

Conway
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New Year

Time for new beginnings
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Christmas
decorations

Two gloating grandparents we attended our grandsons first
nativity concert of Warley, St. John’s Pre-school in church and
enjoyed every minute watching the children perform along with
other parents and grandparents, the church was full and
everyone enjoyed the performance, well done to all the children
and staff.
But the question keeps coming back to me every year at this
time. What happens to the baby Jesus after Christmas?
Santa has gone back to Lapland for a well earned rest. The
tree and cards have been re-cycled and the decorations put
away until next Christmas. The media will tell us whether or not
we have had a good Christmas depending on how much profit
retailers have made and how much debt we have got ourselves
into, but what about Jesus? Is he put away with the Christmas
decorations until next year, or do you follow him and spend
time with him as he journeys to the cross at Easter and
beyond?
I find it so sad that most children these days won’t find out why
Jesus came from heaven to earth to be with us. David
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St. John’s Prayer Breakfast
13th January at 8.30am in the
Church Hall.
In the morning O Lord, you hear my
voice; in the morning I lay my request
before you and wait in expectation.
Psalm 5: 3

Food and Support Drop-in
Thank you for your support

22nd January 2018

10.30am
Yorkshire Air Ambulance
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
Our MU Christmas Party on December 7th went very well and was
a really happy occasion. Next year’s programmes were available
and hopefully we have planned a variety of interesting meetings.
The first event will be Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster on
January 8th at 12 noon.
Our annual MU Wave of Prayer Service will be in Church on
Tuesday 9th January 2.30 – 3p.m. Please try to attend as we pray
for our linked Diocese overseas.

Our AGM will be on January 16th at 7.30p.m. in the Church Hall.
This is a very important meeting when we review the past year,
and learn more about the amazing projects the MU is involved with
throughout the world. This will be followed by a Bring and Share
New Year Supper. Do come along and find out what MU is all
about.
Could I remind members that subscriptions are due to be given to
Jean by the AGM. Details are in your programme.
We are invited to a service at Highgate Methodist Church at
2.30p.m. on January 23rd as part of the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity.
ALL are invited to any of our meetings you will be made very
welcome.
SUSAN
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January Diary
Thursday
Tuesday

4th 6.45pm
9th 8.30am
2.30pm
Thursday
11th 6.45pm
Saturday
13th 8.30am
Tuesday
16th 8.30am
7.30pm
Wednesday 17th 2.00pm
Thursday
18th 6.45pm
Monday
22nd 10.30am
Tuesday
23rd 8.30am
Wednesday 24th 2.00pm
Thursday
25th 6.45pm
Tuesday
30th 8.30am
Wednesday 31st 2.00pm

Song Group practise
Morning Prayer
MU Wave of Prayer Service
Song Group practise
Prayer Breakfast
Morning Prayer, The Office
Mothers’ Union
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Song Group practise
Coffee Club
Morning Prayer, The Office
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Song Group practise
Morning Prayer, The Office
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s

Uniform Organisations
Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening
Explorer Scouts Wednesday evening

St. John’s Website
https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn
Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the February 2018 Newsletter is 18th
January to: David 330693
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
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