
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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 Services this month  
                                                                                                                             
4th March 3rd Sunday of Lent 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
11th March Mothering Sunday  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Worship Service 
 
18th March 5th Sunday of Lent     
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
25th March Palm Sunday  
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Parade Service 
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Letter from Madeleine 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Recently I changed a little habit I have had for a life time. It just 
happened, out of the blue, it was not a decision. And I thought: 
How did I not think of this before, it is so much easier this way.  
I am also a very keen cook, as you know (Martin just has not a 
chance!). I do not do fancy things but like it to be tasty. Also I do 
not throw things away. So I open the fridge, look at things and 
think: What needs using up today? I may have decided in the 
evening before to take something out of the freezer. I may look in 
the many cookery books I have and don’t use enough. So,                
recently we have had some combinations we have never tasted 
before. And I say to Martin: It’s amazing, at my age I still learn 
new things! 
In the Lent course at New Hope we shared about learning and 
changing all our lives. As Christians we keep learning, often 
steadily, sometimes in a leap, sometimes through trial and       
hardship. Looking back over my life I more and more believe, that 
we are led. The love of God is there, holding us and guiding us. 
Seeming coincidences happen, and they happen for our good.  
This feeling of being held and guided, even in seemingly small 
and mundane matters, gives me deep contentment. I can ‘rest in 
the Lord’. I do not need to go through Lent with a feeling of being 
pushed from behind and a fear that I am not good enough as a 
Christian.  
On the other hand I do not sit back (as you all know). God does 
not sit back and watch the world destroy itself. God is in every-
thing. In the relationship of the Trinity there is constant flow of the 
divine love. This love is drawing us in, not into a closed circle, but 
an open circle which is constantly pouring out the love for the 
whole world. 
In this love there is a restlessness, a desire for more life, more 
love. So, when I become aware of my sins, my weak sides, this 
spurs me on to make new choices, and to let myself be changed. 
The love of the Trinity is changing the world, despite what we 
hear in the news. ‘Goodness is stronger than evil, love is stronger 
than hate’ (Desmond Tutu). 
May God’s love bless you all. 
     Madeleine 
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A Quick Guide For Reading the Book of Revelation 
 
 
In all the time I’ve been at St John’s, it’s strange to think that one of 
the books attributed to the very person our church is named after – 
the Book of Revelation – has never been covered in any great 
depth. Although, come to think of it, it’s perhaps not so strange – 
but it is rather sad. The Book of Revelation is a tough book to read 
and even tougher to understand. It is full of strange and often scary 
imagery, confusing numbers, time references, and much more. 
However, with just a few guidelines for understanding certain con-
fusing elements, the book opens up as an important and helpful 
book for Christians. 
 
The first thing that helps us understand the book is appreciating 
the kind of book it actually is. John tells us in the opening           
chapter that what he has written is a prophecy from Jesus.  
Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this       
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep 
what is written in it, for the time is near. (Rev. 1:3) 
In addition, Tony Street used to describe it as “A book of pictures” 
which, I think, is a very useful phrase. So the first thing we need to 
understand is that the book is visual prophecy.  
 
The next thing we need to understand is that this prophesy was 
given to John in a series of visions. 
I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, when I heard behind me a 
loud voice like a trumpet saying, Write what you see… (Rev. 
1:10-11) 
The fact that John was in the Spirit and that God says to him to 
“write what you see” both point to the fact that what John is       
writing is direct revelation from God communicated through visions, 
making the book visionary prophecy (Rev. 22:16). As with the other 
visions, like Joseph's dreams for instance (Gen. 37:1-11), much of 
what John sees is strange and needs interpretation. 
 
Thirdly, because Revelation is a vision, it is full of symbolism.          
Revelation often has references to symbolism from other       
prophecies and visions, like the visions of Daniel, Ezekiel, and 
Zechariah. Some things in the visions are symbolic and interpreted 
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within the vision, such as the lampstands representing the          
churches (Rev. 1:20). Other things in the vision are simply          
accessories, like in a dream. To understand what is symbolic and 
what isn't, a good rule of thumb is looking for what the thing does 
within the vision - if the thing accomplishes something, it usually 
symbolizes something that relates to real life. Sometimes the text 
interprets the symbolism for us, and sometimes the symbolism   
relates to something from the Old Testament, but most of the  
characters described in Revelation are doing something. That way 
you know they are important. 
 
Fourthly, numbers in Revelation are flexible and symbolic. For   
instance, the number seven represents wholeness and complete-
ness. It is Gods perfect number. For example, the opening         
benediction says, 
Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and 
who is coming; and from the seven spirits who are before His 
throne; and from Jesus Christ. (Rev. 1:4-5) 
The number seven here symbolizes the Holy Spirit’s wholeness 
and completeness and is a reference to Zechariah 4:10. By        
contrast, later in Revelation, John refers to the Holy Spirit in the 
singular (Rev. 1:10; 2:7, 11, 17). 
Similarly, the number twelve and anything divisible by twelve is the 
number of the people of God (Rev. 7:1-12). Twelve has always 
been an important number in the Bible because there were twelve 
tribes of Israel and twelve apostles. Multiples of ten are used to 
represent an indefinite yet large number of whatever is described. 
Similarly, sixes represent man in his incomplete, flawed state (God 
created Adam, our imperfect descendent, on the sixth day). 
 
The fifth thing to remember is that time is flexible and indefinite. 
Because it is a vision, time is fluid, not strictly chronological. Like in 
a dream, time doesn’t work the same way as in the real world. 
Revelation is a visual picture of things, some of which are past, 
some of which are present, and some of which are future. 
 
 
        Continued on page 6 
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The next Circle Dance 
Saturday 17 March 10am-12.45pm,                       
followed by soup lunch. Christ Church,                            
Pellon.     Donation £4.00-5.00 
Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991 
Thank you. 

Revelation is primarily a visual representation, making it more like 
scenes that switch around to different times to show different 
things rather than showing one long chronological story. 
                   
 
Following on from this, point six is that the book of Revelation is a 
series of visions, but not every vision represents the same thing, 
nor are they in any strict chronological order. One event is often 
portrayed from multiple angles. In other words, there is actually a 
lot of repetition in the book that operates like scenes of a movie. 
One scene may talk about an event from the perspective of one or 
two characters, and another scene will discuss the same event but 
from a different perspective or angle or talk about different parts of 
the event. 
 
I hope this guide to understanding some of the more difficult       
elements of the book helps you to open the Book of Revelation 
more easily. Jesus' last prophecy to his church before the final 
judgment is his last word to us: 
I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these 
things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
David, the bright morning star. The Spirit and the Bride say, 
Come. And let the one who hears say, Come. And let the one 
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of 
life without price. (Rev. 22:16-17) 
We don't have to give up on the book; the Lord has given us   eve-
rything we need to understand it because it is for us - for our en-
couragement and our wisdom and endurance. 

Conway 
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Churches together Lent Course  
 
                                                       

The Course continues at New Hope Church,                         
Warley Road on: 

 
Tuesday 6th March 7.00pm for 7.30pm                                               

 
until Tuesday 20th March   

        
The theme is Lay Ministry 

 

Please join us for a 
Frugal Lenten Lunch 

Soup and a roll 
Sunday 18th March  

              12.45 pm 
            Tickets £5 

            Proceeds to the 
           Bible Society   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

Wednesday 14th Feb 7.30 pm  Ash Wednesday Service at St Hilda's 
 

Tuesday  20th Feb 7 for 7.30pm Churches Together - Lent Course starts at
   Hope Church, Highroad Well. (every Tues for 5 weeks) 
Sunday 11th March 11.00 Mothering Sunday  
Sunday  18th March 12.45 pm Lent Lunch 
Sunday 25th March  11.00am  Palm Sunday Parade Service 
Thursday  29th March   7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Service at St John's 
 

Friday  30th March  10.30 am Good Friday Mediation Service at St John's 
                                      7.30 pm Taize Service at St Hilda's 
 

Saturday  31st March     1.00 pm Easter Sing at ASDA Churches Together 
Sunday  1st April     6.30 am Sunrise Service at St John's 
       8.30 am Easter Holy Communion 
     11.00 am Easter Holy Communion 
 

Sunday  15th April   11.00 am Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 

Thursday  10th May     7.30 pm Ascension Day Service at Mount Tabor 
 

Sunday  20th May     3.00 pm   Songs of Praise followed by Tea 
 

Saturday  16th June     2.00 pm  Afternoon Tea & Flower Arranging 
 

Saturday  21st July     6.00 pm  BBQ 
 

Saturday  1st Sept       9.30 am  Rushbearing 
 

Date t.b.a.             Fashion Show 
 

Saturday  22nd Sept      7.15 pm  Quiz Night & Harvest Supper 
 

Sunday  25th Nov      12.45 pm  Advent Lunch 
 

Sunday  16th Dec          3.00pm  Afternoon Tea & Carols 
 
Please cut out and keep. 
 
There will be more information in the monthly Newsletter and also on line @ 
https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn 
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Morning Prayer      
Saying the Office                                                                                            

8.30am every Tuesday in Church 

Devotion to God and Service to His People 
 
During Lent there is always talk on fasting in fact Jesus teaches 
us that we should fast not only during Lent. Jesus’ teaching to us 
in Matthew Gospel tells us. “When you give, when you pray and 
when you fast,” not if, but when.  These are all important parts of 
our worship and devotion to God, but is that enough? I was              
reading Isaiah chapter 58 the other day. What is God saying to us 
there? Also read James chapter 2 verses 14 to 26. Is this also 
part of our devotion God and service to His people? 
 
Throughout Calderdale we see lots of signs of this devotion and 
service. The work at Ebenezer and the Gathering Place and       
Winter Shelter, St Augustine’s Church, Street Angels, Happy 
Days, CICS, Christians in Calderdale Schools, Open the book, 
Christians going into schools to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. There are also lots of other ways we are serving God in 
our communities which go unnoticed. 
 
It is good to see how God is working through Christians from         
different denominations and church background coming together 
as the body of Christ. What a difference this is making.            
Praise the Lord. David 

Women's Interfaith Group:  
Monday 5 March,10.30  
Fire station. Sharing:  

How did I get to this point in my life/faith journey? 

The new grass cutting rota for 2018 is now on the table at 
the back of church. If you could help with the cost please 
sign up. The lady that does the grass cutting does a really 

good job to keep the church grounds looking good.  
Thank you for your support. 
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 St. John’s Prayer Breakfast 
Saturday 10th March at 8.30am                
in the Church Hall.                                       
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks                                       
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for                                                     
you in Christ Jesus                                                                                                               
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK) 

 

26th March 2018  
10.30am 

Ms Heather Wilson 
Maker of Mad & Beautiful Things 
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We managed to hold our AGM at the end of January and had a 
good meeting. We have sent off £120 to different aspects of MU 
work and given £120 to church and have at present 16            
members. 
 
February 21

st
 was our evening meeting at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall. John White gave a very interesting talk telling us all about 
being a school governor. 
 
March 2

nd
 is The Women’s World Day of Prayer Service at 2p.m. 

at Highgate Methodist Church. This is usually a lovely service 
and has been written this year by the women of Suriname in 
South America. 
 
On March 5

th
 St. Hilda’s Branch will be leading Midday Prayers 

at Halifax Minster. 
 
We will be celebrating Mothering Sunday at our 11a.m. service in 
church on March 11

th
, so do join us. 

 
Pellon Baptist Church have invited us to their Pellon Rally on 
March 13

th
 at 2.30p.m. The speaker will be Rev. Jane Powell 

from Steep Lane Baptist Church and as always it will be a happy 
afternoon. 
 
Our evening meeting is on March 21

st
 at 7.30p.m. in the Church 

Hall. Joan Aspin will be leading the evening with a Lenten       
Meditation, which I am sure we will all find very helpful. 
 
All are invited to any of our meetings so looking forward to       
seeing you. 
                                 SUSAN 
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The deadline for contributions to the April Newsletter is 21st March to:           
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

March Diary 
 
 

Thursday    1st   6.45pm Song Group practise 
Tuesday    6th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office.  
   7.30pm Lent Course at New Hope Church 
Wednesday    7th  2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday    8th  6.45pm Song Group practise 
Saturday   10th  8.30am Prayer Breakfast   
Tuesday   13th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office. 
    7.30pm Lent Course at New Hope Church 
Wednesday   14th  2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s 
Thursday   15th  6.45pm Song Group practise     
Sunday   18th12.45pm Frugal Lenten Lunch 
Tuesday   20th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office.  
    7.30pm Lent Course at New Hope Church 
Wednesday   21st  2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s   
Monday   26th10.30am Warley Coffee Club 
Tuesday   27th  8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office.  
Wednesday   28th  2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s  

 
 

Uniform Organisations 
             Meet weekly through term time. 

    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening   
    Cubs    Friday evening   
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
 

https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/
https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn

