
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 
1st  July 5th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
8th July 6th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Worship Service  
 
15th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP  
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
23rd July 8th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Informal Service 
 
30th July 9th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Baptism Service 
 
 



3 

 

Dear friends. 
 
It seems rather strange for me to be asked to 
write this when I am neither ordained or a vicar. 
Basically, I’m licenced by the Bishop to (as a 
friend recently put it) “Help out when they’re 
busy”. So, instead, I thought I’d try to do some-
thing a little different and write a ‘modern-day              
parable’. Like any parable, you may have to read it a couple of 
times to get the true meaning but I hope it will shed some light on 
the way some people (both individuals and sects) use  Christianity. 
Conway 
 

How Can I Help You? 
 

The man sat behind the counter waiting for the people. It was  
Monday, and Monday was always the slowest day. The ball he'd 
been making out of elastic bands had grown considerably bigger 
since opening time, and he rolled it from side to side to relieve the 
boredom. Coffee! Perhaps coffee would help. But he'd only just 
finished the last one. "Ah well, perhaps somebody'll turn up soon", 
he whispered. 
 

The first lady sidled up to the counter, glanced around to make 
sure nobody was looking and began: "I don't really know why I'm 
asking you this..." 
 
The man brightened and put on his best customer service manner. 
"That's ok, madam. Always happy to serve". 
 
"It's kind of difficult to explain", she continued. "You're probably 
busy and I don't want to disturb you..." 
 
"That's quite alright madam. Please tell me what's on your mind 
and I'll help", the man said. 
 
The lady continued as if he'd never spoken. "No, come to think of 
it, you won't be able to help me. It's not as if I'm a regular             
customer". 
 
"Please! Let me help you", pleaded the man behind the counter as 
the lady walked slowly away. 
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The next customer was a youngish man with an angry red face. 
"Right, I'll make this short. I'm a busy man, and a lot of people rely 
on me. I don't have time to bandy words with you all day...” 
 
The man behind the counter sighed inwardly, but his face broke 
into his best "How can I help you?" smile. He began to speak. 
 
"Don't interrupt! Do you realise how rude that is? Why do I keep 
hitting problems when I use you? I buy into your products and then 
use them for my own         reasons. Why can't you think about how 
I'm going to use your stuff before you sell it? Why can't I use it for 
things it isn't designed for? I need something I can use everywhere on 

everything regardless of whether I should be doing it or not". 
 
"Well, sir..." 
 
"I thought I told you not to interrupt me? Anyway, I don't have time 
to argue with you. I don't like your attitude. I'll be sending a strong 
complaint to your boss, I'm a close personal friend of his. I've 
known him since I was a kid. Goodbye, and don't think I'll be using 
you again either! And I'll tell all my friends and customers - you'll 
soon see how much damage I can do when you cross me!" 
 
The man behind the counter shook his head slowly as the            
ex-customer stalked away, still muttering about how important he 
was. He silently thanked the guy who taught him - otherwise he 
might have told the man how trivial his                 complaints were. 
Still, the next one might be better...? Or perhaps not! 
 
"I'm doing this out of courtesy only, you understand. I've always 
used your products perfectly and I can fix them without your help. I 
just like to pop my head around the door every now and then to let 
you know you don't have to worry about me. They don't seem to 
have the same effect on my life as the  adverts say, but I'm going 
to adapt them so they will. In fact, when I've improved them, I'll 
even let you sell them for me - for a commission of course. Any 
time you need advice, you be sure to call me first. OK! See ya later 
pal, you're doing a great job". 
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The man behind the counter held his head in his hands as the man 
walked away, telling everybody he passed just what a great service 
he'd been given. 
 
"I've tried your product, but I've not been happy with it", the next 
lady said. 
 
"At last", thought the man. "OK, madam. What's the exact               
problem?" 
 
"No", she replied, "I don't want you to try to talk me round. I just 
want my money back and I'll be on my way". 
 
"But refunds are difficult, madam. How long have you been using 
our product?" 
 
"I can't remember, and you never gave me a receipt. It was a while 
ago, it must be an old model though". 
 
"I can assure you that we only sell one product and it hasn't 
changed since we formed the company". 
 
"Maybe that's why I'm unhappy with it. How about updating it and 
then, maybe, I'll accept a trade instead?" 
 
 
Sorry ma'am. That's the one area the management is very firm on. 
There's           nothing wrong with the existing product. It's tried and 
tested. We know it works better than anything else on the market. 
Like the boss says - you can't improve on perfection". 
"Well I have to say that's a very strange attitude to take. The guys 
down the road say you're too old-fashioned to work in the real 
world and, I have to say, I'm  starting to agree with them. Maybe I'll 
take my custom elsewhere in future?" 
 
"Please madam, I can assure you we're the very best around. Our 
competitors may seem attractive, but they never deliver". 
 
"Still, I think I'll try them anyway. If I find you're right, then I'll be 
back". 
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"Come back anytime, ma'am. We'll always be happy to see you. 
Don't be a stranger y'hear". 
 
The final visit before lunch was perhaps the worst. 
 
"How can I help you sir?" 
 
"You don't exist". 
 
"Pardon?" 
 

"Didn't you hear me? You don't exist". 
 

"But I'm here. You're talking to me". 
 

"No you're not. Somebody invented you". 
 

"Sorry sir, I've always been here". 
"No - you're not really there, it's just that lots of people think you are". 
 

"If I don't exist, why are you talking to me?" 
"To tell you I don't need you... not that there's a YOU to need, of course". 
 

"So, you're having a conversation with somebody who doesn't exist? Doesn't 
that strike you as odd?" 
 

"Just letting you know where you stand. Just letting you know you've been 
found out". 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
And Jesus wept 
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Come along and join us 
at 

ST. Hilda’s Church 
             Gibraltar Road, Halifax 

HX1 4HE 
 

for a 

     TEA DANCE  

 
With “Live” music                          

(John & Brian) 
on  

 
Saturday 7

th
 July 

Starting at 2.30pm 
 

Tickets (including refreshments)  
£5 on the door 

 
To reserve your tickets 

  call Brian or Margaret on 01422 250099     
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Food & Support Drop In –  16th June 2018 
The Drop In is about so much more than providing food essentials. It is a place 
of safety, where everyone is an individual known by name and not their                      
difficulties. It provides a little bit of order in otherwise very chaotic lives and 
shows people who have little hope that there are others who care and value 
them. Your prayers really do help with this and if you feel that you could actually 
help in person, however little you would be very welcome. 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS   
This week we gave out 97  parcels, 4  to new clients,13 to families who attend-
ed with 16  children and we had 41 volunteers.  
Thank you so much for giving of your precious time to our guests who value 
your prayers and we have been lucky enough to see God answering them.   
Volunteers are always welcome to help at Thursday preparation or Saturday 
Drop In between 8.30am-12.30am.  
DONATIONS     
As usual tinned veg is in short supply. There is also a need for tinned meats, 
fish and meals,  biscuits, washing up liquid, washing powder, toothpaste 
and jars of sandwich fillings such as meat pastes. Our guests also love to read 
and we are usually short of books suitable for men and for people who want to 
know more about Christianity and Jesus. Also socks and towels. 
 DELIVERIES   
The Drop in is open for deliveries every Thursday between 8.30am-12pm and 
every Saturday morning between 8.30am-11.30am.  Please do not leave items 
at The Ebenezer Centre at any other time.  
 
SATURDAY GATHERING   
Volunteers are needed for Saturday evenings on a rota system, either preparing 
the meal (usually served around 8.15pm), or washing up and clearing away           
after  it has been served. 
If you are interested please contact Rev. Linda Maslen at                                           
Linda@christianstogether.org.uk or on 07595949153 (Leave Linda a message 
and contact details if she is unable to answer her phone.) 
DONATIONS OF MONEY   
May I remind everybody who donates money via cheques to make it payable to: 
"CHRISTIANS TOGETHER CALDERDALE" 
If you are happy to support any of the Christians Together Projects please leave 
the cheque blank on the back. If you wish your donation to be only for the Drop 
In, please write "Drop In" on the back or the name of your chosen project. Our 
bank details and Gift Aid Forms can be found on the support page of our          
website http://christianstogether.org.uk/giving/ or by contacting the treasurer via 
the Gathering Place. Details below. 
We thank you so much for your prayers, for your time and for your support in 
whatever way you are able that enable the projects to continue. Pam 
 

On behalf of the Halifax Food & Support Drop In 
A project of Christians Together Calderdale 
The Gathering Place, 1 St James Road, Halifax. HX1 1YS 
www.christianstogether.org.uk 

mailto:Linda@christianstogether.org.uk
http://christianstogether.org.uk/giving/
http://www.churchestogether.org.uk
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Introducing Rev’d Caroline Greenwood 
 
 
I am really thrilled to be joining you all at St           
Hilda’s and St John’s in just a few weeks 
now, with my husband, Aidan and daugh-
ters, Lydia and   Rebekah. It is a time of 
new beginnings for all of us as a family, so 
we are feeling very energised and looking 
forward to moving in to the parish  later this 
month.  
 
Aidan is planning to embark on Teacher Training (Primary) this  
autumn. Meanwhile, Lydia is sitting her “A” levels at present and 
planning to move on to University in September. Rebekah is           
currently sitting her GCSEs, then she will be off to College in               
September too. Even Rosie, our dog, is embarking upon change, 
as she discovers the delights of moving out of the city and the  
myriad of beautiful new walks to be discovered! God’s blessing  
upon us all in bringing us to Warley and Halifax for this new       
chapter in our lives has delighted and humbled us. It has been 
hard to keep our heads in revision and exams as we wait for         
moving day!  
 
The whole process of discerning my sense of calling started for me 
back in 2009, and in 2011 I started my Ordination Training                   
part-time at St John’s College, Nottingham. My Curacy in                 
Manchester has provided me with a wonderful range of                       
experiences in a range of church traditions and my journey of faith 
makes me comfortable leading worship in many different ways. 
Whilst in Manchester, I  have initiated an inter-faith sewing project, 
worked hard on ecumenical dialogue and activity, had Chaplaincy 
experiences (in the Airport and the hospital), done an abundance 
of schools ministry and set up a thriving Youth Club.  
 
When I spotted the advertisement for Vicar of St John’s and            
St Hilda’s, I was really excited by the opportunities to grow              
children’s work and mission, as well as be involved in presence 
and engagement with other faiths. Aidan and I both came to look 
around on interview day and were absolutely bowled over by the 
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wonderful people that we met and the beauty of both churches. 
We both originate from more countrified settings, so leaving city 
life will not be a great culture shock for us.  
 
Rosie (our dog) and I both take our prayer walking very seriously, 
so you will no doubt see us around the parish, orientating          
ourselves, really soon. Please do stop us to introduce yourselves, 
if you see us out and about.  
 
I look forward to getting to know you all and being part of both 
Church families.  

The Churchwardens & Parochial Church Councils  
of the Joint Benefice of St. John the Evangelist Church, Warley  

&  
St. Hilda’s Church, Halifax 

 
Warmly Invite the Congregation of St. John’s Church to: 

A Service of Inauguration to a New Ministry                                               
of Reverend Caroline Greenwood  

by the Right Reverend Jonathan Gibbs, Bishop of Huddersfield  
on Monday 30th July 2018 at 7.30pm  

at St. Hilda’s Church, Halifax 
 

Clergy & Readers who wish to robe, please meet in the                     
Lady Chapel 

 
Please join us for refreshments in the Whitby Room                             

after the Service  



12 

 

 

 

23rd July 2018 
Dr John Hargreaves 

'Yorkshire History Makers' 
Followed by the AGM at 11.30am  

St John’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

Saturday 14th July at 8.30am   
 
Devote yourselves to prayer, being 
watchful and thankful. 
Colossians 4: 2 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIq87pvr4sYCFecX2woduPMHmw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fdownload%2Fcup_of_coffee_clip_art_18811.html&ei=Hk-pVYo156_sBrjnn9gJ&bvm=bv.98
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Our Summer Outing to visit our link branch at Boroughbridge was 
on June 21

st
. We travelled by cars to Ripon where we had coffee 

and a chance to look around the market before attending Midday 
prayers in the Cathedral. We then travelled to Boroughbridge to 
meet MU members from St. James’s Church. They provided a 
lovely lunch for us at 1p.m. before joining them in their afternoon 
meeting. They made us very welcome and it was a really good day 
and lovely to meet our link Branch members. 
 
We joined in the MU Summer of Hope Appeal again this year and 
held a Garden Party and Strawberry Tea at 129 Paddock Lane on 
June 30

th
.  The proceeds will be split between MU and Bible          

Society. Thank you to everyone who helped and came to support 
the event. 
 
July 2

nd
 will be the next Midday Prayers at Halifax Minster at 12 

noon. 
 
July 24

th
 is our next evening meeting at 7.30p.m. at 129, Paddock 

Lane. This will be Programme Planning for 2019 followed by Straw-
berry Supper. Please come along with your ideas. 
 
Our MU Summer Festival will be at Ripponden Church at 7.30p.m. 
on July 26

th
 . I am sure this will be a lovely service and of course 

supper afterwards.   
 
All are invited to any of our meetings so looking forward to seeing 
you. 
                                               SUSAN 
 
 
Find out more about the work of the Mothers’ Union World Wide at: 
 
http://www.themothersunion.org/ 
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The deadline for contributions to the August Newsletter is 19th July to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

July  Diary       
 

Tuesday   3rd 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office 
Wednesday    4th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                        
Tuesday 10th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office 
Wednesday 11th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                        
Saturday 14th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast     
          12.00pm  Family Fun Day in West View Park  
Tuesday 17th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office    
Wednesday  18th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                        
Monday  23rd  10.30am Coffee Club 
Tuesday 24th 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office 
   7.30pm Mothers’ Union 
Wednesday  25th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s        
   7.15pm PCC meeting   
Monday 30th  7.30pm  Licensing Service for Caroline               

  August 
Saturday  4th  2.00pm At Home at the vicarage till 8.00pm 
 

Song Group are meeting alternate Thursdays,                                                                          
please check with Stephen for dates  

                          
      

 Uniform Organizations 
 Meet weekly through term time. 

    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
  
 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/
https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn

