
  

 

St. John’s Mission Statement is 
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’  
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Services this month 
 
5th August 10th Sunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Holy Communion 
 
12th August 11thSunday after Trinity 
  8.30am Holy Communion 
11.00am Worship/Baptism Service 
 
19th August 12thSunday after Trinity 
8.30am Holy Communion BCP  

11.00am Holy Communion 
 
26th August 13thSunday after Trinity  
  8.30am Holy Communion BCP 
11.00am Informal Service 
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Letter from the Vicarage  
 
 

Glory days! 
 
It has been an astonishing month.  
 
As we arrived in the midst of packing boxes   
during an unprecedented heatwave, we have 
been in awe of the weather and the stunning countryside around 
us. The glory of God is in all that we see, and in so many wonder-
ful people that we are meeting on the way. I am so excited to be 
part of the church family here and to get to know you all in the 
coming months.  
 
Bursts of unpacking have been mixed with beautiful dog walks and 
happening to meet some of the congregations of both St John’s 
and St Hilda’s whilst out and about. Being asked to ‘fly  under the 
radar’, until the Inauguration of my ministry here at the end of July, 
is not as easy as it sounds when there is so much  curiosity about 
us in a smaller community than we have been used to in                
Manchester. We are learning new ways of being, and loving it.  
 
In the midst of all of this change, one can’t fail to notice England’s 
success as cries of anguish and roars of joy burst forth from The 
Peacock during the televised matches. Those who follow the     
football are daring to hope and there is excitement and energy in 
the air.  
 
Now, I don’t profess to being able to talk a detailed game of foot-
ball. However, one thing that has caught my attention is the story 
of Gareth Southgate.   
 
The modus operandi in swathes of business as well as in sport is 
often a “command and control” approach looking at scientific ways 
to improve performance and outcomes. The challenge with that 
approach is that it makes it harder for workers to respond in the 
here and now to unexpected or unusual challenges.  
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Southgate, by contrast, gives the team and their Captain the skills 
and encouragement to step outside their comfort zones and        
respond to what is happening in the moment in new and creative 
ways. He has encouraged a new spirit of daring and hope amongst 
them. “Rather  than controlling his players, Southgate delegates 
responsibility so that they themselves can take charge in key         
moments of matches” (Syed, The Times).  
 

Everyone is buzzing about Southgate and the heights that he has 
inspired his team to. Some are even  aspiring  to be like him - a 
new creation emulated by wearing a waistcoat in fashionista style 
as tribute to what he has done for his team and the country. He is 
being acclaimed as “a tailor made saviour” (The Times).  
 

As Christians we know, of course, that Jesus is our Manager. God 
has made each of us unique and special in His eyes. Precious         
children who are loved and who each have our own gifting within 
the body of Christ to help it become a working whole in all the glory 
that it was intended to have.  
 

As my ministry is inaugurated at the end of July, I look forward to 
joining you all in the field, discerning the gifts and talents that God 
has given to each one of us, encouraging the flourishing of those 
gifts for His glory and, we pray, that our Spirit- inspired teamwork 
may shine out into the community to draw others to join us and to 
make Jesus the Manager of their lives, while  being enthused,     
inspired and transformed in the process.  
 

Time will tell if the World Cup will, indeed,  be coming home. By the 
time this is being read we will all know. As we, as a Church family 
move into a new phase of life, ministry and mission amongst each 
other and this community, let us, as we emulate Jesus, our Manag-
er, be inspired to dream dreams for His kingdom’s sake and pray 
for His guidance in all that we do to reveal his life changing love to 
this wonderful community of which we are a part.  
Amen.  Caroline.  
P.S Caroline wrote this letter before England's game with Croatia 
because they would be on holiday at the time of publication and so 
as we now know the World Cup isn’t coming home, but Caroline 
and Aiden will be coming to their new home. We hope they will 
have had a restful holiday and we look forward  to sharing ministry 
and mission with them as they lead our two parishes forward.             
Editor 
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Confession Time 
 
I have a confession to make.  
My prayer life is chaotic…  
There, I’ve said it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I don’t have a set time every day for prayers and I               
certainly don’t have a routine prayer I always use. In fact, 
there are days when I don’t pray at all; just as there are 
some days when I barely stop. So, it was with some 
amusement that I read Bishop Nick’s thoughts on prayer in 
the July edition of Diocesan News. He was discussing the 
Church of England’s special World Cup prayer for the last 
tournament in 2014: 
 
“Things got worse as the tournament went on and              
England got worse. My later prayer simply said ‘Oh God…’ 
Not everyone was impressed, but it had the benefit of both 
brevity and honesty. This is what prayer is supposed to be. 
Not and endless talking to God, but an honest crying out of 
what is in the heart if not the lips. To this extent, prayer is 
not about telling God what He already knows; it is not 
about protecting God from things uncomfortable to delicate 
ears; rather it is about an honest openness to God,                 
knowing that this God of the Cross can probably handle the 
desperation of my soul”. 
 
Now, I know this may come as a shock to many people, 
but I wholeheartedly agree with him. I know, I know, I can 
hear you cry, “Conway agreeing with the Church of           
England. Isn’t that a sign in the Book of Revelation         
heralding the End of Days?” But the simple truth is this: 
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“Why should insipid, bland and emotionless prayer be met 
with anything other than an insipid, bland and emotionless 
response?” 
 
So how should we be praying and what should we be 
praying for? Well, it’s really one question because ‘how’ 
and ‘what’ are the same thing. We should be praying 
about the things that provoke emotion in us. We should 
pray about the things that anger us, the things that 
confuse us, the things that frustrate us, the things 
that worry us, the things that sadden us, the things 
that disgust us, the things that scare us. And, we 
should also pray about the things that surprise us 
and give us joy. 
 
Emotion. That’s what prayer is all about. For me (and, by 
the sound of it, Bishop Nick as well), emotionless prayer is 
the equivalent of shouting at the wind – and that applies 
to the intersessions we use in church as well as personal 
prayer. 
 
Never be scared to be emotional in prayer.                    
As Bishop Nick puts it, “God can handle it –                            
reads the Psalms”.            
 
Perhaps having a chaotic prayer life                                 
isn’t such a bad thing after all? 
 
Conway 
 
 

At Home at the Vicarage                   
Saturday 4th August 

 
You are invited to drop in to the 
vicarage between 2.00pm and 
8.00pm to get to know Caroline, 
Aidan and their family not               
forgetting Rosie their dog. 
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Morning Prayer      
 

Saying the Office                                                                                            
8.30am every Tuesday at  St. John’s                       

 

There is no meeting in August                            
Advance Notice 24th September                         

open meeting supporting                 
Macmillan Appeal 

St John’s Prayer Breakfast 
  

Saturday 11th August at 8.30am  
                in the Church Hall.  
Rejoice always, pray continually,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is God’s will for you in  
Christ Jesus.                                                                                                      
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18(NIVUK 

Knitting to Remember 
There are some knitting  & crochet patterns on the table at the back of church, 
if you could help with this please take one. 

For more information have a word with John. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIq87pvr4sYCFecX2woduPMHmw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fdownload%2Fcup_of_coffee_clip_art_18811.html&ei=Hk-pVYo156_sBrjnn9gJ&bvm=bv.98
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Thank you to all who supported the Garden Party at the end of June. It 
was a lovely day and raised £300 to be shared between MU and Bible 
Society. 
 
July 24th was our evening meeting at 129, Paddock Lane and was                 
Programme Planning for 2019 followed by a Strawberry Supper. It was 
an important meeting as we looked to the future for our Branch. 
 
Our MU Summer Festival was at Ripponden Church at 7.30p.m. on July 
26th. It was a lovely service and of course supper afterwards.   
We have no Branch meetings in August because of holidays but Midday 
Prayers will be held on August 6th at Halifax Minster. 
 
August 9th is Mary Sumner Day and we are invited to a Mary Sumner 
Day Social from 6.30p.m. at St. John’s, Rastrick. 
Our Deanery Cream Tea will be held on August 22nd at St. George’s,  
Lee Mount from 2.30p.m. Tickets will be available soon.   
All are invited to any of our meetings so looking forward to seeing you. 
                                           SUSAN 
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The deadline for contributions to the September Newsletter is 22nd August to: 
David 330693 courtlodge8@btinternet.com 
 

August Diary       
 

Wednesday   1st 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                       
Saturday     4th 2.00pm At home at the vicarage till 8.00pm   
Tuesday   7th 8.30am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday   8th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s         
Saturday  11th 8.30am Prayer Breakfast 
Tuesday 14th 8.30am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday  15th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                        
Tuesday 21st 8.30am Morning Prayer, The Office 
Wednesday  22nd 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s                        
Tuesday 28th 8.30am Morning Prayer 
Wednesday 29th 2.00pm Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s         

                         
Song Group are meeting alternate Thursdays,                                                                          

please check with Stephen for dates  
September 

Saturday 1st       1015 am Sowerby Bridge Rushbearing Weekend begins  
    at St. John’s with a short Service and a bacon  
    butty. The cart arrives at 10.15 am and departs  
    at 11.00am     

                          
                 Uniform Organizations 

 Meet weekly through term time. 
    Rainbows   Tuesday evening 
    Brownies   Tuesday evening 
    Guides  Tuesday evening 
    Beavers   Wednesday evening 
    Cubs    Friday evening 
    Scouts   Friday evening 
    Explorer Scouts   Friday evening 
  
 

Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter? 

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/                                       
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/ 

https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
http://acny.co.uk/17996/
https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn

