St. John’s Mission Statement is
‘To know Christ better and make Christ better known’

Services this month
2nd September 14th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion
9th September 15th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Worship Service
16th September 16th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion

23th September 17th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Harvest Festival
30th September 18th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am Holy Communion BCP
11.00am Holy Communion/Healing
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Reaping the Fruits
What an incredible first month
we have had here!
My Inauguration Service was a
wonderful occasion and I still
feel a glow of joy as I think
back to it. We continue to be
amazed as we look out of the
Vicarage windows at so much
greenery and the hills beyond
after a city skyline. We will feel much more in tune with harvest this
year compared to when we lived in Manchester. There are many
new adventures ahead – including being introduced to
Rushbearing.
At this time of year we think about harvest time, we give thanks to
God each year for the crops. An abundance of fruit and grain that
will sustain in the coming months. We give thanks for the tireless
work of the farming community and we both enjoy and share in the
fruits of their labour.
What we don’t often see is the detailed work and thought that goes
into growing a crop that will be as bountiful as possible whilst not
stripping the soil of its nutrients for future crops. Farmers will be
asking themselves what crops will grow well in the soil that they
have; then deciding whether to develop that soil so that a different
crop might be grown. I wonder how many of us have planted
something in our garden because we liked it, only to discover that it
did not thrive because it was in the wrong soil. I, for one, have had
to learn the hard way. A disappointing learning experience, whilst
observing the surprising plants that thrive and even spread.
In church communities we need to do the equivalent of soil
analysis to give the seeds that we are sowing the best chance of
thriving and spreading. This challenges us to go back to our roots,
to the source of our energy and creativity, Jesus. Through prayer
and discernment, we learn to spot together ‘what God is already
doing’ in this place, ‘then see how we can join in’, as Rowan
Williams famously put it, and make that flourish.
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As Bishop Jonathan reminded us at my Inauguration Service, we
yearn for the harvest and the flourishing of the seeds that we have
sown along the way. To see these fruits we must remain part of the
true vine, always remaining connected with Jesus through prayer,
Bible study and mutual encouragement, as we discern the fruits
that he wishes to grow for His kingdom’s sake. In this way we can
see a bountiful harvest in our relationship with Jesus, as well as
seeing that harvest grow in those that he is drawing to himself.
Jesus is drawing people to him all the time. Whilst we may plan our
future endeavours to share in building His kingdom in this place,
we need to be mindful of those that we encounter that may have
already begun the journey and see how we can support them on
the way. Seeds that can be nurtured to fruition without stripping the
soil of its nutrients. Jesus reflected upon seedtime and harvest at
Jacob’s well outside Sychar when he said: “Don't you have a
saying, 'It's still four months until harvest'? I tell you, open your
eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” (John 4:35).
Mission is the life blood of a Church. As a Church we need to test
the soil in our respective and joint contexts and discern who is
already warm to the message. I’m sure that we all have thoughts
about possibilities that we could pursue. I invite you to share those
thoughts with me as we journey together.
In the coming days and weeks, please pray about our children’s
work and outreach too and for God’s blessing upon these areas of
ministry that we share in that we might start to see His harvest in
this place.
Yours in Christ
Caroline
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As part of my new arrival training I have some Presence and Engagement
sessions to attend and the Diocese encourage me to take 2 or 3 people with an
interest in this area from the United Benefice. They all take place at Church
House in Leeds and I am happy to take a car load for efficiency.
Tuesday 2nd October - Sharing Christian Faith Confidently and Sensitively
2.00 - 3.30pm
Tuesday 9th October -For the Peace of the City - Understanding & Relating to
our Muslim Neighbours 2.00 - 4.00pm

Wednesday 21st November. Why should we be Present & Engaged?
10.00 - 12.00pm
Anyone wishing to attend to have a chat to me, Caroline.

Sowerby Bridge Rushbearing
Saturday 1st September
Begins at St. John’s with a
short service and
a bacon butty.
The cart arrives at 10.15am and
leaves at 11.00am.
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Good Enough?
When I was younger, I was a keen sportsman. I played soccer,
rugby union and cricket. I also indulged in tennis (lawn and table)
and badminton. But, of course, because my interests were so
numerous, I was never really able to excel at any of them and thus
became 'adequate' at each in turn. In other words, I was 'good
enough' to get into teams, but never quite able to stand out. I
became 'reliable' instead of great because I'd never devote the
time needed to improve one particular sport at the expense of the
others. When choosing sides for playground games, I was never
first to be picked but the captain was always glad to have chosen
me. It was the same with athletics. Whilst track was never really
my strong point, I was a good field sportsman - particularly discus.
But, of course, I didn't like discus and set my sights on the high
jump. Now, if you looked at me, you'd have instantly realised that I
was never going to be anything more than competent in this
discipline. I was probably a stone too heavy and 6 inches too short
to be anywhere near good.
And so, by doing what I enjoyed, I missed my chance to be great.
It's the same with schools. If kids are struggling in one particular
subject, then they get extra help to bring them back to the average. Schools encourage kids to be average - they set minimum
standards and concentrate on getting everybody to meet those
standards. But kids who are cleverer than the average in a subject
tend to be left alone, with little encouragement.
Life encourages us to be mediocre - to do just enough, and know
just enough, to 'get by'. We live in a society where "He's a good
all-rounder", is a compliment - somebody who can do most things
adequately without excelling in anything. If you go for a job, how
many times have you been told you're "Too qualified" and that
they're really looking for a "Jack of all trades"? If you're good at
your job you get promoted into a management job which requires
completely different skills - a good worker often becomes an
average manager.
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There's an advert (I forget the product) which asks, "What's the
most recognised and used word in the world?" It's "OK". So the
world's most used word means "fine", "not bad", "could be worse",
"could be better", "average", "passable", "acceptable".
Was Jesus a "Good All-rounder"? Was He just "OK"? If He was
asked to look back at His Ministry, would He say, "Yeah - wasn't
too bad really was it? It could have been better, but it could have
been a lot worse. Sure, I'd have done some things different, but
hey, I didn't do too bad for a carpenter".
Jesus set His standards HIGH and consistently maintained those
standards. How? By being focused on the end product and never
deviating from that goal. And did He surround Himself with "Jacks
of all-trades"? Or did He choose His disciples for their specific
qualities? We know they all wanted desperately to be good and to
match His standards. Jesus constantly tried to encourage them to
focus on the goal - to never take their eye off the ball, so to speak.
Never forget that the 'end product' Jesus was focused on was
YOUR salvation. He didn't climb down from the cross after a
couple of hours (and He could have, you know - a few nails would
be no impediment to the Son Of God!) and say, "That's enough of
that. I'm sure they'll pick up the idea"? He DIED because it was the
only way to reach the goal His Father has set for Him. So, when it's
put in those terms, am I the only one who thinks that simply being
an 'adequate' Christian just isn't good enough?
Conway

23rd September Harvest Festival Service
Harvest Project:
Supporting Ravenscliffe School
plus food boxes for Cote Hill Flats
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St John’s

Saturday 8th September at 8.30am in the Church Hall.
Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks:
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 KJV

The next Circle Dance
Saturday 15th September 10am-12.45pm,
followed by soup lunch. Christ Church, Pellon.
Donation £4.00-5.00
Leader: Madeleine Russell Tel 323991
Thank you.
Knitting to Remember
There are some knitting & crochet patterns on the table at the back of church,
if you could help with this please take o

Morning Prayer
Saying the Office
8.30am every Tuesday at St. John’s
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You are invited to encourage, support
and be informed about

BRING & BUY

FOOD

SILENT AUCTION

QUI ZZES + GAMES

TALKS

At St John’s, Warley (HX2 7LY)
On Saturday 22nd September
Drop in From 10.00 – 2.30
Info from office@cicscalderdale.org.uk
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Warley Coffee Club
Invite you to a

Coffee Morning
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support
on

Monday 24th September 2018 from 10.15am
in
ST. John’s Church, Windle Royd Lane. HX2 7LY
In attendance will be a ‘Volunteer’ with Macmillan
and there will be a Bring & Buy cake stall.
Also Mrs Norma Riley will give a talk on her visit to
Hope Orphanage in India

Please come and join us.

Please note, Coffee Morning 10.15am not 10.30
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We have had no Branch meeting in August because of the
holidays. If you have been away I hope that you had an enjoyable
time and have come back refreshed.
The next Midday Prayers will be September 3 rd at 12 noon at
Halifax Minster.
Our evening meeting on 19th September will be a Quiet Evening
led by Rev. Jean Hoggard at Heatherwood, Shibden. This will start
at 7.30p.m. and if you would like to join us it would be helpful to let
me know for transport arrangements.
We are hoping to go to the Playhouse for our Theatre visit on
October 18th to see the Stage Door Studio Theatre production of
‘My Fair Lady’. I am sure this will be excellent and I need names to
book tickets as soon as possible. All are welcome to join us.
As Stephen and I are moving to Selby in October I will no longer be
able to be Branch Leader. We will be meeting in September to
discuss the future of our Branch and St. Hilda’s
(date to be arranged) so please come along to that meeting with
your ideas and how you can be involved. I would hate our MU
Branch to close as the MU is such a worthwhile organisation.
SUSAN
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September Diary
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday

1st 1015 am
4th 8.30am
5th 2.00pm
8th 8.30am
11th 8.30am
12th 2.00pm
15th 10.00am
18th 8.30am
19th 2.00pm
7.30pm
Saturday
22nd10.30am
Monday
24th 10.15am
Tuesday
25th 8.30am
Wednesday 26th 2.00pm
7.30pm

Sowerby Bridge Rushbearing
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Prayer Breakfast
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
to 1.00pm Bible Society Autumn Lunch
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
Mothers Union at Heatherwood
CICS Fundraising Event till 2.00pm
Warley Coffee Club (open meeting)
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Company at St. Hilda’s
PCC

Song Group are meeting alternate Thursdays,
please check with Stephen for dates
Uniform Organizations
Meet weekly through term time.
Rainbows
Tuesday evening
Beavers
Wednesday evening
Brownies
Tuesday evening
Guides
Tuesday evening
Cubs
Friday evening
Scouts
Friday evening
Explorer Scouts Friday evening

https://stjohnschurchwarley.wixsite.com/stjohn
Please consider the environment– do you really need to print this news letter?

Find us at:- http://www.achurchnearyou.com/warley-st-john-the-evangelist/
Short URL: acny.co.uk/17996/

The deadline for contributions to the October Newsletter is 21st September to:
David 330693 Text 07851091941
courtlodge8@btinternet.com
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